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LLT 5303 LANGUAGE TEACHING METHODS

This course is designed to understand language acquisition theories and examine past
and present approaches, methods, and techniques for teaching languages. Participants
will analyse program models and methods of instruction for language learners;
demonstrate teaching approaches based on language learning research, develop lesson
and unit planning skills; and evaluate materials, develop teaching aids, textbooks, and
use other resources available in the field. It also provides a detailed account of various
stages involved in language teaching/learning. The role of the language teacher in the
academia will be explored.

Course Objectives:

1. Critically review language teaching approaches past and present and relate them to
language theory and research.

2. Describe and provide a rationale for instructional approaches and programs
appropriate for different language settings.

3. Describe and integrate the social, cultural, and learner-centred aspects of teaching in
classrooms.

4. Develop techniques for teaching the four language skills, listening, speaking, reading
and writing, within an integrated, content based approach.

5. Plan and demonstrate a lesson, based on a thematic unit, use of appropriate
materials.

6. Locate resources in the field of language education.

7. Use technology to enhance instructional approaches in bilingual and ESL settings and
to communicate with the instructor and classmates.

Skills:

1. Develop language teaching skills

2. Ability to rely on appropriate approach based on the situation

3. Use/develop appropriate materials

4. Understanding the bi/multilingual and cultural situation in language teaching
5. Testing and evaluating skills

6. Orientation for a research in language teaching

Unit I
Language Teaching and learning; process of learning; learning a language and learning
through language; developing primary skills-listening and speaking-;developing




secondary skills- reading and writing; language acquisition vs language learning,
Language Acquisition Device(LAD), mother tongue vs second language learning; child
vs adult learning, theories of learning, behaviourist and cognitive theories of Skinner,
piaget and Chomsky; implications for language teaching; identity and contrastive
hypothesis in learning a second language; input hypothesis; innate potential of the
learner, aptitude, intelligence, attitudes, sterotypes and motivation; learning and
communication strategies; conditions of learning and teaching, motivations and
success; Teaching and sociocultural setting; LI vs L2,Problems of Teaching cognate vs
foreign language.

Unit II

Different methods of language learning and teaching: Theories of learning, structural
methods, Grammar Translation method, audio-lingual method, functional method, oral
approach/ situational language learning, directed practice, interactive method, direct
method,series method, communicative language teaching, language immersion, Direct,
Communicative; Immersion in culture; silent way, suggestology, natural approach, total
response, teaching proficiency through reading and storytelling, dogme language
teaching, proprietary method: pimselur method, Michel Thomas method, learning by
teaching; microwave approach,Merits, demerits and limitations of different language
teaching/ learning methods; Function of repetition, practice, revision, testing and
translation and their use in language leaching, programmed learning; linguistic theory
and language teaching syllabus-methods and materials; the role of the teacher and
teacher training; role of self access packages; sociolinguistic and psychological aspects of
language teaching.

Unit III

Preparation of language teaching materials: Preparation of teaching materials for
standard language, classical language, spoken language, newspaper language, etc.;
Preparation of teaching materials for different target groups; Use of contrastive
Linguistics and error-analysis in language teaching; Common vocabularies and their
use in language pedagogy; Specification of course material, objective, selection and
grading; Language for special purpose.

Unit IV

Testing and evaluation: learner output; language interference; mistakes and errors;
error as learning strategies; language proficiency in multilingual settings; , relevance of
contrastive linguistics, error analysis and interlanguage; basic inter personal
communicative skill(BICS) and cognitive advanced language proficiency(CALP);
Principles and methods of language testing; Grammar testing vs. skill testing;
translation, dictation and cloz; Types of tests: aptitude, diagnostic, prognostic,
achievement and proficiency; Reliability and validity of test; Modern techniques in
language testing.

UnitV

Teaching aids: Use of aids in language learning; Use of language laboratory; Technical
aids; Computer aided language teaching and learning; Teaching or learning phonology,
morphology, and syntax of a language using computer. Literacy and language teaching:



Mass literacy, tribal literacy and preparation of teaching materials; Notion of inter
language; Evaluation and analysis of language teaching text books in school and college
levels; Steps to improve language teaching text books and teaching materials in school
and college levels.
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