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Part-I
Historical Setting
'fhe wqrd'Rohingla'b a hlstorical name

I for Ae Muslim Arakanese. There is *ill .
a Muslim vi.llage in Akayab (Situ,e) dty by

the name of Rohingryra pan . The old name

for Rakhirre State was Rohang ftom wtridr

the term Rohingya was derired. Todgy,

this terminology (Rohingla) tns .become

politically charged. Two sFong blocs in
Myanmar harre emerged: pro and anti

Rohingp. The prc bloc takes tre vie$, $at
the Rohingyas se$ed in Burma in the ninth

century whldr, through the ages, hane mixed

with Bengalis, Fersians, Moghuls, T.urks and

Pathans, in line with the historically plunllstic

population of Arakan Sbte . The latbr takes

the view that the Rohing1as are a modem

consfruct, comprising, principally, of illegal

Chittagonian Bengalis that anived as a by-
product of British colonial rule . The term

Rohingp howerrer lost b salience since the
late 1960s due toBre factthatthe govemment

uses the term 'Eengalii which implies

immigrcnt stahrs. Ttre Rohingrps 
-i4udims

and ethnically different from the rest ethnh
groups in Myanmar::- at€ nd reognised as

'citizendof Mlanmar. Theyare onsidered as

'resident foreigners'. The Burma Ctizerstrip
Law (1982) divlded citizens bythfee different

categories: citizens, associate citizens, ard
nafuralized ciUzens. Citizenship status @mes

with three colour coded citizenship scrutiny

in card pin( blue and green respectively.

The previous . parliamentary

govemment (before t962, the civilian
govemment headed by Prime Minister U

Nu, a social democratic politician) listed

144 ethnic groups in Burma. But General

Ne Win put only 135 groups on a short
lis!, and then was approved by his BSpp

regimeb constitution of 1974. In its census,

21

Mlanmar deliberately o<duded Rohingyas

from the list of the counufs 135 offidal
ethnic groups. One of the most important

aryuments Ne Wnis govemment put fortfr in

favour of the o<dusion is that the citizenship

hw reognizq citizens those whose

families had seHed in the counly before

independence in f948 Cfran, 2015). In
addition, sone other events rendered them
stateless such as Opention Nagamin which

was laundred in 1978 (Equal Rights Trust

2OL4), when' 'marry , Rohingyas had their

officjal docurnentation taken away by inter-

agency teams of inspecbrs. SubsequenUy,

the military rcgime promulgated tre 1982

Citizenship law (Equal Rights Trust, 20t4).
Under section 6 of the 1932 Law,

persons who were already citizens at
the time the taw carne inb force would

onUnue to be so. The law also prwided for
oAssociate' and'Nafuralised' citizen*rip,

the fonner being for those whose citizenship

applications were being processea at the

time and the later boing those wtro.are not

citizens but can establlsh that they and their
predecessors lirred ln the cnuntry,fior to
independerrce (Equal Righb Trust 2014).

Thus, all Rohingyas for, whonr Mlanmar was

home sfrould harc been able to contnue to
enjoy/aquire Myanmar nationality either

under section 6 of the Act, or as nah.rnlised

or associate citizens.

However, while most Rohingyas would

be able to tnce their ancestry, at hast, to
the colonial period, the lack of adequate

documentation meant that the rnst majority

have not been recognised as citizens. Those

who were qualified for citizenship under the

1948 law, would no longer qualiff under

this new law. Therefore, they would be

considered associate ciUzens if they had

applied for citizenship in 1948 (Human

Rights Watdr, 20OB). In order to beconre a

nahrnlized citizen, one has to have ryidence

that they (applicant or their parents) entered

and resided in Burma prirrr to independence

in 1948. Rohingps were not subjected

b any laws sudr as the Foreigner Act
(Indian Act III,, 1846), the Registration of
Foreigners Act,(Burma Act VII, 1940) and

the Registntion of Foreigners Rules, 1948)

relatd to Registction of Foreigners before

or after Burma's independence. Under

national qrrcta, Rohingy-a representativa

were elected during olonial administntion

from Nodr Arakan as Burmese naUonals.

Iri 1lx6,,,as an irdigenous people, C,eneral

Aung San assurcd full rights and privileges

to Muslp Rohingyas.. saytrq that native
people should not be divided.

Cti3ership is a necessary category

ondition for claiming full entiflements of
rights in a sovereign sbte. The theoretical

onsffudiorts of ciUzenshig according to
Bosniak and Bloemraad enompass four
primary dimensions of the concep! legal

stahrs, righ$ politirzl partlcipation and

belonging. Establishing mono'rcligious

naUonalist ideology may be is in the mindset

. and ethnic deansing b the way of creaUrg

sudr nation. Implications for the lack of fult

citizenship arc far reaching. They become

subject to abuses, including restrictions on

their freedom of movement, discriminatory

on access to education, forced labour and

arbitrary confiscation of propefl'.

ln t942, Japan invaded Burma and

Britain rekeated, forcing many Rohingyas to
flee into East Bengal. Tensions belween the

overnment and the RohipSVa escalated after
Burma became independent and the Burma

Socialist Party seized power and dismantled

Rohingya social and political organizations

in 1962. ln L977, the military registered all
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