Year of
Publication

THIS JOURNAL IS BEING
CATALOGUED, INDEXED
AND ABSTRACTED BY

LIBRARY OF
CONGRESS

UNIVERSITY OF
MICHIGAN

VOL. XX NO. 1 JULY-DECEMBER 2019 - Counma

UNIVERSITY

Social-Sqientes-|;‘danagement | Tourisra | Biotechnology | IT

Uniwersicy
of Pardubice

The Uriversity of Manchester

Arabian

i i : University of
Sea | Ses WSy s
TN ; BRI L
PPINES ; frcid
FEDERATED STATES IPSAS AISP
OF MICROMESIA Q o
o 5

ISSN 09?2—461 3

SN 00000094
4613 o

@\l mm,,




- South Asian Journal of Socio-Political Studies (SAJOSPS)
- ISSN 0972-4613 Vol, 20 No.1 (July-December 2019) PP 55-63

Lok Sabha Polls (2019) in Kerala:
A Decisive Political Vote -
Not a Minority Consolidation

Dr. M.R. Biju, Dean, School of Social Sciences / Dean, School of Legal Studies and Head,

Department of Public Administration and

Policy Studies, Central University of Kerala, Kasargode and
M.R.B. Anantha Padmanabha, Deputy Editor, South Asian Journal of Socio Political Studies (SAJOSPS)

Prelude
\Nhen the Congress suffered drubbing

in most parts of the country, Kerala
bud:edﬂwhmdandsbaodﬁnnlymmit,
handing the party-led United Democratic
Front 2 landslide. While the UDF won 19
of the 20 seats on offer, the Communists
suffered a humiliating defeat, ‘winning only
one seat in their only remaining bastion,
The verdict was almost a repeat of 1977
when the UDF won all 20 seats. The Sabari-
rr':alafacl:ormdeﬂslmpad, but not as pre-
dicted. While the CPM-led Left Democratic
Front suffered a debacle, the BIP-led NDA
failed to win even a single seat. The BIP,
riding on Sabarimala sentiments, had enter-
tained hopes of winning at least two seats,
but the best the party could achieve was a
runner-up position in Thiruvananthapuram.,
In all other seats, the NDA finished third.
However, the BJP was able to bag close to
3 lakh votes in Pathanamthitta and Thrissur:

Alappuzha turned out to be a face-
saver for the Left as A M Ariff, the CPM's sit-
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ting MLA from Aroor, managed to wrest the
seat from the Congress. In the UDE tally
of 19, the Congress has 15, Muslim League
two, and Kerala Congress (M) and RSP one
each. Nine of these seats were won by a
margin of more than one lakh votes, with
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi breezing past
his nearest rival P P Suneer of the CPM bya
record 4.31 lakh votes in Wayanad. The ig-
nominious defeat the Left suffered will have
far-reaching repercussions in state politics.
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan will have
too many questions to, answer, especially
on the Sabarimala front. It could even go
a long way in redefining his political ambi-
tions. State Congress president Mullappally
Ramachandran and senior leader Ramesh
Chennithala have demanded Pinarayi’s res-
ignation, terming the verdict a fitting reply
to his “arrogance and the Left Govern-
ment’s anti-people policies.”

While the LDF suffered shock -defeats
in its traditional strong-holds, including in
north Kerala, the victory of underdogs Re-

mya Haridas (Alathur) and V K Sreekanda:
(Palakkad) over sitting MPs P K Biju andm«
B Rajesh respectively should further dermngs-
alise the front. Chief Minister Vijayan, wis:
termed the verdict unexpected, said e
party would look into the factors that led:-
the debacle. In a statement, he said thee
Was a strong anti-BIP sentiment in Kerzlia
following the widespread campaigning Iy
the Left which led to the verdict. The et
pollsabol.rtﬂtstatecamem»easfarash
UDF landslide is concemned, BIP state chigf
P S Sreedharan Pillai blamed the party®:
failure to win a seat on UDF's minority ag-
peasement tactics, but said the NDA wouli'
soon emerge as an alternative in the state.
The failure ig sure to trigger conflicts in the:
party’s state unit in the coming days. B
it would not be surprising if a state leader
finds a place in the new Narendra Mo&
cabinet.

THE huge victory of the UDF in the
stateboundngmeLeftFrontbyamargiz
of 19-1 seems to be surprisingly owing te
the consolidation of minority and majority
vahesinfavourofﬂ'nefmnt,obviousryfw
different reasons. While the candidature of
Rahul Gandhi from Wayanad, who was pro-
jected as the Prime Minister candidate of
the UPA, led to the minority consolidation
in favour of the UDF and the Congress, the
Sabarimala issue was considered one of the
major factors which looked to the majority
consolidating.

Surprisingly, the Congress reaped the
benefits of the Sabarimala issue in which
the BIP was vociferous and fought it out on
the streets resulting in seveal party work-
ers being jailed. However, the BIP could not
get any seats in the state even after all the
Struggles it had undertaken for the cause,
The Congress stand all through the issue
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