










Activity Report: A Panel Discussion on “National Health Policy 2017: 

Commitments, Inquisitions and Way Forward”. 
A panel discussion on National Health Policy (NHP) 2017 was conducted by the Department 

of Public Health and Community Medicine, Central University of Kerala on 13th July, 2017. 

The panelist for this event were Dr. Daya Shankar Maurya, Chairperson, Health Management 

Programme, TA Pai Management Institute, Manipal and Dr. Raman Swathy Vaman, District 

Programme Manager, National Health Mission, Kasaragod. It was attended by 66 participants 

including PG and PhD students as well as faculty members of the University.  

The purpose of this discussion was to share the valuable insights of experts and impart 

necessary skills among the students from health and related disciplines and discuss on the 

commitments, unanswered questions and future direction of NHP 2017. This event 

enabled a rigorous discussion among the academic and research communities across health, 

development and allied sectors resulting in better understanding of important elements of the 

current health policy and its implication on the health care delivery.  

Some of the important areas such as “Changing Epidemiological Profile, Public Health System 

Strengthening, National Health Programmes and Comprehensive and Affordable Health Care” 

were discussed. In addition, the importance of public private partnerships and inter-sectorial 

coordination within the health sector were discussed in greater detail. The students and the 

faculty members from different schools of the University actively participated in the discussion 

by asking questions and sharing their experiences and views with the panelist.  

The discussion concluded on a positive note reflecting our government’s positive outlook 

towards the health of Indians. Moreover, the discussion argued and suggested strengthening of 

India’s health system would be achievable with committed leadership and effective 

governance. 
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