


















 

LCL5017 Edward Said and the Question of Subjectivity 

This course seeks principally to discover the notions of subjectivity in the protocols of Edward 
Said. While doing this, it also examines Said as a subject implicated in and/ or constituted by the 
colonial experience and the vast ensemble of his own writings. Though Said never comes out 
with explicit theories of subjectivity, it is not too difficult to see that the latent idea of a political 
subject is a running strand in his protocols. His is a voice that argues for a subject of action or for an 
individual human agent at a time when the death of the subject is being celebrated in academic circles.  

By the end of the course, students are expected to be able to understand: Saidian contrapuntal 
methodology;  the profound shift in his Intellectual trajectory from a Foucauldian anti-humanist 
paradigm to a humanist and left secular tradition; his critique of dominant discourses such as 
Orientalism and Imperialism, his protocols on the role of intellectuals, his concept of exilic 
subjectivity and above all his uncompromising espousal of the ‘grand-narratives’ of emancipation 
and liberation that serve as counter hegemonic/ideological strategies to resist the subjection of 
individuals.   

Module I  

Edward Said, From Orientalism 

Edward Said, From Culture and Imperialism 

Module II  

Edward Said, From Reflections on Exile 

Edward Said, From Representations of the Intellectual 

Module III  

Edward Said , From Out of Place 

Edward Said, From After the Last Sky 

Edward Said. Humanism and Democratic Criticism 

Module IV  

Abdirehman Hussein. Edward Said: Critiicsm and Society 

Ashcroft, Bill and Paul Ahluwalia. Edward Said: The Paradox of Identity.  

Asha Varadharajan. Exotic Parodies: Subjectivity in Adorno, Said, and Spivak.  

Prasad Pannian. Edward Said and the Question of Subjectivity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


