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Gendef Equality and Empowerment of women
are appears to be much publicised cliched concepts
of the 21.st Century. TLough media tarks about

it, the politicians talk about-it, Ieaders tark auout
it, policy makers talk about it, the international
communify tatk about it, yet women are no where
."?: to being full and equal participants in p,.rlti.
policy choices that aflect their rives. T# rack
of 

-adequate 
poriticar participation in decision-

making has far-reaching .orrrJqr"nces. It deprives
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y.?*un of important rights and responsibilities as
citizens' their viewpoints and p"tspu"ti r"i-i".,a
to remain unheard or under_repr"r"rrt"d and in
some instances ignored while taking key decisions
on national issues and while settin! ui prioritiesfor the Govenment. There was a widespread
perception that with the improvements in social
indicators, education and growing number of
women in the various emptoyment sectors, women
would automatically gain ,pu.u in the decision_


