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Abstract

This paper analyses the variation in language at the lexical level and how the lexical choice of the
speaker(s) affects in shaping their identity by obtaining primary data from the lexicon of the Mappila dialect
of Malayalam spoken by the members of Mappila (Muslim) community of Kerala. Borrowings from Arabic,
Persian and Urdu helped in shaping their identity as Mappilas because of the correlation between these
languages and the Muslim religion. The paper shows how a variation in the lexical choice of the speakers
could be socially motivated and involve in shaping and changing identities and lexical items or vocabulary

clearly project the group identity and personal identity.
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VARIACION LEXICA Y LA NECESIDAD CAMBIANTE DE LA PROYECCION DE IDENTIDAD:
UN ESTUDIO SOBRE MAPPILA MALAYALAM

Resumen
Este articulo analiza la variacion en el lenguaje a nivel léxico y como la eleccidn léxica de los

hablantes influye en la configuracion de su identidad al obtener datos primarios del léxico del dialecto
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