


















 

LEC 5304 Comparative Literature II 

This course, which forms the second part of a two-volume programme explores the theoretical 
possibilities of ‘comparative literature’, and its practical connections with other disciplines. Apart 
from the key theories on influence, reception, translation and literary historiography, the course 
intends to look at the crisis of the discipline and the critiques of it from different locations. The 
course takes into account the contemporary explorations in Comparative Literature as well as in 
World Literature.  The course includes discussions on issues of intertextuality, influence, 
reception, translation, historiography and Comparative Aesthetics. It also incorporates 
discussions on the crisis and critique of comparative literature and the contemporary 
explorations of the discipline.  

Module I: Intertextuality, Influence, Reception and Translation 

Gerard Genette: Narrative Discourse: An Essay in Method(1983) 

Julia Kristeva: “Word, Dialogue and Novel”(1966) / “The Bounded Text” (1967) 

Hans Robert Jauss: from Literary History as a Challenge to Literary Theory 

Stanley Fish: “Interpreting the Variorum” 

Wolfgang Iser: “Interaction between Text and Reader”/ “Grasping a Text” 

Jaidev: The Culture of Pastiche: Existential Aestheticism in the Contemporary Hindi Novel 
(1993) 

Itamar Even-Zohar: The Position of Translated Literature within the Literary Polysystem (1978)  

Susan Basnett : “From Comparative Literature to Translation Studies” 

Lawrence Venuti: From Translation, Community, Utopia (2000) 

Rewritings of Tempest, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Devi’s Dopti, Slayers Slain 

Module II: Comparative Literary Historiography & Comparative Aesthetics 

DouweFokkema: “Why Literary Historiography” 

EV Ramakrishnan: from Locating Indian Literature 

Dilip. M. Menon: “Caste and Colonial Modernity: Reading Saraswativijayam” 

A.K. Ramanujan, “Afterword” Poems of Love and War 

Kapila Vatsyayan: Bharata: The Natyasastra 

Literary anthropology, literary psychology, literary history and nation, macro-micro, major-
minor, canon, models of literary historiography 

Module III: Crisis and Critique 

Édouard Glissant: Cross-Cultural Poetics: National Literatures (1981)  

Ngugi wa Thiong’o: The Quest for Relevance (1986)  

Edward W. Said: “The World, the Text, and the Critic” (1983)  

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak: "Crossing Borders”  

Module IV: Contemporary Explorations 

Bruce Robbins:  Comparative Cosmopolitanism (1992)  



Stephen Totosy de Zepetnek: “The New Humanities: The Intercultural, the Comparative, and 
the Interdisciplinary” 

Pascale Casanova:  Literature, Nation, and Politics (1999) / The World Republic of Letters 

Spivak: “Rethinking Comparativism” 

Emily Apter: A New Comparative Literature (2006)  

Franco Moretti:  “Evolution, World-Systems, Weltliteratur” (2006)  

David Damrosch: Rebirth of a Discipline: The Global Origins Comparative Literature 

Alfred Lopez: “Postcolonialism and the Future of Comparative Literature” 

Ella Shohat and Robert Stam: "From Eurocentrism to Polycentrism," in Unthinking Eurocentrism 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


