
















LEC 5019 Understanding Posthumanism 

Course Code LEC 5019 Semester  -- 

Course Title Understanding Posthumanism 

Credits 3 (Course duration 120 Hours) Type Elective 

Course Description: 

Understanding Posthumanism focuses on the limits of humanism and the emergence of posthumanism in 

the recent decades. The term Posthuman is both a historical punctuation on our times as wells as a 

theoretical category. As we know, even the most violent forms of knowledge production, including the 

Colonialist enterprise had been masquerading themselves as “humanist.” Although the term humanism is 

unfashionable in quarters that celebrate post-truths, end of history and clash of civilizations etc, this course 

perceives that humanism can be critiqued in the name of humanism despite the many sanguinary aspects 

associated with it. Thus this course would rather try to look at Posthumanism as a New Humanism at a time 

when humans have stumbled on to become geological agents in the era of the Anthropocene.  

Course Outcome 

By the end of the course, students are expected to be able to: 

1. understand and interrogate the limits of humanism 

2. critically engage anthropocentrism 

3. engage the emergence and evolution of posthumanism  

4. Explore the post-human subjectivities  

5. work on the posthuman knowledge production  

Course Structure and Content:  

Students are expected to read texts for detailed study in advance and be prepared for discussion in the 

class. The course instructor will choose any two texts of his/her choice for detailed study from each module 

in the beginning of the semester and the rest of the texts will be for non-detailed study.  

Module I Beyond Humanism:  

This module addresses the limits of humanism and also explores how anthropocentric excesses have 

contributed to the human hubris in all our practices. On the one hand this module e xamines how 

humanism can be critiqued in the name of humanism, and on the other, it explores the ways in which we 

can resist our tendencies to exclude non-humans from our thought domains.  

 Edward Said “Humanism’s Sphere” (From Humanism and Democratic Humanism) 

 Martin Heidegger  “Letter on Humanism”  

 Deleuze and Guattari  “Introduction: Rhizome” ( From a Thousand Plateaus) 1-26 

 Daniel Lord Smail “Introduction: On Deep History and the Brain” 

Module II On the Humanimal:  

This module focuses on the writings of thinkers who contributed to the development of posthuman 

thinking. With a reading of Derrida, Deleuze, Guattari and Agamben’s writings on the human-animal 

interface, this module opens up new vistas of a non-human humanism.  

 Deleuze and Guattari  “Becoming-Intense, Becoming-Animal, Becoming-Imperceptible” 

 Jacques Derrida  “The Animal That Therefore I Am”  

 Giorgio Agamben  The Open 

  Kalpana Rahita Seshadri    “Preface” and “Introduction” to HumanAnimal  
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Module III Defining the Posthuman:  

This module engages contemporary thinkers who contributed to Posthumaism as a critical practice. In 

addition, this module also attempts to answer the question “what is posthumanism?” from various 

perspectives. 

 Donna Haraway “A Cyborg Manifesto”  

 Cary Wolfe “Introduction: What is Posthumanism?” (From What is Posthumanism?)  

 Timothy Morton “Things in Common: An Introduction” (From Humankind: Solidarity with 

Non-Human People) 

 Rosi Braidotti  “The Posthuman Condition” (From Post Human Knowledge ) 

Module IV Ethics in the Anthropocene:  

This module focuses on the New Humanist ethics and the agency of the human in the era of the 

Anthropocene. It attempts to look at the geological agency of the humans and explores the notions of 

‘species thinking’ and vibrant materialities’ in moments of danger such as Anthropogenic Global warming.  

 Bruno Latour “Agency at the time of the Anthropocene” 

 Jane Bennett “The Force of Things” (From Vibrant Matter)  

 Dipesh Chakrabarty “The Planet- An Emergent Humanist Category”  

 Roy Scranton “Coming Home” From Learning to Die in the Anthropocene  
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Continuous Evaluation:  

Internal assessment for 40 marks will be distributed in several components which will be distributed 

through the semester. 

End Semester Assessment 

The End-Semester Assessment for 60 marks will comprise of:  
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Essay questions:   2 questions of 15 marks each (30 marks) 

Short answer questions: 6 questions of 5 marks each (30 Marks) 

Online Resources 

Letter on Humanism http://pacificinstitute.org/pdf/Letter_on_%20Humanism.pdf  

Introduction: Rhizome https://www.ntnu.no/wiki/download/attachments/.../deleuzeguattarirhizome.pdf  

“Becoming-Intense, Becoming-Animal, Becoming-Imperceptible” 

http://www.after1968.org/app/webroot/uploads/TPBecoming(1).pdf  

“The Animal that therefore I am” https://www.e-

skop.com/images/UserFiles/Documents/Editor/derrida_cat.pdf 

“The Open: Man and Animal” http://ewa.home.amu.edu.pl/Agamben,%20The%20Open.pdf 

Audio – Lecture Rhizome - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XYc2scuJrI&t=137s  

Rosi Braidotti – What is the human in the Humanities Today 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEMLBSRh5Dk  

Rosi Braidotti - Posthuman Knowledge https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CewnVzOg5w  

Dipesh Chakrabarty - The Anthropocene Project. An Opening 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svgqLPFpaOg 

 


