


















 

LEC 5302 Theory  

This course will acquaint the learners with major developments in literary theory and criticism 
from the modern to the post-modern times. The focus is on a few significant writers whose 
impact has been most keenly felt in the field of humanities and literary/cultural studies. A 
detailed understanding of the prescribed texts will help students to develop their critical thinking 
and analytical potentials.  This essential course prepares the learners to understand the theoretical 
transactions and their complexities; inter-textual connections and the interdisciplinary nature of 
discourses; ideology and the mechanism of subject formation and so on. The study of this course 
inevitably prepares the learners to become adventurous and exploratory in their critical thinking 
and ideology critiques.      

(The course instructor will choose 3-4 texts from each module for detailed study. The rest of the 
texts will be for non-detailed study and recommended reading)        

Module I  

Spinoza, From Ethics 

Immanuel Kant, “What is Enlightenment?”/ Critique of Judgment 

G W F Hegel, From Phenomenology of Spirit (630-636) 

Frederic Nietzsche, “On Truth and Lying in a Non-Moral Sense”  

Karl Marx, From Capital Volume I / From Grundrisse /Eighteenth Brumaire of Louise Bonapart 

Sigmund Freud, From Interpretation of Dreams 

Module II  

Louise Althusser. From Lenin and Philosophy and Other Essays 

Antonio Gramsci. From Selections from Prison Notebooks 

Michel Foucault. From History of Sexuality/ From Discipline and Punish 

Raymond Willams. From Marxism and Literature 

Walter Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of mechanical Reproduction” 

Slavoj Zizek.  From Sublime Object of Ideology 

Module III  

Roland Barthes, “Death of the Author” 

Jurgen Habermas. From The Structural Transformation of Public Sphere 

Charles Taylor, From Sources of the Self 

Judith Butler, From Gender Trouble  

Catherine Malabou, From Self and Emotional Life 

Jacques Derrida. From Specters of Marx  

Module IV  

Edward Said, From Humanism & Democratic Criticism/ Orientalism 

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, “Can the Subaltern Speak?”  

Dipesh Chakrabarty, “Climate of History: Four Theses” 



Delueze & Guettari, From Anti Oedipus: Capitalism and Scezophrenia  

Donna Haraway, From A Manifesto for Cyborgs 

Jane Bennet, From Vibrant Matter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


