


















 

LEC 5016 Postcolonial Theory  

This course introduces the fundamental concepts of Post Colonial Theory by exploring the basic 
foundational texts and authors that informed and expanded the discipline. By way of doing this, 
the course will focus on various post-colonial experiences and issues related to migration, 
slavery, suppression, resistance, representation, race, gender and so on. While drawing on a wide 
range of writers from diverse colonial experiences, there will also be a parallel focus on ideas 
such as identity and alterity, nationalism and cultural imperialism, hybridity and origins, amongst 
others.  

By the end of the course, learners will be able to identify and explore the aftermaths and effects 
of colonial oppression; the conception and representations of empire; the process of colonial 
subject formation; the issues of nationalist consciousness; the operations of imperial ideology, 
the politics of exile and diaspora, the possibilities of constructing counter narratives and 
subjectivities and so on. 

Module I   

Edward W.Said From “Orientalism” and Culture and Imperialism 

Frantz Fanon  “The Fact of Blackness” 

Gauri Viswanathan “The Beginnings of English Literary Study in British India” 

Homi K. Bhabha “Of Mimicry and Man: The Ambivalence of Colonial Discourse” 

Module II  

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak  “Can the Subaltern Speak?” 

Kadiatu Kanneh   “Feminism and the Colonial Body” 

Partha Chaterjee  “Nationalism as a Problem” 

Timothy Brennen  “The National longing for Form” 

Module III  

Kwama Anthony Appiah “The Post Colonial and the Post Modern” 

Benita Parry   “Problems in Current Theories of Colonial Discourse” 

Kumkum Sangai  “The Politic of the Possible” 

W.J.T. Mitchell  “Post Colonial Culture, Postimperial Criticism”  

Module IV  

Achille Mbembe  From On the Postcolony 

Dipesh Chakrabarthy  “Postcolonial Studies and the Challenge of Climate Change” 

   

Aamir Mufti   Enlightenment in the Colony 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


