
















LEC5103 Literary Criticism 

Course Code LEC5103 Semester  I 

Course Title Literary Criticism 

Credits 4 Type Core 

Course Description 

This course aims to provide a clear understanding of the fundamental concepts of Literary Criticism along 

with a comprehensive knowledge of the history of critical transactions. Representative samples of various 

schools of criticism from Classical Age right up to the beginning of the Modern Age are given as focal texts 

in this course. These select samples comprise texts that are important not only in the field of literary 

criticism but also in the domain of cultural/aesthetic studies and Humanities in general. 

Course Outcome 

By the end of the course, the students should be able to 

 discuss the important concepts in Literary Criticism,  

 discuss the major critical terms associated with criticism  

 identify the similarities and differences between major literary critical approaches and outlook. 

 apply the major concepts of literary thery in critical analysis of literary texts 

 interpret litrary texts from the perspective of literary critical tools studied. 

Course Structure 

The following is a detailed syllabus. The course instructor will select three texts from each module for 

detailed study and prepare the Course File each time the course is offered and the rest of the texts will be 

for non-detailed study. 

Module I: Classical Criticism 

 Plato, Republic, ‘Mimesis’ (NATC 45-76) 

 Aristotle, Poetics ‘Tragedy’ (NATC 88-114) 

 Longinus, On the Sublime (NATC 136-153) 

 Horace, Ars Poetica (NATC 122-132) 

Module II: Neoclassical to the Victorian 

 Philip Sidney, “The Defence of Poesy” (NATC 254-282) 

 John Dryden. “An essay of Dramatic Poesy”  (NATC 302-303) 

 Samuel Johnson. “Preface to Shakespeare” (NATC 373-385) 

 William Wordsworth. “From Preface to Lyrical Ballads” (NATC 559-578) 

 Samuel Coleridge. Ch. 14. Biographia Literaria (NATC 586-590) 

 Matthew Arnold: “The Function of Criticism at the Present Time” (NATC 695-713) 

Module II: Formalisms 

 TS Eliot. ‘Tradition and Individual Talent’ (NATC 955-960) 

 Victor Schlovsky. “Art as Technique” (NATC) 

 Cleanth Brooks, ‘Language of Paradox’ (from The Well-Wrought Urn) 

 Northrop Frye. “Archetypes of Literature” (NATC 1304-1315) 
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 Roman Jakobson ‘The Metaphoric and Metonymic Poles” (NATC 1152-1155) 

Module IV: Non-Western Criticism 

 K Krishnamoorthy. “Sanskrit Poetics: An Overview” (Devy 317-342). 

 M Hiriyanna, “The Number of Rasas”. (Devy 343-345) 

 BK Matilal. “Bhartrhari’s view of Sphota” (Devy 375-388)  

 AK Ramanujan. “On Ancient Tamil Poetics” (Devy 346-374) 

Key words:  

 Akam,  anagnorisis,  archetype,  auchitya,  catharsis,  dhvani,  esemplastic imagination,  fancy,  hubris,  

imitation, demiurge, metaphor,  metonymy, Mimesis,  objective correlative,  poetry, porul,  puram,  rasa,  

sphota,  sublimity,  thinai,  tragedy,  vakrokti 
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Additional course requirements 

All students are to make presentations on topics given to them in class within a week. THe 

presentation shall also be submitted in the common blog created for this purpose by the authors. 

Internal assessment 

Internal assessment for 40 marks will comprise of the following units: midterm test (20), seminar 

presentation (10), Quiz (5), and classroom exercises (5). 

End Semester Assessment 

The End-Semester Assessment for 60 marks will comprise of  

Objective questions:  10 questions of 1 mark each (10 Marks) 

Short answer questions: 6 questions of 5 marks each (30 Marks) 

Essay questions:  2 questions of 10 marks each (20 marks) 

 


