


















 

LEC 5204 Comparative Literature I 
Course Description:  

This course, which forms the first part of a two-volume programme on Comparative Literature, 
introduces the students to the interdisciplinary field ‘comparative literature’, its emergence into 
the modern academic world, and its relevance in the contemporary world. It proposes to address 
some of the key concerns/questions that animate theoretical exchanges among literary scholars 
today. The course includes discussions on the global beginnings and development of CL as a 
discipline, the various schools of CL, thematology, genealogy and a special study of the Indian 
perspectives to CL. The course is divided into four modules. The relevance of a comparative 
perspective in literary studies is beyond doubt in our times. The course equips the students to 
appreciate literary and cultural expressions across boundaries. The course also enables the 
students to understand the circulation of literary texts, ideas, themes, genres, and methods and 
helps students look  and examine how various ideas and methods cross over overlap in writing, 
and how different disciplines inspire writers and inform their works. Practical work during the 
course would help students fruitfully use comparative tools in literary analysis.  

(The Course instructor will select 4-5 detailed texts of his/her choice from each module for 
detailed study. The rest of the texts will be for non-detailed study and recommended reading 
during that particular semester) 

 

Module I Beginnings: Conceptual and Theoretical Background 

Johann Gottfried Herder:  “Results of a Comparison of Different Peoples’ Poetry in Ancient 
and Modern Times” (1797)  

J. W. von Goethe and J. P. Eckermann: “Conversations on World Literature” (1827) 
Friedrich Nietzsche: From The Birth of Tragedy (1872)  
Hugo Meltzl: “Present Tasks of Comparative Literature (1877)  
Hutcheson Macaulay Posnett: “The Comparative Method and Literature” (1886)  
Georg Brandes: “World Literature” (1899) 
Charles Mills Gayley: From What is Comparative Literature? (1903) 
Rabindra Nath Tagore: “Vishwa Sahitya” (1907) 
David Damrosch: From What is World Literature (2003) 
Isaiah Berlin: Three Critics of the Enlightenment: Vico, Hamann, Herder (2000) 
 

Module II Schools of Comparative Literature: German, French, American  

Rene Wellek: “The Crisis of Comparative Literature” (1959) 
Claudio Guillen: From The Challenge of Comparative Literature (1993) 
Ali Behdad and Dominic Thomas: A Companion to Comparative Literature (2011) 
Comparative Indian Literature 
Sisir Kumar Das: Why Comparative Indian Literature? 
Gauri Viswanathan: From The Mask of Conquest 
Partha Chatterjee: From Nation and Its Fragments (1993) 
Dipesh Chakrabarty: “Nation and Imagination” (1999) 
Aijaz Ahmad: From In Theory“ 
Module III 

Genology 
George Lukacs: “The Epic and the Novel” 
Mikhail Bakhtin: From Epic and Novel / “The Problem of Speech Genres” 
Derrida: “The Law of Genre” (1980) 



Todorov: “The Origin of Genres” (1976) 
Bawarshi & Reiff: From Genre: An Introduction (2010) 
Northop Frye: From Anatomy of Criticism (1957) 
 

Module IV 

Thematology 
Joseph Campbell:  from The Hero with a Thousand faces 
Erich Auerbach : “Odysseus’s Scar” 
Sisir Kumar Das: “The Mad Lover” 
Works on themes relating to nature, ecocriticism, landscape literature 
East/west encounter may be included 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


