


















 

LEC5103: Fiction I 

Course Description 

The course covers the development of the narrative genre from its formative stages until the late 
nineteenth century. The first two modules focus on British and non-British fiction written 
originally in English. Modules III introduces the students to World Fiction in English 
translation, while Module IV samples Indian fiction in general, with particular focus on 
Malayalam fiction. The course seeks to generate awareness about the theoretical and ideological 
issues underpinning the evolution of the novel, the possibilities and limits of realism as a 
narrative technique and narrative engagements with questions of colonialism, capitalism, class, 
religion, caste, race, sexuality, gender and subjectivity.  

The course instructor will select one to two texts from each module for detailed study. The 
remaining texts will be marked for recommended reading for that particular semester. Apart 
from fictional texts, the course instructor will also recommend texts that deal with structural and 
ideological issues in narrative fiction.  

 

Module I 

Richardson                Pamela  

Daniel Defoe                                       Moll Flanders 

Lawrence Sterne   Tristram Shandy 

Mary Shelley                                 Frankenstein 

 

Module II 

Emily Bronte          Wuthering Heights   

Thomas Hardy     The Mayor of Casterbridge    

Nathaniel Hawthorne        The Scarlet Letter 

Charles Dickens    Hard Times 

 

Module III 

Miguel de Cervantes               Don Quixote  

Dostoevsky                Crime and Punishment  

Gustave Flaubert    Madame Bovary    

Lady Murasaki Shikibu   The Tale of Genji 

 

Module IV 

Chandu Menon   Indulekha  

Potheri Kunhambu                         Saraswativijayam  

Mirza Hadi Ruswa                             Umrao Jan Ada  

 


