
















LEC5102 Drama  

Course Code LEC5102 Semester  I 

Course Title Drama  

Credits 4 Type Core 

Course Description 

This course surveys the emergence, development and spread of drama as a distinct discursive genre in 

different continents from the classical times to the end of the Victorian era. To begin with, classical 

dramatic traditions like the Greek, the Indian and the Roman are discussed in detail. Then, the development 

of British drama from the second half of the 16th century to the end of the 19h century would be analysed 

with special focus on some representative texts which encapsulate the diverse trends and directions that 

went into the formulation of the literary spirit and taste of the times. To conclude, this survey shows how, 

by the end of the Victorian era, the ground was well prepared for the emergence of Modern Drama around 

the world.  

One text from each module will be chosen for detailed study. 

Course Outcome 

By the end of the course, the students will learn to: 

1. differentiate between different classical dramatic traditions; 

2. historically contextualize pre-twentieth century dramatic movements; 

3. distinguish between different dramatic genres; 

4. compare and contrast plays belonging to different ages and countries; and 

5. carry out critical readings of plays using different critical tools and key-words  

Course Structure 

Module I: Classical Western Drama  

 This module will provide a broad critical perspective on classical Greek and Roman drama in the context of 

select tragedies and comedies 

 Sophocles: Oedipus Tyrannus 

 Aristophanes: Lysistrata 

 Lucius Seneca: Phaedra 

Module II: Classical Sanskrit Drama  

This module will provide a broad critical perspective on classical Sanskrit drama in the context of select 

natakas and prakarana. 

 Kalidasa: Shakuntala 

 Sudraka: Mricchakatika 

 Bhavabhuti: Malati-Madhava 

Module III: Pre-Elizabethan and Elizabethan Drama 

This module will provide a broad critical perspective on Pre-Elizabethan and Elizabethan drama in the 

context of select tragedies comedies, and romantic comedies 

 Christopher Marlowe: Dr. Faustus  

 Shakespeare: Tempest 
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 Ben Jonson: Volpone 

Module IV: Restoration Drama 

This module will provide a broad critical perspective on Restoration drama and Naturalistic drama in the 

context of dramatic texts. 

 Aphra Behn: The Rover  

 William Wycherley: The Country Wife 

 Henrik Ibsen: A Doll’s House 

Key-Words:  

Classical Greek Drama, Classical Indian Drama, Bharata’s Natyashastra, Classical Roman Drama, Classical 

Japanese Theatre, Commedia dell’Arte, Mysteries-Miracles and Interludes, Morality Plays, Indian Folk 

Theatre Forms, Senecan Tragedy, University Wits, Elizabethan Stage, Comedy of Humours, Comedy of 

Manners, Heroic Tragedies, Sentimental and Anti-Sentimental Comedies, Naturalistic Drama. 
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Additional course requirements 

Regular attendance in the class; Active participation in class-room activities; Participation in 

performance and theatre festivals; Submission of assignments on time; Presentation of seminar 

papers; Attendance in mid-semester and end-semester examinations. 

Internal assessment 

Internal assessment for 40 marks will be distributed in several components which will be distributed 

through the semester. 

End Semester Assessment 

Essay questions: 4 questions of 10 marks each based on detailed texts (40 marks)  

Short answer questions: 3 questions of 4 marks each based on non-detailed texts and Key-words (12 

Marks) 

Annotation: 2 questions of 4 marks each based on detailed texts (08 Marks)  

Supplementary materials 

Blended Learning/Flip Class with available MOOCs/YouTube Videos 

Online resources 

< https://www.slideshare.net/osamamuneer333/the-history-of-drama-44169946> 
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< https://entertainism.com/history-of-drama>  

 


