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National Agricultural Market

The NAM is a logical move from the earlier agricult'ural
produce marketing committee reforms. What will it take

to make it successful? page 35

Water and Power Crises

The present drought in the country also puts a
question mark over the ambitious plans for expansion

of thermal power plants. page 12

Agenda of School Surveys

The human resource development ministry-organised
All India Schoolf#ducation Survey is in tune with

the demands of a neo-liberal economy and

labour market. page 24

Fish Consumption Patterns

Over the past three decades, National Sample

Survey data shows that while fish production in coastal
areas has increased, consumption patterns show
adecline. page 49

New History of Indian Railways

A detailed review essay looks at the way the history
of Indian Railways has been written and identifies
areas which can be looked at productively in

the future. page 28
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Further, the ams has also been viewed
45 a benchmark data for eclucational
planning and mlmmlstri\i'it‘iq fth Ains
1090) and has been hluhlighL 8 the
key source to ascertain the country’s
capacity to accomplish its constitutional
provision of education for all (sixth A1gs
1990). It has been acknowledged as the
key contributor to the micro- as well as
macro-level planning of school educa-
tion and a major source of educational
statistics (seventh Aises 2006). Finally
the eighth aises' guidelines say that
they “have also provided inputs to
make schools more attractive as well as
to provide quality education” (eighth
AISES' guidelines 2009).

Doubts about Validity

Grave doubts have been expressed about
the validity and reliability of the survey
findings. Since it is difficult to locate
serious studies about the aises, one has
to go back to the same surveys to see how
one survey points out the deficiencies
of the previous ones. For example, the
second Ams criticises the first on the
grounds that its findings are partially
inapplicable and can no longer be relied
upon for the purpose of planning the
provision of educational facilities during
the Fourth Five Year Plan period (Second
AIES 1967: 1). The third A1es (1979) criti-
cises the first and second A1gs for their
incomprehensive coverage of areas (p 6).
While the third Aigs was particular about
comprehensive coverage, the fourth Ares
(1980) viewed the third A1es as being too
comprehensive and data-heavy. The third
AIES was criticised by the successive for
its stress on collection of specific data and
thus restricted scope and sharp focus. The
fourth A1es was criticised for its methodo-
logical flaws as it had only limited terms
of reference and was restricted to only two
questionnaires for data collection (fifth
AIES 1990: 4). The sixth AIES (1999)
found fault with the previous surveys for
their poor institutional frameworks and
inability to use computational devices
for precise and accurate findings (p 5).
Any organisation that undertakes a
national survey in India must critically
look into its own cultural and regional
neutrality. It is obvous that questions will
be raised about the cultural and regional

neutrality of a national organisation like
the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NcerT) which is
situated in New Delhi. It uses the same
“survey tools” in states where the social,
economic, cultural and power relation-
ships are so vastly different. Another
important concern is that a syndicate of
academics at the NcerT who are theore-
ticians but non-practising teachers are
assuming a national standardising role in
the name of accountability. Further, there
is uncertajnty about the ability of the
NCERT to prescribe and monitor the pro-
fessional standards maintained by diverse
educational institutions from centrally
funded schools to state-funded schools
and from state government schools to
aided schools and private schools.

Each of the concerns mentioned
above are serious and need immediate
attention. However, this article focuses
on the role of the Aises in promoting a
new mode of national education govern-
ance in tune with the demands of the
neo-liberal economy and the labour
market that comes with it. The AISES
has become a key instrument in India to
tailor an education system that feeds the
neo-liberal labour market.

Thus the A1ses is to be understood as
a harbinger of a larger reform_emanat-
ing from the global market witi'specific
demands for educational outputs from
third world nations.

Since the dawn of the new econemic
policy in 1992, reforms in education have
accounted for its effectiveness. Every na-
tional level educational project demands
serious auditing due to the financial in-
vestment involved in it. Take, for exam-
ple, the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (ssA)
launched towards the end of the Ninth
Five Year Plan (2001-02) and the outlay
and expenditure on which was nominal
with a total allocation of Zs00 crore.
During the Tenth Five Year Plan (2002~
07), the initial total outlay was %17,000
crore. During the Eleventh Five Year Plan
(2007-12), it went up to ¥71,000 crore.
This exponential growth in funding
made the ssA a very crucial project un-
der the audit scanner of the economy. A
palpable result is that public schools are
no longer shielded from the pressure of
accountability and efficiency. As the
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overnment-controlled
fesponds unprofessionally to the dcmat: :
of efficiency and audits, the gap thus
created by the state’s withdrawal (also
in other areas like bousing and health)
(Strange 1996; Bourdieu 1998) is filled
by for-profit organisations which stand
ready with well-defined management
policies and methods. The profit-based
education “industry” works in tune with
market forces and follows a model that re-
ligiously practises the principles of effi-
ciency. As market forces are inherently
international (Meyer and Benavot 2013:
12), the Indian school education system
suffers from the pressure of accountability
and adoption of governance which has its
roots in profit orientation. This has led to
loosening of the government’s control
over the education system to be replaced
by global forces. The global market forc-
es are eclipsing individual private enter-
prise with their powerful and omnipo-
tent policies. These policies will in turn
enable educational institutions in devel-
oping nations, especially India, with a
potential workforce to hatch out labour-
ers for the labour market for the smooth
functioning of the global market. The
purpose of education will inevitably shift
from nation building, citizenship train-
ing, and development to “employability.”
The first AIES in 1957 was intended to
support the constitutional provision of
universalisation of compulsory education.
However, it became a statistical prop for
the five year plans. The results were not
very promising as is evident from our
continuing efforts to provide “education
for all.” All assessment surveys quantify
abilities to categorise the students as
“good,” “average” and “bad.” What is the
purpose behind such categorisation? Is
the aim to support those students who are
classified as “average” and “bad”? If such
is the case, we need to have more reme-
dial teaching institutions than for regular
teaching. Since this has not happened,
what purpose have these surveys accom-
plished? This needs to be debated in the
context of the neo-liberal juggernaut and
global market conditions. In the present
context the national school education
surveys which have been going on for 50
years are only helping the global market
forces rather than the youth of India.
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Téxe World Health Organization’s
nd TB Strategy,” envisages a

tuberculosis free world, with a

target to end the Tp epidemic

by 2035. For this, its member

states, including India, have

to se<.:ure sufficient resources.

Despite India’s high economic

growth in an otherwise gloomy

global economy, it struggles with

? resource crunch to support

Its national strategic plan for

effective TB control.
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tuberculosis (TB) patients in the

world, followed by China and Indo-
nesia; 23% of the global total of TB cases
are reported from India, followed by
China and Indonesia (both the countries
account for 10% of the global total each)
(wHo 2015b: 8). Despite being a prevent-
able and curable disease, TB kills nearly
a thousand people every: day. India and
Nigeria accounted \for' one-third of all
global T8 deaths in élﬁ'. Global T8 Report
2015 states “Progress¥n TB prevention,
diagnosis and treatment requires adequate
funding sustained over many years”
(wHo 2015b). In this context, the Govern-
ment of India’s (Gon) contribution needs

to be appropriate.

India has the highest number of

Inadequate Spending on Health
Twenty years back, the groundbreaking
and at the same time controversial World
Development Report (World Bank 1993)
empbhatically urged all governments to
invest in their population’s health, if
they needed to achieve economic growth.
India as a signatory to the Millennium
Development Goals was also committed
to increase its public spending on health
to up to 3% of its gross domestic product
(cpp). It is considered to be one of the
suggested benchmarks (6% of Gpp) for
universal health coverage.

However, spending on population’s
health from public funds in India
remained dismal at merely 1.34%, while
other countries, namely, Brazil, Thailand
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and South Africa spend 4.5% of ok I
health on an average. Smaller a.nq ‘é
nomically constrained countries
Rwanda, Swaziland, Lesotho, S 4
Kiribati and Micronesia too invest
than 6% of their GDP o health £ 4
2015a). This underspending on hea’
translates to inadequate funds ff)r V1
disease control programmes, includir
the Revised National TB Control” _‘

gramme (RNTCP).
According to the World Health (fA

ization (wHO) estimates, India requ’
$788 million, to give a full respo‘

jts TB epidemic in 2015. Howev?,»--
current spending on TB preventio,
care in India is merely $261 milliol

cating a gap of 66% ($527 million). £

estingly, this spending includes a ¥
Bank loan and support from intemam
donors to the tune of $141 million r

For example, in 2013 the Globa M
contribution to India was $165 r |'

(wHo 2015a). India’s neighbouring coun

tries like China, Brazil, Indones” !-

Bangladesh are investing much moyre *

their national TB programmes (T(A
This indicates a reluctance on the par+ -

the government to invest in TB ;_4

tion and care.

Table 1: TB Budget Reported Natkmal(,,d
Programmein 2015 b

(Current prices, $ millions, exchange rate ason 16}
2015) -q
Resources T8 Budgets -

2

Required for TB Rported by

Care as Per National T8

WHO Estimate Programmes
China 340 340
Brazil 126 77
Bangladesh 49 48
Indonesia 165 133
India "~ 788 261

Figures in brackets are percentage.
Source: “Global Tuberculosis Report 2015,” WHO/~

It is interesting to note that, as per wi .

estimates, India requires $788
for 2015 alone. However, the cof.
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