


















 

LCL5101 Poetry I 

Course Description: 

The course provides a vantage point from where the students could study the development of 
multifarious forms and movements within the genre of poetry from the Classical times till the 
Romantic Age. The focal texts represent different poetic sensibilities that animated the times and 
cultures under consideration.  

Module I 

Chaucer: From The Canterbury Tales 

Spenser: “Prothalamion”/”Epithalamion” 

William Shakespeare: Sonnets No. 30, 86 & 135 

John Donne: “Elegy XIX – To His Mistress Going to Bed”, “Valediction Forbidding Mourning” 

Andrew Marvell: “To His Coy Mistress” 

John Milton: Paradise Lost, Book IX 

William Cullen Bryant: “After a Tempest”/”Love and Folly” 

Module II 

John Dryden: “Mac Flecknoe”/”Alexander’s Feast” 

Alexander Pope: The Rape of the Lock/”Ode on Solitude” 

Jupiter Hammon: “An Evening Thought” 

Thomas Gray: “An Elegy Written on a Country Churchyard” 

William Blake: The Lamb & The Tyger 

William Wordsworth: “Tintern Abbey Lines”/  

S.T. Coleridge: “Kubla Khan”/Dejection: an Ode 

P.B. Shelley: “Ode to the West Wind”/”To a Skylark” 

Byron: The Prisoner of Chillon 

Keats: “Ode on a Grecian Urn”/”Ode to a Nightingale” 

Emily Dickinson: “I Dwell in Possibility”/“Because I Could Not Stop for Death” 

Module III 

Selections from Homer’s Illiad 

Selections from Virgil’s Aeneid 

Selections from Beowulf: “The Prelude” 

Dante’s Divine Comedy, Canto I from ‘The Inferno’ 

Selections from Sangam Poetry   

Veda Vyaasa: The Mahabharata – Aadi Parva first 30 Lines 

Module IV 

Kalidasa: Abhijnaana Sakuntalam Act I Verses 7 & 9  



Bhasa: Swapnavasavadattam Act I Verses 3 & 4 

Selections from Bhakti Poetry/Sufi Poetry 

Kamalakanta: “Is My Mother Really Black?” 

Taigu Ryokan: “Dreams”/”My Legacy” 

Selections from Thunchaththu Ezhuthachan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


