


















 

LCL5019 Shakespeare   

Course Description 

The course introduces the students to the times, theatre and literary conventions and language of 
Shakespeare by critically looking at the different readings of Shakespeare. It examines four 
plays—As You Like It, Othello, Henry V and The Tempest—each representing a separate genre, to 
enable the student to discuss the canonisation of Shakespeare, Shakespeare’s use of English 
language, Shakespeare as a contemporary dramatist, the difficulties in reading Shakespeare today, 
the different genres of Shakespearean plays, and the alternative readings of Shakespeare. This is 
one of the crucial courses for students of English literature as Shakespeare scholarship has 
become essential to any scholar of English literature, because of the intrinsic worth of the works 
of the Bard. This course supplements the courses on Drama offered in the programme.  

Focal Texts (One play from each module): 

Module I Comedies 

As You Like It (Arden Edition. Ed. Juliet Dusinberre (2006) 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Northrop Frye, ‘The Bottomless Dream’ (1986) 

EAJ Honigmann, ‘The Charm of ‘As You Like It’ (2002) 

Module II History plays / Problem plays 

Henry V (Penguin edition) 

2 Henry IV  

Jonathan Dollimore and A. Sinfield, "History and Ideology: the instance of Henry V" in 
Drakakis: 206-27. 

Module III Tragedies 

Othello (Arden Edition. Ed. E. A. J. Honigmann (1996) 

Hamlet (Arden edition. Eds. Ann Thompson and Neil Taylor (2007) 

TS Eliot, ‘Hamlet and his Problems’, (1919). 

AC Bradley, ‘Othello’, Lecture V, Shakespearean Tragedy (1904) 

Module IV Romances 

The Tempest, (Arden edition. Eds. Virginia Mason Vaughan and Alden T. Vaughan (1999)  

The Winter's Tale, edited by John Pitcher (2010) 

EMW Tillyard, ‘The Tragic Pattern of The Tempest’ (1938) 

William Empson, ‘Hunt the Symbol’, Essays on Shakespeare (1985) 

 


