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REPORT 

The School of Cultural Studies in association with the Centre for Curriculum Research 

Policy and Educational Development, School of Education has organized a three-day National 

Level Workshop on Designing Research in Social Sciences, from 04-06 March 2020 at the Capital 

Centre, Thiruvananthapuram, under the Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya National Mission on 

Teachers and Teaching. The objective of the three-day national level workshop was to ensure a 

platform for interaction among teachers from social science stream and to provide them an 

opportunity to hear from experts in the field of research. The workshop that spanned over three 

days covered areas like Research Problem, Review of Literature, Research Questions, Research 

Design, Language of Research, Theory in Social Science Research and Plagiarism.  

 The Workshop was a venue for the participants to interact with experts in the field. The 

resource persons include Prof. (Dr.) G. Gopa Kumar, Prof. (Dr.) K. Jayaprasad, Prof. (Dr.) Simon 

G. Thattil, Prof. (Dr.) M.R Biju, Dr. Ravi Sankar S. Nair, Dr. Jayesh G, Ms. Maya Davi Chalisserry 

and Ms. Devika Jayssell. The workshop consisted of Seven Technical Sessions, Two Hands-on 

Training, One Interactive Session, One Group Activity and a One to One Interaction. Highlight of 

the workshop was the one-to-one interaction where the participants got the opportunity to interact 

with the resource persons, individually. The Workshop had the fulltime participation of 26 persons. 

  

The first day of the Workshop had three technical sessions, an interactive session and hands 

on training session. Prof. Gabriel Simon Thatttil handled the first technical session on Research 

Problem: Identification and Development. This session went on until 11:30, which comprised of 

talks on the research problem followed by questions and doubts about the same. The session 

culminated with interactive session, which saw interesting questions and ideas from the candidates. 

The second technical session was on Review of Literature and Dr. Ravi Sankar S Nair was the 

resource person for the same. The session saw diverse discussions and interactions. The Lunch 
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break was followed by the interactive session by Ms. Devika Jayssel on Research and Social 

Change. Ms. Devika being a Programme Officer for Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology & 

Environment (ATREE) talked about her experience in field. The session was enlightening and 

threw light on the difference between theory and practice in research. Then the workshop moved 

on to the final technical session on Stepwise Approach to Research Questions handled by Dr. 

Reinhart Philip. The session was informative and enlightening and the resource person took a lot 

of effort to clear all the doubts of the candidates and provided them an article from which they 

were asked to frame a number of Research Questions. The last session of the day was a hands-on 

training on Review of Literature. Ms. Maya Davi Chalissery handled this session. The resource 

person provided a comprehensive training on Literature Review. With the Hands-on Training 

session, we stopped for the day. 

The second day of the Workshop had a group presentation, three technical sessions and a 

one on one interaction. The first course of action on the second day of the workshop was the group 

presentation in which the candidates presented about the research questions, which they have 

formulated on the article provided on the first day. Most of the candidates presented their research 

questions and got their mistakes corrected by Dr. Reinhart Philip. It was followed by the 4th 

technical session of the Workshop as Dr. Jayesh G. as the resource person. Dr. Jayesh talked about 

the Research Design and had healthy and informative discussions on the design part of the 

research. Dr. Jayesh approached the topic from a grass root level, made sure that all the doubts of 

the candidates, and provided support in formulating their research design. The fifth session was on 

the Language of Research handled by Ms. Maya Davi Chalissery. The resource person being an 

Oxford language trainer provided great insight into the mistakes made by the researchers and 

academicians alike. The resource person made the candidates do a small exercise on language 

correction and proof reading, which helped to understand the errors made by them. This session 

was followed by a group activity moderated by Prof. M.R. Biju. The resource person made the 

candidates look into their own ideas of research by providing them topic from which they were 

asked to formulate Research questions and objectives. This helped the candidates to understand 

more about the aspects of research questions and the related areas. This session was a followed by 

a one-to-one interactive session. This session were handled by two resources persons- Dr. Reinhart 

Philip & Dr. Jayesh G. The candidates talked to the resource persons about their research areas 

and the doubts related to their research areas. This session provided a space for the candidates to 
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clear their confusion about the step forward in research. With the interactive session, the workshop 

ended for the day. 

The third and final day of the workshop had two technical sessions and a hands-on training 

session. The first and second technical sessions of the final day was on Plagiarism. Dr. Vinod 

V.M. handled these sessions. The resource person detailed all aspects of plagiarism, issues and 

solution. Dr. Vinod used his experience in teaching the problems caused by plagiarism and helped 

candidates understand how to avoid plagiarism and the basic mistakes made by researchers during 

formulation of the thesis. Dr. Vinod during the fag end of the session used his Orkund account to 

check plagiarism of some of the candidates and demonstrated the use of the same. The sessions 

allowed candidates to understand that plagiarism checks are important to every researcher and thus 

eliminating the confusion of the candidates on Plagiarism. It was followed by a hands-on training 

session, after the lunch break. Prof. M.R. Biju and Dr. Jayesh G. handled this session, which aimed 

at training candidates in framing Research Proposal and its various aspects like Research 

questions, research objectives and other aspects like compiling review and choosing methodology. 

This session helped candidates to apply all the knowledge imparted by the workshop in a real life 

situation. The candidates were very much satisfied with the session and were able to clear various 

aspects of the initial stages of the Research. 

The workshop ended with the valedictory session. It started with the university anthem 

followed by a welcome address by Mr. Kailas Nath G, Research Scholar and Coordinator of the 

seminar. Prof. G. Gopa Kumar, Vice Chancellor, Central University of Kerala delivered the 

Valedictory address, which heavily revolved around the Social Sciences Research in the 21st 

century.  A feedback session followed, where many candidates talked about their experience of 

the workshop. Most notable request among the feedback was the request to organize a series of 

workshops on various aspects of Research.  They thanked the organizers and resource persons for 

the workshop and the knowledge they received. The workshop ended with a Vote of Thanks by 

Dr. Reinhart Philip, the Organizing Secretary of the Workshop and the National Anthem. 

     

    

Prof. (Dr.) K. Jayaprasad 
Dean, School of Cultural Studies 


