
















LEC 5011 Introduction to Cultural Studies 

Course Code LEC 5011 Semester  -- 

Course Title Introduction to Cultural Studies 

Credits 3 (Course duration: 80 Hrs/Ten Days) Type Elective 

Course Description 

Though reflected in the everyday private and public engagements of human beings; ‘culture’ somehow 

remains elusive often. The concreteness of cultural artefacts has to be understood juxtaposing them with 

the abstract nature of cultural philosophies. Interdisciplinarity is the cornerstone of all theoretical 

approaches in cultural studies. This course will cover disciplinary areas ranging from political ideologies, 

identity issues, postmodernist concerns, popular culture, media ecology, and cyborg semantics in order to 

provide contexts to decode the disciplinary category ‘Cultural Studies’. 

Course Outcome 

By the end of the course, the students will be able to: 

1. analyze the basic concepts and theories related to cultural studies  

2. discuss the foundational philosophies and approach to cultural studies 

3. classify and understand the various sites of culture 

4. discuss the specificity of various platforms of production of culture 

5. scrutinze the category of digital culture 

Course Structure 

Module I: Foundational Texts 

 Graeme Turner : “The Idea of Cultural Studies” 

 Farzad Sharifian: Language and Culture:  

 Homi K. Bhabha “Location of Culture” 

 Stuart Hall: “Encoding, Decoding” 

 Adorno and Horkheimer: “The Culture Industry” 

Module II: Sites of Culture 

 Raymond Williams: “Advertising: The Magic System”  

 Jim McGuigan: “Modernity and Postmodern Culture”  

 Stuart Hall: “Notes on Deconstructing the Popular”  

 Marshall McLuhan: “Introduction” to The Medium is the Message 

Module III: Social Media and Culture  

 “From Red to Green” : Jonathan Bate 

  “Introduction: Globalization and Culture”: John Tomlinson 

 “ Cultural Studies vs TheThird Culture” : Slavoj Zizek 

 “What Queer Theories Can do for You”: Donald E Hall 

 Gopal Guru, “Archaeology of Untouchability” 

 “Introduction: Questioning Everyday Life” :Ben Highmore 

Module IV: Digital Culture 

 “A Cyborg Manifesto: ….” : Donna Haraway 

 “What is Digital Humanities and What is it doing in English Departments? ”: Kirschenbaum, 

Matthew G. 

 “Trumped: How the Donald Won America” : James Ball 
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Key-Words:  

Ideology, Hegemony, Intertextuality, Representation, Cultural Imperialism, Essentialism, Othering, 

Visual Culture, Cultural Materialism,  
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Additional course requirements 

Regular attendance in the class; Active participation in class-room activities;; Submission of 

assignments on time; Presentation of seminar papers; Attendance in mid-semester and end-

semester examinations. 

Internal assessment 

Internal assessment for 40 marks will be distributed in several components which will be distributed 

through the semester. 

End Semester Assessment 

 Essay questions:  4 (Out of 08) of 10 marks each based on detailed texts. (40 marks)  

 Short answer questions:  3 (Out of 06) of 4 marks each based on non-detailed texts and Key-

words (12 Marks) 

 Annotation:  2 (Out of 04) of 4 marks each based on detailed texts only (08 

Marks) 

Supplementary materials 

Blended Learning/Flip Class with available MOOCs/YouTube Videos 

 


