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GIR 5303: INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS 

Course Rationale 

This course studies in detail the evolution and the development of international organizations 
and the functions they perform in global and regional governance.  An in-depth study of the 
structure and functioning of the United Nations will be the highlight, so as to analyze whether 
it has lived up to the expectations, hope and aspirations of its architects. The paper will also 
throw light on the shift from political and security considerations to social, economic and 
humanitarian concerns following the end of the Cold War and the United Nations’ role in 
facilitating these changes. It also examines how the regional organisations play a supportive 
role. The course will be taught through lectures and presentations.   

 

Course Outcomes 

On completion of this course, students will display an advanced level of competence about the 
role of international organizations and the role of the great powers. They will be able to 
theoretically analyse the workings of international and regional organizations.  

Course Contents 

1. The Role of International Organizations in Global Governance   
2. The International Court of Justice and International Law  
3. The United Nations I: Legal Perspectives and Role   
4. The United Nations II: Peace and Security   
5. The European Union and other Regional Organizations-  SAARC, African Union- ASEAN 
6. Security Organizations: NATO  
7. International Organizations and the Environment   
8. International Organizations, Human Rights and Development   
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