


















 

LEC 5201 Poetry II  

Course Description: 

The course provides an overview of world poetry since the nineteenth century. Students get an 
opportunity to study the development of multifarious forms   and movements within the genre 
of poetry through the last two centuries to the present. The focal texts represent different poetic 
sensibilities that animated the times and cultures under consideration. Reference texts that 
theoretically problematise the issues under consideration will be recommended by the instructor.  

The course instructor will select texts from each module for detailed study.  

Module I 

Matthew Arnold: “The Scholar Gypsy”/”Dover Beach” 

Edgar Allan Poe: “Annabel Lee”/”The Raven” 

Lord Tennyson: “Ulysses”/”The Brook” 

Browning: “Porphyria’s Lover”/”The Last Ride Together” 

Robert Frost: “Birches”/”After Apple Picking” 

Walt Whitman: “When the Lilacs in the Dooryard Bloom’d” 

D. G Rossetti: “The Blessed Damozel” 

G.M. Hopkins: “The Windover”/”Moonrise” 

T. S Eliot: The Wasteland 

Ezra Pound: “In a Station of the Metro”/” A Girl” 

Module II 

Yeats: “The Second Coming”/“Easter 1916” 

Wallace Stevens:”The Emperor of Ice-Cream” 

Sylvia Plath: “Daddy”/“Lady Lazarus” 

Wilfred Owen: “Strange Meeting”/”Futility” 

W.H. Auden: “The Shield of Achilles”/”Consider” 

Stephen Spender: “The Pylons” 

R.S. Thomas: “Iago Prytherch”/”Soil” 

Dylan Thomas: “Fern Hill” /Do not go gentle into that good night 

Philip Larkin: “Church Going”/”The Whitsun Weddings” 

Thom Gunn: “On the Move”/“In Santa Maria del Popolo” 

Ted Hughes: “Thought Fox”/“Hawk Roosting” 

Seamus Heaney: “Constable Calls”/“The Funeral Rites”/Digging 

Elizabeth Bishop, “Arrival at Santos,” “Questions of Travel,” “Manuelzinho” 

Robert Lowell, “The Quaker Graveyard in Nantucket” 

James Merrill, “Lost in Translation” 

Module III 



Pablo Neruda: Selected Poems 

Primo Levi:”The Girl Child of Pompei” 

Octavio Paz: “For the Painter Swaminathan” 

Mahamoud Darwish. “Identity  Card”   

Selections from Australian, Canadian, African, European & Arab poets 

Module IV 

Edasseri Govindan Nair: “The Song of the Sacred Grove” 

K. Satchidanandan: “Old Women” 

Poikayil Appachan: “Songs by Poikayil Appachan” 

S. Joseph: “Some Dark Spaces”/”Group Photo” 

Prathiba Jeyachandran: “The Full Moon Will Shine in Village after Village”/“Dream-teller”  

Harivansh Rai Bachchan: “Being an Indian Woman”/”Agneepath” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


