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Objectives  

1. To provide the high end molecular diagnosis for SARSCoV2 infection 

using RTPCR in a resource poor neighborhood of CUK. 

2. To obtain the timely diagnosis report so as to support the community 

and health authorities of the state in curbing the spread of pandemic 

3. To train the manpower to conduct the COVID19 RTPCR testing in the 

molecular virology lab of CUK approved by the ICMR. 

4. To provide diagnostic services with special emphasis on early 

detection of viral pathogen thereby supporting the healthcare system 

both at state as well as national level for the prevention and control. 

5. To conduct advanced research on viral genomic surveillance in 

collaboration with Dept of Health and Family Welfare, Govt of 

Kerala. 

6. To promote research in the area of viral diagnostics and antiviral drug 

development.  

 

Molecular Virology lab of CUK came into functioning on 28th Mar 2020 as 

the 8th COVID19 RTPCR testing lab in the Kerala State and the first of its 

kind in the university settings at national level, with the approval of ICMR.   

SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED   MORE THAN 

  2.1 LAKHS TESTS 

“CUK- Committed for the educational upliftment and 

societal service” 
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 Dept of BCMB was instituted in 2010 as 

one of the first academic departments of 

CUK, under the Headship of eminent 

Biochemist, Prof P R Sudhakaran 

 The department was functioning in the 

transit campus till 2018, however, the 

department began its research program 

during 2011 upon the recruitment of three 

faculty members,   1) Dr Sameer Kumar VB, 

2) Dr Rajendra Pilankatta and 3) Dr Santosh R Kanade 

 

 Three important research labs were initiated, focusing on Molecular Virology (Dr Rajendra 

Pilankatta), Angiogensis (Dr Sameer Kumar VB) and Epigenetics (Dr Santosh R kanade), 

involving advanced molecular biology as a practical tool. This lead to the training of 

research scholars and master’s students in the modern area of biology. 

 

 The research and teaching strength was further augmented by the joining Prof D Govinda 

Rao (Immunology), Dr Aswati Nair (Plant Biochemistry) and Dr Thejaswini Venkatesh 

(Cancer Biology) in the year 2016.  

 The Molecular Virology lab under the leadership of Dr Rajendra Pilankatta initiated basic 

research on Dengue Viruses and Adenoviruses in collaboration with the various research 

branches of the department and outside institutes. Following are the major focus of 

Molecular Virology research, 1) Virus host cell interactions, 2) Replication machinery of 

Dengue virus, 3) Antiviral drug screening, 4) Seroprevalence of Dengue viruses and 

Adenoviruses & its implications and 5) Antibody – Dependent Enhancement (ADE) of viral 

infections.  

 

 Importantly, Dr MN Reddy (Former graduate student) and team explored the Occurrence 

of concurrent infections with multiple 

serotypes of dengue viruses during 2013–

2015 in the locale. This study established the 

standard molecular biology platform in the 

molecular virology laboratory for detecting 

the RNA virus infection in the human clinical 

samples using Nested RTPCR method. The 

study showed the existence of all four 

serotypes in the locale which is a great public 

health concern. The finding has been 

published in the leading international 

journal, Peer J with 39 citations yet1.  

 

A concerted effort of the Dept of 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 

(BCMB), CUK for establishing 

Molecular Virology lab 
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 As a continuation of this study, it was discovered by the lab that individuals with concurrent 

infection of multi-serotype of Dengue virus induces the enhancement of ApoA1 

(Lipoprotein) in the blood, which is found to be involved in the enhanced infection of viruses 

into the cells in the human host. The findings have been published in the international peer 

reviewed journal, Tropical Medicine and International Health2. 

 

 Similarly, the study on virus host cell interaction lead to the finding that the dengue virus 

infection upregulates several genes in the cell which is involved in the cell survival pathway 

known as Autophagy3. The mechanism can be targeted for the drug development against 

dengue virus. In continuation of this study, a novel nano-platform using ZnS QDs was 

established for the antiviral drug delivery impacting in the reduction of cytotoxicity4 in 

collaboration with Dr Swapna Nair, Dept of Physics. 

 

 Dr Rajendra Pilankatta received prestigious CV Raman Fellowship for conducting 

postdoctoral studies in the area of Dengue virus under the guidance of eminent virologist, 

Prof R Padmanabhan at Georgetown University, USA during 2014 – 2015. This visit had 

helped the department to build more strength in the area of molecular virology along with 

the publication of two important articles in the area of antiviral drug development against 

Dengue viruses as well as other related flaviviruses, targeting the viral protease5. The work 

also resulted in the identification of many curcuminoids as anti-dengue virus compounds6. 

The drug screening platform developed during this visit is being used by many PhD Scholars 

and Masters students in the laboratory for training and research purposes.  

 

 Meanwhile, the seroprevalence study on adenoviruses has resulted in the publication of a 

very novel method for the estimation of antibody dependent enhancement of virus entry 

into the cells7. The platform is currently being used for drug screening. Further, novel 

antiviral drugs that are targeting the replication complex bound proteins are being explored 

in the lab. Dr Rajendra Pilankatta worked as a visiting Associate Professor in collaboration 

with eminent Virologist, Prof Subhash Vasudevan, at DUKE NUS, Singapore in the area of 

isolation of Dengue viruses from clinical samples.  

 

 In the year 2018, the lab was shifted to permanent campus, Thejaswini Hills at Periye along 

with the department. Thus, Molecular Virology Lab of CUK had been continuously working 

on both clinical as well as basic virological research questions since last one decade. As a 

recognition for the department as well as university, Dr Rajendra Pilankatta, was invited 

as expert committee member for the establishment of Institute of Advanced Virology (IAV) 

at Trivandrum by Govt of Kerala. Currently, he is also serving as Adjunct faculty at IAV, 

Trivandrum 
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COVID-19 pandemic is becoming a 

looming public health threat. Slowly, the 

human population is getting adjusted to 

live with the situation by careful approach 

following the COVID-19 preventive 

protocol, which has been shaped us 

during the year 2020. For any viral 

outbreak, the early diagnosis and 

implementing the preventive measures becomes the ‘mantra’ to contain the spread of disease into 

the community. COVID-19 disease caused by SARSCoV2 infection became a toughest viral disease 

in the human history, to tackle due to its rapid pandemic spread. The Real Time Polymerase Chain 

Reaction (RT-PCR) based detection of genetic material of SARSCoV2 became the global technique 

for the detection of the early infection with more than 95% sensitivity, still it’s a gold standard for 

the diagnosis of SARSCoV2, even though several kind of alternative tool came into picture. 

         “RT-PCR testing for the SARSCoV2 infection in Kasaragod District!”, became a question in 

front of the health authorities of Govt of Kerala as well as public of the district, as it belongs to an 

historically backward region of northernmost Kerala. The testing demands a high end molecular 

biology lab with virus handling biosafety facility and above all highly skilled biochemist and 

molecular biologist. During Jan and Feb 2020, the district health authorities used to send samples 

to Pune or Alleppey virology lab and used to wait for weeks long to get the results, meanwhile, the 

virus was spreading every minute through mutual contact of the individuals. In this context, the 

Molecular Virology Lab of the Department of BCMB, CUK under the leadership of Dr Rajendra 

Pilankatta, teamed up with the Dr VB Sameer Kumar, an established cancer biologist along with 

the senior research scholars Mr Ranjeet, Ms Lathika, Mr Prajit and Mr Vishnu and Mr Ratheesh 

as technical staff to initiate the RT-PCR based SARSCoV2 testing on 28 th Mar 2020. ICMR gave 

the approval for the same as per the recommendation of Hon Vice Chancellor, CUK and Dept. of 

Health, Govt of Kerala for conducting the test. CUK was the first university in India to set up the 

SARSCoV2 RT-PCR testing eventhough it is only a decade old university, thereby CUK became a 

Molecular Virology lab of CUK came into 

functioning as the 8th COVID19 RTPCR 

testing lab in the Kerala State and the 

first of its kind in the university settings 

at national level on 28th Mar 2020, with 

the approval of ICMR   
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model in the country by serving the community during the pandemic outbreak of deadly virus, 

SARSCoV2. 

         The team got expanded later on by the joining of 

four alumni researchers, Dr Sharath Shankar, Dr. Lincy 

Edatt, Dr. Prabitha Mohan and Dr. Sruthi M V. Further 

strength to the team was contributed by the joining of 

senior PhD Scholars, Ms Rabina, Ms Aswathi, Mr 

Rajesh, Mr Manoj, Mr Ashuthosh, Ms Anjali and 

Central University technical staff Mr Rajesh. Also, the 

team was fortunate obtain great support from the 

District Collector, Dr Sajith Babu, District Programme 

Manager, Dr Raman, District Medical Officer, Dr 

Ramdas, District Surveillance Officer, Dr Manoj in 

terms of providing NHM staffs as Lab Technician and 

Data entry operator. Engineering wing, CUK gave 

constant support and help for developing and 

maintaining lab facilities for conducting the COVID-19 

RTPCR testing. Ambulance drivers Mr Praveen, Mr 

Vivekanandhan and Mr Sharath, Security staffs, electric 

staffs and cleaning staffs contributed a selfless service 

towards the same.   

        CUK as well as the testing team was highly fortunate 

to have Prof H Venkateswarlu as Vice Chancellor during the peak COVID-19 pandemic in Kerala, 

which accelerated the activity of the lab significantly. The lab provided an unprecedented support 

to the entire community of Kasaragod District as well as entire Kerala state during the COVID-19 

pandemic and the process is being continued. Presently, the lab has completed more than 2.1 lakhs 

tests. The lab had initiated the testing with an average of 100 testing per day and currently the lab 

tests 2000 tests per day by working 3 shifts a day. The augmentation in terms of number of tests 

was due to the addition of new RTPCR machine (2 Nos) as well as automated RNA extractor 

(Themo KingFisher) which was funded by the NHM and Dept of Health, Govt of Kerala. The 

Automated viral 

RNA extractor  
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facility was further augmented by the addition of one more RTPCR machine and RNA extractor 

funded by UNICEF through ICMR, Govt of India. 

        Recently, the lab has entered into collaboration with the IGIB, New Delhi along with the Dept 

of Health, Govt of Kerala for the genetic surveillance of the SARSCOV2 wherein the whole viral 

genome is being sequenced for identifying the mutation in the SARSCOV2 in the locale. In this 

connection the lab has completed the sequencing of 1500 RNA samples in collaboration with IGIB, 

New Delhi. The northern most region of Kerala, Kasaragod suffers from serious lacunae of medical 

facilities. The services of COVID- 19 testing facility of CUK significantly decreased the time lag for 

obtaining the test results and hence augmented the quarantine procedure, which was instrumental 

in the controlling the spread of the disease in the locale. 

      In line with the expertise available in the field of virology and molecular biology, BIRAC, DBT, 

Govt of India grant was also awarded in Collaboration with MagGenome Technologies Pvt. Ltd. 

to develop a less invasive diagnostic tool to detect the presence of SARS-COV2 in saliva of the 

patient instead more invasive throat and nasal swab, and the same has been approved by ICMR. 

Antibody based SARSCOV2 diagnosis kit has been developed in collaboration with SCTIMST, 

Trivandrum and the same has been published in the international peer reviewed journal8. Further, 

research work was conducted in collaboration with the District Health authorities regarding the 

immunological aspects of SARSCOV2 re-infection, which has been published in the reputed Public 

Health Journal9. A manuscript is being prepared regarding the genomic surveillance of 

SARSCOV2, specifically on vaccine breakthrough infections in collaboration with IGIB, New 

Delhi. Currently, CUK is in the process of strengthening the existing COVID-19 RTPCR diagnostic 

laboratory by establishing a separate Virology lab within the campus by the support of National 

Health Mission and the Dept of Health, Govt of Kerala. The laboratory will cater the needs of the 

community by providing advanced molecular diagnosis for the emerging and re-emerging viral 

diseases apart from the ongoing COVID-19 diagnosis. In this regard, Hon’ble Vice chancellor of 

CUK Prof (Dr.) H. Venkateshwarlu has met Hon’ble Minister for Health and Social Justice, Smt. 

K K Shylaja and the Revenue Minister, Sri E Chandrasekharan on 29th Sept 2020 and decided to 

accelerate the process especially based on the current situation of increased rate of SARSCOV2 

infection. An MoU was executed earlier in this regard between CUK and the Dept of Health, Govt 

of Kerala. Molecular virology lab in the CUK campus will be a milestone in the development of 
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Ksaragod District and aims to continue the service for the mankind beyond the geographical 

boundary.   

 

COVID19 RTPCR TESTING INFRASTRUCTURE AT MOLECULAR VIROLOGY 

LABORATORY, BCMB, CUK 
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COVID19 RTPCR TESTING TEAM, MOLECULAR VIROLOGY LAB, BCMB, CUK 
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SL NO NAME DESIGNATION 

1.  Dr RAJENDRA P COVID 19 Lab in charge  

2.  Dr SAMEER KUMAR V B Quality Assessor 

3.  ARATHI M Lab Technician (NHM) 

4.  SUNESH KUMAR KS Lab Technician (NHM) 

5.  VEENA  Lab Technician (NHM) 

6.  JITHIN RAJ V Lab Assistant (NHM) 

7.  SHAHUL HAMEED SIMSAR Lab Assistant (NHM) 

8.  NIKHIL RAJ P Data Entry Operator(NHM) 

9.  SACHIN MP Data Entry Operator(NHM) 

10.  MUHAMMED RIZWAN AM Data Entry Operator(NHM) 

11.  MITHUN  Data Entry Operator(NHM) 

12.  AISHWARYA P Lab Technician(DMO) 

13.  AL AKEEF  Lab Technician(DMO) 

14.  ABHIJITH Lab Technician(DMO) 

15.  ADARSH Lab Technician(DMO) 

16.  PRAJIT J Research Scholar 

17.  VISHNU R Research Scholar 

18.  ASWATHI KS Research Scholar 

19.  RANJEET Research Scholar 

20.  RAJESH TP Research Scholar 

21.  MANOJ K Research Scholar 

22.  ANJALI J B Research Scholar 

23.  ASHUTOSH Research Scholar 

24.  RANJISHA Research Scholar 

25.  ANJALI KUNHIKRISHNAN Research Scholar 

EXISTING MANPOWER 
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SL NO NAME CURRENT DESIGNATION Working period 

FROM TO 

1.  Dr. PRABHITHA MOHAN Postdoctoral Fellow 01-05-
20 

05-09-20 

2.  RAJESH R Technical Assistant, BCMB,CUK 09-04-20 31-05-20 

3.  RABINA P Research Scholar, BCMB,CUK 10-05-20 31-08-20 

4.  Dr. LINCY EDATT Postdoctoral Fellow, USA 10-05-20 18-08-20 

5.  LATHIKA Research Scholar, BCMB, CUK 02-04-20 03-05-21 

6.  Dr SHARATH SHANKAR Postdoctoral Fellow, USA 01-07-20 10-09-20 

7.  Dr SHAFEEQ HASSAN Lab in Charge, Wayanad Dist 03-04-20 14-04-20 

8.  KAVITHA      
KARUNAKARAN 

Lab Technician (PSC) 01-04-20 09-04-20 

9.  RATHEESH U Lab Assistant (CUK) 02-04-20 30-07-20 

10.  MUHAMMED IFRAN A I Lab Technician (PSC) 01-04-20 11-04-20 

11.  ABDUL MUEEZ PA Lab Technician (PSC) 01-04-20 09-04-20 

12.  AMALRAJ Lab Technician (PSC) 10-04-20 27-10-20 

13.  ASWIN PK Lab Technician (PSC) 10-04-20 27-10-20 

14.  SANIL KUMAR V Lab Technician (PSC) 15-04-20 27-10-20 

15.  AMALJITH Lab Technician (PSC) 30-06-20 23-06-21 

16.  BABY PRATHAP B Lab Technician (PSC) 13-07-20 20-12-21 

17.  KSHITHY M Lab Technician (PSC) 07-05-20 28-05-20 

18.  MANEESH MOHAN MD Lab Technician (NHM) 07-05-20 15-07-20 

19.  ASWATHI CM Lab Technician at PHC  04-05-20 30-05-20 

20.  ROOPESH K Lab Technician  at UAE 10-07-20 28-09-21 

21.  SHAFEEQ Lab Technician at UAE 10-05-21 07-10-21 

22.  KRIJITH MV Lab Technician , Pondicherry 04-05-20 18-09-21 

23.  SUFAID MC Lab Technician at UAE 04-05-20 18-04-21 

MANPOWER TRAINED  
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SL NO NAME CURRENT DESIGNATION Working period 

FROM TO 

24.  ROSHNA REMESAN Lab Technician at Nileshwar 01-08-20 14-10-21 

25.  ABDUL RAZAK Staff Nurse at Mangalore 27-06-20 26-11-20 

26.  ABHILASH Lab Technician (NHM) 10-07-20 30-07-20 

27.  NEETHU M Lab Technician (PSC) 07-05-20 28-05-20 

28.  ANAGHA Lab Technician DH Kanhangad 09-08-21 25-08-21 

29.  DARSHANA Lab Technician DH Kanhangad 09-08-21 30-09-21 

30.  ARPITHA YADHAV K Data Entry Operator(E-Health) 10-08-20 31-12-20 

31.  VARSHA AK Data Entry Operator(E-Health) 25-08-20 23-01-21 

32.  SUKANYA N Data Entry Operator(E-Health) 12-09-20 28-09-20 

MANPOWER TRAINED  
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 Average samples tested per day varies from 60 to 1171 

 

 

GRAPH SHOWING AVERAGE SAMPLES 

TESTED PER DAY IN EACH MONTH 
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 Monthly man hour spent for testing goes upto more than 6000  

 

 

GRAPH SHOWING MONTHLY MAN HOUR SPENT FOR TESTING 
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RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT UNDERTAKEN BY 

MOLECULAR VIROLOGY LAB, CUK IN THE AREA OF COVID19 AND OTHER 

VIRAL DISEASES OF PUBLIC HEALTH IMPORTANCE 

 

 7500+ virus samples were sequenced statewide under this project  

  

PARTICIPATED IN THE GENOMIC SURVEILLANCE OF SARSCOV2 IN COLLABORATION 

WITH IGIB, NEW DELHI AND DEPT OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE, GOVT 

OF KERALA 
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MOLECULAR VIROLOGY 

LAB, CUKERALA 

COLLABORATED WITH 

MAGGENOME Pvt Ltd 

FOR DEVELOPING 

SALIVA BASED RTPCR 

KIT FOR COVID 19 

DIAGNOSIS FUNDED BY 

BIRAC, DBT, GOVT OF 

INDIA  
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SI 
No 

Title Funding 
agency 

Duration PI /Co-PI Amount 

(Rs) 

1 Seroprevalence Of 
Adenovirus serotype 
5 and its implication 
in adenovirus vector 
based gene delivery 

Kerala 
Biotechnology 
Commission, 
KSCSTE, Govt 
of Kerala 

2014 to 2016 PI: Dr Rajendra 
Pilankatta 

16.0 

2 Role of dengue viral 
proteins in autophagy 
induction 

DST – SERB , 
Govt of India 

2014 to 2018 PI: Dr Rajendra 
Pilankatta 

25.0 

3 Role of copper- 
handling proteins in 
cisplatin drug 
resistance 

DBT- Govt of 
India 

2015 to 2019 PI: Dr Rajendra 
Pilankatta 

25.0 

4 Molecular docking 
and 3-D QSAR 
studies to evaluate 
the mechanism of 
antimicrobial action 
of fatty acids from 
virgin coconut oil and 
monolaurin 

Kerala 
Biotechnology 
Commission, 
KSCSTE, Govt 
of Kerala 

2016 to 2018 Co-PI: 

Dr Rajendra 
Pilankatta 

14.0 

5 Cutaneous 
microbiome profiling 
of Psoriasis and 
Elephantiasis using 
metagenomics 

Kerala 
Biotechnology 
Commission, 
KSCSTE, Govt 
of Kerala 

2017 to 
Ongoing 

Co-PI: 

Dr Rajendra 
Pilankatta 

25.3 

6 Development of 
geometry and 
interface engineered 
lead free 
biocompatible 
magneto electric 
nanorod arrays for 
next generation self 
powered sensors, 
energy harvesters 
and futuristic 
implantable devices 

DST –SERB  

(CRG), Govt of 
India 

2020- 
Ongoing 

Co-PI: 

Dr Rajendra 
Pilankatta 

PI:  

Dr Swapna S 
Nair, Dept of 
Physics 

74.0 
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7 Targeting the host 
factor for inhibiting 
the secretion of 
Dengue virus NS1 
lipoprotein complex: 
A novel strategy for 
anti-dengue viral drug 
development 

ICMR – Govt 
of India 

2021 

(Sanctioned) 

PI: 

Dr Rajendra 
Pilankatta 

28.1 

 

TABLE: LIST OF PROJECTS AWARDED TO MOLECULAR VIROLOGY LAB,    

              BCMB, CUK 
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MOLECULAR VIROLOGY LAB, BCMB, CUK FACILITATED VACCINATION 

CAMPAIGN IN THE CAMPUS SINCE MARCH 2021, IN COLLABORATION 

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION AND HEALTH CENTER OF CUK 

 

 COMPLETED 800 DOSES OF VACCINATION AS ON 22ND OCT, 2021 
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1. Reddy MN, Dungdung R, Valliyott L, Pilankatta R. Occurrence of concurrent infections 

with multiple serotypes of dengue viruses during 2013-2015 in northern Kerala, India. 

PeerJ. 2017 Mar 14;5:e2970. doi: 10.7717/peerj.2970. eCollection 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS FROM THE MOLECULAR VIROLOGY LAB, CUK IN 

THE AREA OF DENGUE VIRUSES, ADENOVIRUSES AND COVID19 

(Cited References) 
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2. Manchala NR, Dungdung R, Pilankatta R. Proteomic analysis reveals the enhancement of 

human serum apolipoprotein A-1(APO A-1) in individuals infected with multiple dengue 

virus serotypes. Trop Med Int Health. 2017 Oct;22(10):1334-1342. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/tmi.12931 
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3. Nageswar Reddy, Ranjeet Dung Dung, Pankaj Trivedi, Unnikrishnan Unniyampurath, 

Rajendra Pilankatta. Mycophenolic acid (MPA) modulates host cellular autophagy 

progression in sub genomic dengue virus-2 replicon cells. Microb. Pathog. 2019;  137, 

103762. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.micpath.2019.103762 
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4. Ranjeet Dungdung, Manikanta Bayal, Lathika Valliyott, Unnikrishnan 

Unniyampurath, Swapna S. Nair  and  Rajendra Pilankatta. A slow, efficient and safe 

nanoplatform of tailored ZnS QD-mycophenolic acid conjugates for in vitro drug delivery 

against dengue virus 2 genome replication. Nanoscale Adv., 2020,2, 5777-5789. 

https://doi.org/10.1039/D0NA00725K 
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5. Balasubramanian A, Manzano M, Teramoto T, Pilankatta R, Padmanabhan R.  High-

throughput screening for the identification of small-molecule inhibitors of  the flaviviral 

protease. Antiviral Res. 2016 Oct;134:6-16. doi: 10.1016/j.antiviral.2016.08.014. PubMed 

PMID: 27539384;   
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6. Balasubramanian A, Pilankatta R, Teramoto T, Sajith AM, Nwulia E, Kulkarni A,  

Padmanabhan     R. Inhibition of dengue virus by curcuminoids. Antiviral Res. 2019 

Feb;162:71-78. https://dx.doi.org/10.1016%2Fj.antiviral.2018.12.002. 
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7. Lathika Valliyott, Ranjeet Dungdung, Rajendra Pilankatta. Semi-quantification of 

Antibody-Dependent Enhancement (ADE) in the Uptake of Adenovirus Serotype 5 Into 

THP-1 Cells. Anal Biochem. 2020 Feb 15;591:113568.  doi: 10.1016/j.ab.2019.113568. Epub 

2019 Dec 24. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

30 

 

 

8. Maya V, Kaviyil JE, Ponnambath DK, Nair RP, Bhatt A, Pilankatta R, Valliyot L, 

Dungdung R, Veettil RA, Gopi M. Evaluation of diagnostic accuracy of developed rapid 

SARS-COV-2 IgG antibody test kit using novel diluent system. Virus disease. 2021 Mar 

4;32(1):1-7. doi: 10.1007/s13337-021-00669-4. 
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9. Raman Swathy Vaman, Rajendra Pilankatta , Adarsh MB. “Immune Response in SARS-

CoV-2 Reinfection- A Friend or a Foe”- A Case Study from Kerala, India. Int J Med. Public 

Health. 2021; 11(2):124-125. DOI : 10.5530/ijmedph.2021.2.22 
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION FOR EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE IN PREVENTING 

AND CONTROLLING OF COVID19 PANDEMIC IN KASARAGOD DISTRICT 

 

 

 

COVID19 RTPCR testing team received excellence award from Hon’ble Minister, Smt. K K 

Shylaja, Dept of Health and Family Welfare, Govt of Kerala and Hon’ble VC, Prof H 

Venkateshwarlu for excellent services in COVID19 prevention and control activities in the 

Kasaragod District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID19 RTPCR Testing lab in charge, Dr Rajendra Pilankatta is briefing the activities of CUK 

in COVID19 prevention and control in the Kasaragod District in a District review meeting in the 

presence of Hon’ble Minister, Smt. K K Shylaja and Dr Raman, District Program Manager. 
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Dr Rajendra Pilankatta, COVID19 

RTPCR testing lab in charge, was 

honored by vocational excellence 

award by the Rotary, Odayanchal, 

Kasaragod for the excellent service 

for the society in preventing 

COVID19 pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID19 RTPCR LAB OF CUK WAS WELL CITED BY PRINT AS WELL AS VISUAL  

MEDIA FOR SOCIETAL SERVICE 
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“SEARCHING FOR VIRUSES; 

WARRIORS OF CUK” QUOTED BY 

MATHRUBHUMI DAILY ON 12/04/2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“CUK COMPLETED 30,000 COVID19 

RTPCR TESTING; HON’BLE VC 

MET MINISTERS AT STATE 

CAPITAL” 

QUOTED BY MATHRUBHUMI 

DAILY ON 01/10/2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“FUTURE REQUIREMENT OF TESTING FACILITY; 

STATEMENT BY Dr Rajendra Pilankatta” 

QUOTED BY MATHRUBHUMI DAILY ON 25/04/2021 
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BRIEFING ABOUT THE COVID19 RTPCR TESTING ACTIVITY BEFORE THE LEADING 

VISUAL MEDIA BY Dr RAJENDRA PILANKATTA, Lab in charge 

 

 

PLEASE LOGIN TO THE FOLLOWING LINK FOR FURTHER VISUAL MEDIA 

COVERAGE OF THE COVID19 RTPCR TESTING ACTIVITY OF CUK 

 

1. https://youtu.be/p7BfTQigHPM 

 

2. https://youtu.be/A1claNuP51s 

 

3. https://youtu.be/6TH9zP2Gj3M 

 

4. https://youtu.be/vfuhlPRPP_M 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/p7BfTQigHPM
https://youtu.be/A1claNuP51s
https://youtu.be/6TH9zP2Gj3M
https://youtu.be/vfuhlPRPP_M
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