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Minutes of the Board of Studies meeting held on July 8, 2020

1. The 2nd board of studies meeting for the Department of Public 
Health and Community Medicine was held on July 8th 2020 from 10 
am to 1pm. The meeting was attended by the following members.

Sl. Name of the expert Capacity Designation & Affiliation

1 Dr Elezebeth Mathews Chairperson HOD (In-charge), DPH&CM, 

CUK

2 Prof. (Dr.) KR 

Thankappan

Member Professor, DPH&CM, CUK

3 Assoc. Prof. Dr. 

Rajendra Pilankatta

Member Dean, School of Medicine & 

Public Health, CUK

4. Dr Sibasis Hense Member Asst. Professor, DPH&CM, 

CUK

5 Prof. (Dr.) Raman Kutty 

V

Member Epidemiologist and Data 

Science Consultant, Amala 

Institute of Medical Sciences, 

Thrissur, Kerala

6 Prof. (Dr.) Unnikrishnan 

B

Member Associate Dean and Professor

Department of Community 

Medicine, Kasturba Medical 

College, Mangalore MAHE.



7 Dr. Shailendra Kumar B 
Hegde

Member Senior Vice President - Public 
Health Innovations at Piramal 
Swasthya, Hydearabad (India)

8. Dr. C.K. Jagadeesan Member State Nodal Officer of 

ARDRAM Mission and Deputy 

Director, Directorate of Health 

Services, Govt. of Kerala 

9. Dr. K Vijayakumar Member Professor, Dept. of Community 

Medicine, Amrita Institute of 

Medical Sciences, Kochi.

10. Mr. Prakash Babu 

Kodali

Faculty 

member

Department of Public Health 

and Community Medicine, 

Central University of Kerala

11 Ms. Jayalakshmi 

Rajeev

Faculty 

Member

Department of Public Health 

and Community Medicine, 

Central University of Kerala

2. The Department proposed for a change in the eligibility criteria for 
admission to the MPH program due to the increasing number of 
applications from life sciences and biomedical stream. Faculty 
members envisioned that if there are more applications with 
relaxed eligibility criteria, the competition to the program will be 
tougher and best students can be selected to the program.

Current Eligibility criteria: MBBS/BDS/B.Sc. Nursing (4 years)/any 
Branch of Engineering (4 years)/ B.Pharma/Bachelor of Phototherapy/ B. 
AYUSH/ B.Vety/B.V.Sc./ Master in Social Work/ Economics/ Policy 
Science/ Sociology/Nutrition/ Development Economics/ Public 
Administration/Psychology/ Law. No upper age limits.
Proposed eligibility criteria: Bachelor’s degree in the following 
disciplines are eligible: Medicine / AYUSH / Dentistry / Veterinary 
Sciences/ Nursing/ Allied Health Sciences / Life Sciences / Statistics / 
Biostatistics / Demography / Population Studies / Nutrition / Sociology / 



Psychology / Anthropology / Social Work/ Engineering/ Bio-medical 
sciences/ Law/ Management Studies/ Public Policy & Administration/ 
Economics. No upper age limits.

The members of the Board of Studies deliberated on the eligibility 
criteria proposed by the department and approved the same. 

3. The MPH curriculum was revised as per the curriculum 
promulgated by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
adhering to the CBCS guidelines of University Grants Commission. 
The revised curriculum has also incorporated value addition 
courses from Massive Open Online Courses from SWAYAM 
program of Government of India as electives. 

The revised MPH programme consists of 72 Credits, of which 59 
and 13 credits are offered through core and elective courses 
(including MOOC courses) respectively. Semester- I consist of 20 
credits; Semester- II consist of 20 Credits; Semester-III consist of 
18 Credits; and Semester -IV consist of 14 credits. 

The revised program structure was approved by the members.

4. Dr. Vijayakumar recommended that disaster management be 
included in Principles of Practices of Public Health course and the 
same has been incorporated. 

5. Dr. Jagadeesan suggested the need to include health systems 
based internship to students to get them acquainted with the 
functioning of the health system. He further suggested that the 
course on Health Promotion methods and approaches shall also 
include the approaches in decentralized system. The same has 
been incorporated.

6. The courses and the syllabi was reviewed and approved by the 
members.




















