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This course intends to specifically look at the diverse representations of the matrilocal and matrilineal 

practices of North Malabar. The first module seeks to introduce the candidate to advanced scholarship in 

Matriarchal and Matrilineal Studies. Representations of matrilocal/matrilineal practices in oral narratives, 

archival records, literature and print media, visual narratives such as films, paintings and photographs etc. 

will constitute the major focus of the course. As more narratives are likely to come up in the course of the 

candidate’s fieldwork, the list of narratives currently furnished in the syllabus is tentative.  The course 

would also equip the candidate to make a comparative analysis of the matrilocal/matrilineal practices 

among the Muslims of North Malabar with those of the other communities of the region along with similar 

practices among the Muslims across the state, the nation and the globe.  

Course Objectives 

1. To introduce foundational and advanced scholarship on Matriarchy and its variant forms like mariliny, 

matrilocality and matrifocality 

2. To explore the matrilocal/matrilineal practices among the mappila Muslim community of North 

Malabar through oral, print, visual and digital narratives 

3. To develop an understanding about the matrilocal/matrilineal practices among the mappila Muslim 

community of North Malabar through archival documents like government records, legal documents 

and historical studies  

4. To explore the  matrilocal/matrilineal practices among the mappila Muslim community of North 

Malabar in relation to similar practices and traditions among Muslim and other communities across the 

world 

Course Structure 

Given below is a detailed syllabus. The course instructor will select two to three texts from each Module 

for detailed study in the Semester and for purposes of assessment. The remaining texts will be marked for 

recommended reading. 

Module I: Matriarchal/ Matrilineal Studies 

Matriarchy refers to the social system of kinship where women play a central role in the constitution of the 

family as well as the society. This module intends to familiarise the researcher with prior scholarship on 

Matriarchy and matriarchal societies and its various intricate forms like mariliny, matrilocality and 

matrifocality. 

 David M. Schneider, Kathaleen Gough- “Introduction: The Distinctive Features of Matrilineal 

Descent Groups” in Matrilineal Kinship pp. 1-29 

 G. Arunima- “Matriliny and its Discontents’’  
 Robin Jeffrey- “Legacies of Matriliny: The Place of Women and the ‘Kerala Model.’” 
 P.V. Balakrishnan- Matrilineal System in Malabar (Selections) 

 N.P. Hafiz Mohamad- “The Strength of Matrilocal Sub-culture” in Socioeconomic determinants of 

the continuity of matrilocal family system among Mappila Muslims of Malabar pp. 83-110 

 Farook,M., E. Haskerali -“Appropriated Islam: Hindu- Muslim Cultural Symbiosis and Matriliny 

among the Mappilas of Kerala” 

Module II: Matrilocal/Matrilineal Practices of North Malabar: Oral Narratives 

This module looks at the matrilocal/matrilineal practices of North Malabar through oral accounts, folk 

songs, stories, myths and other oral narratives.   
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 Matriliny in Mappila Songs (Ammaayi Paattukal) 

 Interviews with elderly people 

 Folk tales on the inception of the Arakkal Dynasty 

 Myth of Moonnpettumma/ Kaattilepalli Uroos and related matriarchal discourses 

Module III: Matrilocal/Matrilineal Practices of North Malabar: Archival Documents 

This module will look at governmental records, legal documents, historical studies and documents, letters 

etc. concerning the matrilocal/ matrilineal practices of North Malabar. 

 William Logan. Malabar Manual 

 K.K.N. Kurup- “The Beginnings” in Ali Rajas of Canannore 

 M.G.S. Narayanan- “Coexistence of Creeds and Communities” in Cultural Symbiosis in Kerala  

 The Mappila Marumakkathaayam Act, 1939 

 Arakkal Archives- Arakkal Museum & Chirakkal Folklore Museum 

Module IV: Matrilocal/Matrilineal Practices of North Malabar: Literary & Print Narratives  

This module covers literary and print narratives like novels, prose pieces, poems, songs, stories, plays, 

news reports, advertisements, articles/publications in magazines etc. which fictionalize/feature the 

matrilocal/ matrilineal practices of North Malabar. 

 P.A. Muhammed Koya- Sulthan veedu 

 N.P. Hafiz Muhammed- Espathinaayiram 

 Abdulkareem, K. K. Muhammed, comp. -Makthi Thangalude Sampoorna Krithikal. 

 “Row over compensation for demolished property in Makkah”. The Hindu. Kannur, 23 May 2013. 

(Newspaper Report) https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/row-over-compensation-for-

demolished-property-in-makkah/article4742629.ece 

Module V: Matrilocal/Matrilineal Practices of North Malabar: Visual/Digitalised Narratives  

The module takes up for study visual/ digitalised narratives like feature films, documentaries, paintings, 

photographic records, CDs etc. based on the rituals and practices of the matrilocal/ matrilineal community 

of North Malabar. 

 Santhosh Sivan Dir. – Urumi 

 Documentary on the Arakkal Dynasty- Media One. Jan 11, 2018 - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTNBDtZQWWk&t=18s 

 Talk on “Matriarchal Islam and Women’s Status” by Mahmood Kooria- Kerala Literature 

Festival- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMQS92iYOgA&t=1777s 

 “Marumakkathaayam”. www.matriarchalislam.org Youtube September 7, 2017. 

Module VI: Matrilocal/Matrilineal Practices of North Malabar: A Comparative/Exploratory 

Analysis 

This module attempts a comparative analysis of matrilineal practices among other communities of North 

Malabar and of Muslims/other communities across the state, the nation and the world. 

 Heide Goettner Abendroth- “A Critical History of Perspectives on Matriarchy” in Matriarchal 

Societies: Studies on Indigenous Cultures across the Globe pp. 1-42 

 Leela Dube. - “Matriliny and Islam in Lakshadweep.” 
 Tiplut Nongbri- “Khasi Women and Matriliny: Transformations in Gender Relations” in Gender, 

Technology and Development pp. 359-395 

 Dennis McGilvray- “A matrilineal Sufi shaykh in Sri Lanka” in South Asian History and Culture 

pp. 246-261 

 Tsuyoshi Kato- “Change and Continuity in the Minangkabau Matrilineal System” pp. 1–16 

 Evelyn Blackwood- “Representing Women: The Politics of Minangkabau Adat Writings” in The 

Journal of Asian Studies pp. 125–149.   

 Around the Land of Conquests: A Play on Matrilineal Muslims of Indonesia 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YtChkOhVPxk    
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 Liazzat J. K Bonate- “Matriliny, Islam and Gender in Northern Mozambique” in Journal of 

Religion in Africa pp. 139–166 
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