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Regional & Social Parties in General Election

MR B & MR B Ay

Fhe 2019 Indian peneyy
Clection wins held e seven phises
om 1EApn 1o 19 May 2014 ¢,
‘\‘,l\\lllulvfhr I7th Lok Sabha | 1y
cotes were counted and resule wy.,
Jeclared on 23 May About v
anlhon people were eligible to vore
and UENOUE WIS Over 67 per cepg
e highest ever as well as (he
pighest parhicipation by womey
voters The Bharatiya Janata Party
won Y0V seats, turther inerensing
s substantial maority and the 13)p
ledd Nutional Democratic Alliance
won Y83 seats: The Indim National
Congress won 52 seats, and the
Congress-led Umited Progressive
Allance won D1 Other parties and
thenr alhances won 98 seats. The
Congress again fnled to secure the
requisite 10% ol the seats (54
seats) i the Lok Sabha Henee,
India remans without an ofticial
opposition party. Reasons attributed
(o the victory in¢luded the personal
popularity of Narendra Mod,
elTective voter turnout drives by the
NDA., a surge m pubhic nationalism
following the Pulwanma attack, the
consohdation of Hindu voters m a
multi-caste coahition and the
successtul implementation of social
wellure programms during the First
Modi mimistry’s term. Keeping this
i background an attempt has been
made m this paper to evaluate the
performance of the non- BIP and
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non-Congress Parties. It include
regronal parties, Social Justice
Parties and the Left. This study
also throws light on other key issues
ncluding representation of women,
representation of Mushims and
performance of NOTA cte

Regional Parties

Ihe gigantic saffron wave
that swept through the country
which smashed the hopes of many
regronal parties, which tried to

punch above their weight. Most ol

the aspiring parties - NCP, BSP,
SPIDS), AAP, AITADMK and
I'DP - have been reduced to single
digits i the Lok Sabha. West
Bengal's Trinamool Congress led
by Mamata Banerjee, who was

Vi reant after the electton resulis in Vew

eyeing the PM's post, suftered o
big blow as the BJP made deep in
roads nto her territory. TMC,
which had scored 34 in the 2014
Modi wave, was reduced to 22
after Thursday's results
Similarly, after winning four
2014, the RJD had
registered  a remarkable
performance in the 2015 Bihar
Assembly polls under the
lcadership of Tejashwi Yaday
However, 1t could not
forward as the party, along with
allies Congress and RLSP lost most
of the scats in the 2019 LS polls
The RID failed to win even a single
scal, making 1t the worst-ever
drubbing since its formation about
three decades ago. Sinularly, the

seats In

carry

Allegations of Undermining Institutions

The opposition parties have accused the NDA
government is destroying democratic institutions and
processes. Modi denied and blamed Congress and the
communists for undermining institutions including the
police, CBI and the CAG, and cited the murder of BIP
activists in Kerala and Madhya Pradesh. The Congress
party, other opposition parties and a group of retired civil
servants have accused the ECI as being compromised and

as endorsing the model code of conduct violations by
Narendra Modi and other BIP political leaders during their
campaign. Another group of 81 retired civil servants,

judges and academics disputed these allegations, made

counter-allegations, and stated that the ECI acted fairly
and similarly in alleged violations by either side. The
group states that such political attacks on the EClare a
“deliberate attempt to denigrate and delegitimise the
democratic institutions”.
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