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Message

| am extremely happy to convey my best wishes to the architects of
the Students’ Magazine of the academic year 2015 — 16.

The effort would undoubtedly provide a good opportunity for the
students to reflect their creative talents in writing short stories,
poems, essays, etc. in different languages and further sharing their
experiences in CUK to a wider audience.

Many greater scholars came up in their writing skills by contributing
in Magazines while in School and College. Moreover, the University
Magazine offers a good opportunity to share their vivid memories of
the campus and therefore will have a long shelf-life.

The CUK students are drawn from fifteen states of India and a few
from foreign countries. Similarly, the teachers are also hailing from
different states. This multi-cultural mix will be of great experience to
all students and the entire academic community.

My best wishes.

Prof. (Dr.) G. Gopa Kumar
Vice Chancellor
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Message

| am extremely happy to know that the Students’ Council is releasing
a Magazine Amritam Thu Vidya — reflecting the creative talents of
the student community of the CUK family. | hope the Magazine
contains articles on independent research findings and papers on
theoretical constructs. Let the constructive and progressive mind of
the student fraternity converge and proliferate there to in the coming
days in the campus life of the students, making CUK campus a
green memory that can be retrieved throughout the life.

| wish the venture all success.

Prof. (Dr.) K.P. Suresh
Registrar (i/c)
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Message

| am delighted to know that the Students’ Council of Central
University is bringing out the new issue of the University Magazine
and it gives me immense pleasure in sending my best wishes

to Amritam Thu Vidya. Intended to be a platform for sharing and
developing the artistic, literary and academic skills of the students,
a Magazine can nurture and develop the different faculties in our
students. Needless to say that ours is an infant university, but the
responsibility it holds is high, the educational development of the
North Malabar region, which lags behind when compared to other
regions of the State. Our University has achieved remarkable
progress both in quantity and quality, these years, with respect to
the number of departments, faculty members and students. Being
caring wisdom as the motto, the University is committed to the
goals of social equity and justice. The magazine should take up the
responsibility of bringing the mission of the University to the larger
public. The educative value of our magazine should also be fully
explored. By encouraging students to think and write, their writing
skills and talents can be developed. Then only our mission can be
fulfilled.

| wish this endeavour a great success.

Dr. K. Jayaprasad
Finance Officer i/c, Central University of Kerala
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Message

| strongly believe that this Magazine definitely will bring out the real
reflections of Academic, Literal, Cultural, and Athletic Achievements
of the student community of CUK during 2015-2016

Let this be an Inspiration, a Guide, indeed a model to the student
fraternity for the days and years to come.

| hereby place on record my words of appreciation to all who have
worked day and night to make the Magazine an ever memorable
reality.

SasidharanV
Controller of Examinations
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Message

This magazine is the consummation of the creative efforts of
students of CUK. | am extremely happy that it has come out in flying
colours. | place my gratitude to the Hon. Vice Chancellor and other
Statutory Officers of the University for their support. | congratulate
Mr. Shameem, Student Editor, for his dynamism and initativeness to
materialize this magazine.

Dr. Efthikar Ahamed, Staff Editor, needs a special mentioning
here for his enthusiasm and tireless editorial support for this great
initiative.

| wish all the best for this magazine.

Best Regards,

Dr. Amruth G Kumar
Dean of Student Welfare
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From the Editor’s Desk....

Central University of Kerala started its chariot race in the field of
higher education, research and developmental contributions since
2009 with a humble, yet powerful pace. While it completes the
seven years’ pedantic race in its committed efforts of consummating
the needs of the hour of various stakeholders in the nation, this
magazine may be a record of sighs and exhalations from the
scattered musings of the students, faculty and other loving family
members.

It is very difficult to pick and choose the contributions of a student
magazine, as any slight missing would matter. The dreams, the
pangs, the reverberations of studenthood, however in postgraduate
or research stage, are also colourful and curious. It is to this
curiosity, Amritam Thu Vidya opens its vibrant pages. The oddly
dispersed campuses of our university, though not detached nor
disconnected at its heart and soul, come to this shore of oneness
with a unanimous voice.

It's a Herculean task, by all means, to administer various sensibilities
of a diversified cross-section of the student community into the
enticing pages of this documentation. The printed pages in this
form, I’'m sure, will be added as a piece to the history of our
institution which has been built upon the dreams of the future
generation of India. Meticulous homework and keen observations

this, though perfection is not claimed.
# Chén'd'ellorh ghl

Dr. Efthikar Ahame

Amritam Thu Vidya
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Editorial

The phrase Amritam Thu Vidya means knowledge is as blissful

as nectar, and knowledge should find no boundaries when it

flows out like the river Ganges. It appears in many scriptures

such as Shevetashvatara Upanishad. The thirst for knowledge

is universalized through the development of information and
communication technologies. The free flow of knowledge is
expanded all over the world. Indian teachings emphasize a great
culture under the Gurukul educational system. The CUK is a
platform to enrich universality of knowledge with the slogan of ‘sky is
the limit’.

This Magazine is a humble attempt to glorify the imaginative

and academic efforts of the students and the faculty members
with a taste of academic aspirations. These bouquet of letters are
evidence of broadening the contributions of knowledge among the
central universities in India to enhance the intellectual capabilities.
Let this commemorate the sighs of our campus...

Shameem C.C.
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OBITUARY

Randhir Singh:

A Teacher who Kept Alive the Idea of Socialism

Prof. Randhir Singh, a most
beloved teacher and a well-
known Marxist intellectual who
retired from the Department

of Political Science in Delhi
University, passed away at

the age of 94 on 31 January
2016. He stood out as someone
different as a critical scholar
thinking of contemporary issues
from within the framework of
classical Marxism.

An Academic of a Different Kind

Randhir Singh has been
regarded as one of the greatest
names in the discipline of
‘political studies’ in India.
Centre for Political Studies in
Jawaharlal Nehru University
was named by him, as he
himself said. He preferred

the term, ‘political studies’

to ‘political science’. To
understand what Prof.

Randhir Singh stood for, his
autobiographical note written in
1988, ‘In Lieu of a Biodata’ (re-
printed in several of his books)

14

is a must-read. He got into the
academic profession in an India
still fresh with the sentiments

of the anti-colonial movement.
Yet as someone who operated in
the terrain of classical Marxism
dubbed as "Marxist orthodoxy",
he did face difficulties. In his
‘biodata’ he says, "It is true

that whenever interviewed,

the selection committees
invariably turned me down".
Yet he was lucky enough to get
appointments by invitation,
including professorship in

1972. He further says, "I have
no string of scholars working
under me, no fellowships, no
research projects, no study

or other academic leaves,

no 'seminaring’, national or
international, nothing - not even
a visit abroad....". His primary
focus was on teaching and his
writings were in response to
requests from somebody or

the other. Yet his writings are
informed by a deep knowledge
of classical texts from Plato and

Dr. Gilbert Sebastian

Assistant Professor
Dept. of International
Relations
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Aristotle to Marx and Mao.
They are a mine of resources for
alternative thinking with ideas
from J.D. Bernal’s Science in
History to the idea of “actually
existing socialism” in Rudolf
Bahro. Giving some cause for
self-reflection to successful
academicians of our times,

he further says, "...[S]cholarly
writing is increasingly addressed
not to problems or publics but
to peers and to prestige and
preferment in the needlessly
bureaucratised academic
professions, and given the
growing, and often mindless,
specialization in the social
sciences (including Political
Science) ....".

Political Line

Although he opposed the
militarist deviation of the
Maoists, he was an ardent
campaigner against the military
suppression of the Maoist
movement in Chhattisgarh
through the ‘Operation Green
Hunt’. When I met him in
March 2010, he agreed with my
argument that ‘politics is not
in command with the ongoing
Maoist movement in India’.
Democracy was, for him, the
one ‘right lesson’ and the lack
of it in Soviet Union had led
to the debacle of the socialist
experiment. On the current
political situation since the
conclusion of the people’s war
in Nepal, he expressed grief
saying that the movement in
Nepal had raised much hope.

On being told how two of us
were working on a piece on the
topic, ‘Brahminical Marxism
versus Critical Marxism’. I told
him that we propose to blend
Dalit-Bahujan perspective, the

perspective on the rights of
women and sexual minorities
and the perspective on the rights
of frontier peoples into the
framework of critical Marxism
in the context of India and
Nepal, and that it would be a
framework of intersectional
class politics. We told him that
Dalit-Bahujan perspective could
have tremendous mass appeal
in India with its distinctive
contradictions based on caste
and religion and that it would
be in keeping with Mao’s
exhortation, “Qualitatively
different contradictions can
only be resolved by qualitatively
different methods.” After

a pause, he said, “Itis a
revolutionary perspective” and
we were exhilarated by his
endorsement. This showed that
he was quite open to integrating
a Dalitbahujan perspective into
the framework of Marxism
although he had not written
much on caste issues. He said,
"I am close to what you are
doing."

Randhir Singh had spent his
life espousing ‘the Marxism
of Karl Marx’ — which is
about thinking what Marx
would have thought under

the given circumstances. His
thinking was environmentally
sensitive, gender sensitive

and sensitive towards the vast
social and cultural diversities
in the country. He was
someone who began his life

as whole-time activist of the
undivided Communist Party
of India. All critical Marxists,
whether Marxists, Leninists or
Maoists had a rallying point
in him. However, he did not
mince words in critiquing the
militarism of the Maoists, and
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the parliamentary opportunism
of the CPI and CPI-M. The
Maoists thought him to be

too liberal and the Marxists
considered him too radical.

He believed that in India, the
non-parliamentary path should
be the primary focus of the
struggle for socialism.

In late April 2014, on being
told about the India visit of
Marta Harnecker and Michael
Lebowitz, I saw passion in his
eyes when he said, ‘I completely
agree with them.’” This was
understandable since Randhir
Singh himself was a proponent
of socialism-oriented path of
development here and now
rather than in a distant post-
revolutionary society.

Uncommon Writings

We are fortunate that his
thoughts will still remain with
us through the magnum opus
published in 2006: Crisis of
Socialism — Notes in Defense of

a Commitment. Subsequently,
Aakar, Delhi brought out
handy volumes to make it more
accessible. These include: What
was Built and What Failed in the
Soviet Union; Marxism, Socialism,
Indian Politics: A View From the
Left; The Right Lesson and the
Wrong Conclusion. The other
books that came out through
Aakar were: Indian Politics
Today - An Argument for Socialism
Oriented Path of Development, On
Nationalism and Communalism

in India; Struggle For Socialism

- Some Issues; The World After

the Collapse of the Soviet Union;
Contemporary Ecological Crisis - A
Marxist View. We also have his
earlier academic work published
in 1967, Reason, Revolution and
Political Theory giving a rigorous
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Marxist critique of the political
theory of Michael Oakeshott,
a conservative thinker. Another
interesting collection from

him is: Five Lectures in Marxist
Mode. He wrote in a lucid

and understandable style for
the simple reason that he
wanted the common people

to understand. He preferred
publishing through Indian
publishers who could bring out
cheap editions widely accessible
to common people. During his
last couple of years, he used

to ask anxiously, ‘Have you
read what I have written on the
Soviet Union?’

Questioning the Signature of the
Master

His writings on Gandhi were
much more sympathetic than
those of many other radical left
writers. He thought that Gandhi
had a paternalistic attitude
towards the people of India. His
sympathetic views on Gandhi
may, however, be viewed as part
of his lack of understanding of
the Brahminical social system
in the country understood
better by Ambedkarites.

Except during the Brahminical
revivalism since the 8™ century
to the establishment of the
Sultanates by the 12 century,
the hegemonic cultures in

India were of the Mauryas

who followed Buddhism (5"
century BCE-8" century CE);
the Sultans (1206-1526) and

the Mughals (1526-1757) who
were Muslim rulers; and the
British (1757-1947) with a
Christian background. Randhir
Singh'’s support of Gandhi was
rather uncritical if we consider
that it was the nationalist
movement led by Gandhi with
his concepts of Ramrajya,
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support for the varnashrama
dharma, etc. that gave a new
lease of life to the Brahminical
forces. The ill-effect of such a
Brahminical mobilization led
by the privileged caste Hindus
was noticed in the partition
of the country and in the
ongoing Hindutva movement
whose essentially Brahminical
orientation is apparent.

In end November 2014, on
being asked why he had not
written much on caste issues

in India, except one article

on reservation in Five Lectures

in Marxist Mode, he said that

it was because of his lack of
knowledge about caste issues.
He gave an exquisite smile when
I said, ‘It may be because you
had not written much on caste
that the Brahminical Marxists
did not have much of a problem
with you; they had given you
some space and accommodated
you.’

His focus was always on the
socialist alternative put forth in
the Soviet Union. He had not
written much about socialism in
China and the Maoist politics.
Over his childhood “loomed
large the heroic figure of Bhagat
Singh”, as he says and the
Soviet revolution must have
been the powerful formative
influence over his youth.
Revolution in China, significant
though, especially for the Third
World, must have been only a
lesser event during his life-time.

Priyaleen, his daughter who

is a faculty at School of
Planning and Architecture said,
‘Sometimes, he says, I have

written enough and there are
times when he says, he wants

to write on Bhagat Singh and
Gandhi.’

The Man and the Mission

Whereas the distance between
words and deeds is quite large
among many of India’s leading
academicians, Randhir Singh
stood out as a tall exception,

as a man of high ethical values
and great warmth in personal
relations. He was also a good
poet in his younger days, i.e.,
until around 1950 after which
he stopped writing poetry

for which he did not give a
reason. I asked his wife if their
marriage was a love marriage.
She said, ‘Yes, both his father
and my father were doctors who
were trained in Europe; and

in Lahore, they had a friendly
family relation. The marriage
took place in 1952 in India after
the partition.” His daughter
further confirmed that it was

a love marriage and said that
Randhir Singh'’s brother-in-law
was also in the left movement.

Randhir Singh took it as his
life-mission to defend socialism
and it was no simple task since
we are living in an era when
people’s movements around the
world are at its lowest ebb since
their high tide after the Second
World War when around one-
third of the world was under
revolutionary Communist
regimes. His words still resound
in my ears: ‘... but my mission
is to keep alive the idea of
socialism’ — no mean mission
in an era when the socialist
alternative has receded into the
background of history.
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My Visit to Australia

I was one of among ten Dalit

and Tribal writers/translators
from India invited to the
“literary Commons” organized
by Monash Asia Institute,
Monash University, Australia.

Playing upon the old idea of the
‘commons’ where communities
and cultures share in a co-
operative space of creativity,

as well as building upon much
that is common between our
worldviews, Literary Commons!
is a long-term and deep-impact
project that brings together

4 R Y
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writers and fosters literary
exchanges that are of especial
relevance to Australia and India:
First Nations/Indigenous and
bhasha/Dalit/tribal literatures.
The programme was a unique
one involving interactive
sessions with the presence of
Australian Aboriginal and
Indian writers and translators
from different countries.

I was asked to speak on two
sessions.

First to recollect my experience

of my first visit to Australia

Prof.(Dr.) M. Dasan

Dean , School of Languges
& Comparative Literature
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and Aboriginal literature

and people.. Though my

first visit to the University

of Western Australia was in
1997 —to present a paper at
the international seminar on
“Cross cultural interactions;
Asia Pacific Cultures” I

was privileged to spend
almost a month as I had
alredy befriended Dr. Coliin
Kenworthy, and his wife Susan
during one of the conferences
in Trivandrum on Australain
Literatures. They persuaded
me to stay as long as I can

in their house and had been
significant in introducing me
to many aboriginal writers and
arranging my meeting with
aboriginal elders ,writers and
academics.

18

I recollected how warm and
hospitable were they to welcome
a person like me form another
continent. How they took

me to thier natural habitat /
forest, spots of spiritual and
cultural significance, historical
importance, museums and art/
crafts of aboriginal people.

My second presentation was

on my experience as the Editor
and translator of Oxford India
Anthology of Malayalam Dalit
Writing. Because the project
involves translation of Dalit
writings/Literature from various
regional languages of India to
English and other languages
(Spanish ,French, Itlalian ,

etc) and Australian Aboriginal
poems into Malayalm, I
observed that a mere proficiency

in the language is not enough
to translate a literary works

of other cultures especially
from indigenous cultures. By
pointing out my experiences on
reviewing English translations
of Malayalam dalit and

tribal writings I pointed out
that an understanding of the
history, culture in wihch text
was produced is essential for
translators. There was a lot

of questions about Dalit and
Tribal situation in India and
how it is being discussed in the
academia.

To put it in a nut shell, it
was a unique programme

in which people from two
different continents with
diverse experiences reading
and discussing their works

d i
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translated and to be translated

sharing their views.The
unforgetable experience still
vivid in my mind.

As ours is a department of
English and Comparative
Literature the organizers

also expressed interest in
collaborative projects involving
study, research and translation

of Literatures of Dalits/tribals
and Australian Aboriginals. As
a person who sold my patch

of land to be in Australia

two decades earlier which
facilitated my knowledge

of aboriginal people, their
cultures literatures and having
pioneered introducing the rich
Australian aboriginal literature
to Indian academia to be
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invited without any expense
form my side was to a sort

of recognition of the humble
efforts, I have been taking to
introduce aboriginal literatures
and cultures into the academic
programmes of English
departments in India so as to
make it inclusive.
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The Necessity of Community Outreach
Programs in the Higher Education Sector

Abstract

This paper attempts to

explore the necessity of
bridging the gap between the
educational institutions and
local community, enhancing
the scope for convergence of
different Government and Non-
Government Organizations
(NGO:s), and accelerating

the process of community
development. These are some
of the objectives of Community
Outreach Programs (COP)
acclaimed in the international
standards. The excellent
networking of a number

of voluntary agencies and
development initiatives by the
Central Government of India,
State Governments, and the
Local Self Governments (LSG)
offer our higher education
academic community plentiful
platforms to dedicate their
sincere urge towards serving
the surrounding habitation.
But proper utilization of this
potential has not yet been fully
achieved.

Keywords: community
outreach program, extension
activity, campus — community
partnership, village adoption

The Necessity of Community
20

Outreach Programs in the
Higher Education Sector

Indian higher educational
scenario — both the
undergraduate and the
postgraduate levels — provides
limited opportunities to develop
the overall personality of the
stakeholders. By development
of the student, what is meant is
the professional competence of
an individual as well as his all-
round personal advancement.
The furore over a value-based
education may be a cliché in the
Post-modern global situation.

Dr. Efthikar Ahamed B.

Assistant Professor
Dept. of English &
Comparative Literature

(This article has already been
published in International
Journal of Multidisciplinary
Educational Research
(IJMERVol 5 — Issue 4 (5) April
2016 (ISSN 2277-7881)
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The Gandhian definition of
education — education for the
development of the three H’s
(the Head, the Heart, & the
Hand) — becomes pertinently
relevant here. The old slogans
like education for liberation,
education for empowerment,
education for employment,

etc. have already been able to
achieve its goals in India during
the last couple of decades. The
progressive paces harvested in
the socio-cultural ethos of the
nation, undoubtedly, are the
results and contributions of our
educational policies and their
successful implementation.

But, there are some alarming
questions: why is the
involvement of highly educated
youngsters and unbeatably
qualified adults of our nation
in the terroristic and anti-social
activities and backgrounds?
Why is the rate of these anti-
nationalistic moves distressingly
and disturbingly high? Many
analyses and data very clearly
underline the impalpable

fact that the educated and
professionally empowered youth
of our nation has lost its sense
of proper direction. Though
many reasons can be listed for
this, all these converge into the
pivotal point of the fact that
the un-holistic perspective and
nearsighted attitude which

we have been nurturing in
educational transactions is one
of the main culprits.

Giving moral lessons to the

higher education aspirants

is practically unfeasible and
impractical. The present
generation entrants into the
higher education sector are
sensitively rebellious and
thoughtlessly activistic by
nature. It is the fire in their
blood and the mood in their
emotion to be channelized for
the betterment of this nature.
If unchecked, many unhealthy
and negative agencies can creep
into their void and vibrating
personal spaces to easily invade
them. Before that, the necessity
of embracing plurality and
tolerance should be inculcated
among their psyche. The

ripe and fertile soil of higher
education is to be utilized for
consummating this objective,
which is the need of the hour,
through practically viable
activities.

Basically man likes to contribute
something different in the
community through his efforts.
Though Community Outreach
Programs vary in dimension
and reach, they, all the time,
generate the identical end-result:
distribution of healthy habits in
individuals and society. Health
and Fitness offered by collective
outreach events and programs
build up concern along with a
sense of promotional repayment
of bodily activity. Both the

giver and receiver in these types
of programs reap benefits.
Togetherness can be created
through these programs among
the members who are compelled
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to take each and every one into
their confidence with the sense
of belongingness to a group that
helps the society.

The means in which the
student force can involve

and contribute positively in
outreach programs fluctuates
significantly. A college class or
a university department can
offer a variety of programs
throughout the year under the
aegis of Outreach. These events
can be anything like that of

a short term off-campus gala
to raise funds for the needy

or the ailing members of an
adopted village or children.
Collecting amounts from the
volunteers and members from
their pocket money (though
very meager), and initiating
and utilizing a helping hand
with that for the humanitarian
purposes require less time

and effort. Constructing and
maintaining a vegetable garden
by one study department with
a pledge to cultivate chemically
free products during the recess
hours is another activity

to be considered. Frequent
sessions and seminars on
health awareness like breast
cancer, hypertension, obesity,
diabetes, malnutrition, etc. don’t
require much taxing from the
volunteers’ part.

One student who is devoted,
creative and enthusiastic with
some leadership qualities can
change the world. He or she can
build an effectively functioning
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group to identify many issues of
his surrounding and contribute
profusely. Outreach programs
don’t demand much cost, better
facilities, nor more pains in their
execution level tasks. Requesting
the volunteers to donate blood
every six months, to collect
dress materials (including the
used ones) for a dress drive, to
start awareness programs, to
survey the socio-economic and
medico-legal levels and needs

of a community in a panchayat,
etc. are easy and simple. If the
volunteer group is encouraged
and supported tremendously

by the teachers and authorities
concerned, any type of outreach
efforts can be converted into
covetous success sagas.

Strengthening various
Community Outreach Programs
and Extension Activities for
achieving the above mentioned
objective is an option. Some
such programs are ritualistically
being convened in and around
the campuses of higher
education institutions of

Kerala in particular, and of
India in general. Many of

these endeavors begin and end
in its germination stage itself.
It’s extremely sad to note that
some programs are permanently
hijacked by the petty politically
controlled organizations

of students or teachers.
Bridging the gap between the
educational institutions and
local community, enhancing
the scope for convergence of
different Government and Non-
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Government Organizations
(NGOs), accelerating the
process of community
development, etc. are some

of the declared objectives

of Community Outreach
Programs. National Service
Scheme (NSS), National Cadet
Corps (NCQ), etc. may be cited
as platforms already available
in this sector for the students.
But the implantation of
programs through these campus
agencies proves to be without
much fruition, with very rare
exceptions.

Excellent networking of a
number of voluntary agencies
and development initiatives
by the Central and State
Governments, along with the
space-providing Local Self
Government (LSG) aspirants
offer the higher education
academic community plentiful
platforms to dedicate their
sincere urge towards serving
the surrounding habitation.
The untapped resources of
the young blooded citizens of
the nation could be effectively
exploited during this tertiary
level of education, which

will ultimately compel them
to involve in nation building
processes, instead of becoming
victimized by the radical and
anti-people groups.

Though NSS & NCC
units function in colleges
and universities, the status
they enjoy is not up to the
expectation of the present

requirements. Very few students
act like real volunteers or cadets
under this umbrella. Majority of
the enrolled ones are not ready
to dedicate their time and efforts
completely. The extra weightage
in marks or grades and an
additional boost in admissions
to higher courses are the only
attractive forces behind these
students’ enrolment. The sense
of oneness, the power of unity,
the fragrance of service and the
sympathy towards the needy
should be the force behind

the motive of any outreach
programs.

Village Adoption with a specific
goal oriented action plan in a
rural community or an urban
slum as part of the fulfillment
of these types of programs
conveys the message that both
the community as well as

the campus have equal stake
without any ‘give-and-take’
arguments. As the sole purpose
of the Campus Community
Partnership is to facilitate close
interaction between the students
and people in the community,
this enables the former to
understand and realize the real
life situation of the villagers/
slum dwellers — especially the
marginalized section of the
society — and thereby develop

a sense of social commitment
among them. The motto of
these programs should be
‘Serving to Grow, and Growing
to Serve’ and ‘Personality
Development through
Community Service’. The
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former Indian President A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam’s vision of PURA
(Providing Urban Amenities to
Rural Areas) is an ideal model
for this type of a program. The
student force can be used as

the ambassadors of the present
government’s programs like
‘Swachch Bharath’, ‘Start-Up’ etc.

The Community Outreach
Program gives students the
opportunity to get involved

in community service on a
regular basis, with projects

to choose from almost daily.
Projects are student-led and are
offered at a variety of nonprofit
agencies. Students can sign

up for projects as early as one
week in advance and up to the
day of the project. The space
for any projects can be either
an adopted village or a slum
like area which requires the
intervention. All these projects,
though extending a great service
to the community, should be
capable of empowering or
developing the volunteer’s
personality. Most of these
projects do not require a long-
term partnership. Instead,

the aim of the Community
Outreach Program allows
students to explore various
volunteer opportunities and
learn more about the local
nonprofit community. The
student volunteers who
participate in these programs
will have to discover a core team
from the community who can
genuinely enjoy the extension
activities from the campus and
should be ready to continue the
initiative taken.

Instead of mere personal gains
enjoyed by the students, the
tax-payers-concern also should
be taken into consideration.
The consumerist states like
Kerala can fine-tune with Bio-
Agricultural Initiatives with
the united efforts of students
and teachers. This gives them
an ample opportunity to
experiment and implement
their own research level
findings. The patents earned
by a few can be very creatively
explained and marketed during
such humanitarian projects.
Frequenting the Old Age
Homes and spending some time
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with them may purge the mind
of the agitated youth. Visiting
hospitals, palliative care centers,
disaster hit lands, prisons and
correctional homes with some
time-bound projects also may be
included in the higher education
curricula.

The overall objective of campus
community partnership is
personality development of
students who participate in

the activities. This objective is
sought to be achieved through
meaningful interaction with
the people in the communities.
So the community work is an
integral part. A volunteer is
expected to put his time and
attention, without sacrificing
his academic interests, a
couple of hours of work in a
rural community or an urban
slum as part of the fulfillment.
Such regular activities should
be juxtaposed as the part

and parcel of the curriculum
during academic years. For this
purpose a college can adopt a
nearby village or an urban slum.

Village adoption means Campus
Community Partnership
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at the functional level. The

term ‘Partnership’ conveys

the message that both the
community as well as the
campus agency have equal stake
and there is no question of mere
‘giving’ and ‘taking’. The sole
purpose of campus community
partnership is to facilitate close
interaction between students
and people in the community.
This enables the students to
understand the real life situation
of the villagers/slum dwellers
and thereby develop a sense

of social commitment among
them.

The importance of campus
community partnership can
be summarized like this: it
provides the Volunteers ample
opportunities for community
involvement, it bridges the
existing gap between the
educational institution &
local community, it enhances
the scope for convergence

of different activities of the
Government, and it accelerates
the process of community
development.

Generally the students as well
as teachers may not have direct
experience of working with
people in communities. But,

as far as our state is concerned
we have very good networking
of voluntary agencies and
development initiatives by the
central/state governments and
local self governments. So the
campus community partnership
will not be a Herculean task for
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the academic community.

The basic step in working with
people by a voluntary agency
of the campus can be at two
levels: the organizational

and the Program levels. By
organizational, it is meant in the
perspective of the institution,
the students, and the teachers
involved. It has been observed
that the teachers who are newly
inducted to the program are
little bit reluctant to make visits
in the communities and interact
with people. Sometimes it may
be because of the prejudice

that the people do not accept
them or they need to invest a
major portion of their precious
time for community work. Of
course, time is an important
aspect. But attitude is the most
important factor as far as the
campus community partnership
is concerned.

Generally speaking, the students
are very enthusiastic in all

sorts of voluntary activities.

But they are sometimes eager

to fulfill some visible targets or
creating some events. Therefore,
they have to be properly
oriented towards the need and
importance of working with the
people and the specific roles that
they can play in the community
as an educated youth. The
relevant question here is that
whether we can develop among
them a ‘concern’ for the cause
of poor and the deprived.

Social analysis is one of
the best tools for making

the students aware of social
issues, its causative factors and
possible remedial measures.
The volunteers can be divided
into small groups and ask each
to analyze one of the problem
areas like health, agriculture,
environment, poverty,
unemployment, alcoholism,
drug abuse, gender issues,
suicides etc. it is experienced
that students come up with
valid points on root causes of
the problems and remedial
measures to deal with it. In
the group discussions we can
involve other teachers also

so that we can utilize their
expertise in the community
projects. Followed by this we
can take our students for field
visits for more understanding
and reflection.

Here the village refers to a
ward or a segment of a ward
in a panchayat, Munipality
or a Corporation with 300-
350 households. An Advisory
Committee can be formed to
provide suggestions for the
community to be selected for
this purpose.

The community selected
should be accessible (near to
the institution), backward,
equipped with the possibility of
networking with other agencies,
and enthusiastic with the
people of genuine interests. The
volunteers and teachers need

to visit the areas suggested and
select a suitable community as
the partner village. The students
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in small groups can be sent to
the selected community with the
task of identifying the formal

as well as informal leaders and
people’s organizations in the
area.

Organizations like
Kudumbasree units, Anganwadi
Centres, Continuing Education
Centres, Primary Health
Centres, Youth Clubs, Libraries,
Social Service Societies,
Residents’ Associations,

etc. in urban area and even
panchayat area can be utilized
for an effective and successful
networking. The students can
meet local leaders and other
responsible persons and collect
their details for further contacts.

In each step of campus
community partnership

the active participation of
people should be ensured.

An important step in this
direction is to direction is to
organize a meeting of local
leaders in the area according
to their convenience. A bit
notice for this purpose can be
distributed in the area through
the volunteers. The persons
concerned should be able to
explain in the meeting the
importance of this partnership
and how it helps the area and
the nation at large through
the trained volunteers. The
proceedings of the meeting
should be properly documented.
A review should be done.

The needs, problems and
priorities of people can be well

studied by conducting a Socio-
Economic Survey in the village.
This will help the campus unit
to prepare a baseline of the
area for launching development
projects and measure the
changes after two or three

years of involvement by the
unit. It should be noted that

in the backward areas the
Survey creates unnecessary
hopes among the people. So the
purpose of the survey should be
well explained to them. But at
the same time we can highlight
the possibility of convergence of
different programs to the area
with their active support and
co-operation of government

as well as non-government
agencies. The participation of
local leaders should be ensured
for the smooth conduct for the
survey. But no political party
should be allowed to hijack the
programs.

The modus operandi of the
Higher Education Sector

of India should be in tune

with some basic compulsory
Community Outreach
Programs. Various programs
with novel ideas involving the
academia and the locale are
interesting areas of analysis
which pave new vistas of
comparison with many Indian
universities and affiliated
colleges with special reference to
the global educational scenario.
The youth policy of the nation
should be drafted according

to this. The development of
Action Plans, major and minor
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projects with experimental
modes, requirement of
resources and manpower,
prioritizing the objectives, etc.
are some of the themes to be
analyzed comparatively which
makes the sector of higher
education motivating and
creditable. Allocation of funds
for the smooth functioning of
these should be ensured and
earmarked. The unwanted
political interference, which

is a bane in all the academic
activities of India, should be
curbed and curtailed.

Instead of acquiring knowledge,
understanding, and application
levels of information, let our
higher education aspirants
grow and develop without
becoming the lots devoid of any
sense of direction. The proper
amalgamation of the Campus
and the Community — the
community with all its virtues
and vices — will transform the
nation into a greater progress
with a huge workforce of
worthy citizens.
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YAKSHAGANAM AND
KARNATAKA CULTURE

One of the most important
folk theatres of Karnataka and
Kasaragod Yakshaganam has
carved a unique riche for these
two places in the cultural map
of India. No wonder why the
villages are replete with eminent
Yakshaganam artists for it’s
the most cherished cultural
possession of these people. To
the villages this art form is as
close to them as their mother
tongue. Most of the stories

in Yakshaganam are drawn
from the epics like Ramayana,
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Mahabharata, Baghavatha and
other mythological episodes.
Though it’s generally described
as folk art it has strong classical
connections.

The name Yakshaganam
suggests the music of celestial
beings. Originally Yakshaganam
was known by different

names to different people. For
instance, Bayatala is a name

for Yakshaganam similar to
some people in Kranataka.

In Kannada, Baytala denotes

an art from presented in the

Magazine Committee
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open air. The Therukuthu of
Tamil Nadu, Kootiyattam

and Chakyarkuttu of Kerala.
Veedhinataka of Andhra
Pradesh can be considered as
sister art forms. Yakshagana

is a musical dance drama.
Singing and drumming merge
with dancing and words with
gestural interpretation, and
players clad in costumes of
shrinking colour and contours
are parts of the dance form. In
Yakshaganam music and speech
g0 hand and both could reach
a good distance without our
modern system. The art form
of Yakshagana was originated
in South Canara district of
Karnataka and Kasaragod
district. Yakshagana is believed
to have evolved from the ancient
Bhatah prevalent in South
Canara and Kasaragod.

Yakshagana is broadly divided
into two;

1. Moodalapaya: The
Modalapaya isdivided
into Doddata and Sannata
whih are crude forms of
Yakshagana i.e, purely folk
form.

2. Padavalapaya: The
Padavalapaya is again
divides into ‘Thekuthittu’
and ‘Badaguthittu’.
Bdaguthittu is very popular
in North Canara district
of Karnataka. Thekuthittu
is erstwhile South Canara
District (Including
Kasaragod District).

Stage Craft

The stage craft is the most
alluring element of Yakshagana.
The craft renders the stage a
supernatural ambience and

the characters (gods, demons
and saints) are presented in

this uncanny world that will
take the audience into different
world. The performances are
usually carried out at night
lasting from 09:00 PM to 06:

00 AM in the open air about
15°X30’ prescribing the rule

in the given Sanskrit Sloka.

The narrator who is known

by the name Bhagavatar sits
with his accompanied on one
side of the floor. He is also the
director (Suthradhara) of this
dance drama. The bhagawatha
sings with the accompaniment
of thala (jagate), mridanaga

( maddale) , harmonium (
shruthi) , and Chakratahla. The
high pitched chenda is also used
in some rare occasions. In the
part of oil lamps were the only
source of light that illuminated
the stage for the audience.

Among the dance forms
Yakshagana is known as one of
the prominent one, even though
Yakshagana was known among
the famous dance forms played
in Kasaragod. Its progress now-
a -days is going in vien.

Yakshagana and Kasaragod

Karnataka and Kasaragod
class in Kerala is closely
related Yashas is the main
factor of Karnataka. In
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Kerala, Kasaragod district,

we find the art form. The
major theme of Yasha. The
struggle between good and

evil the ultimate triumph of
the god. In the process of
evolution Yakshagana was also
influenced by the Folk dance.
Song, Sanskrit, drama and also
from Bharatha Natyashastra.
South Canara district and
Kasaragod district of Kerala is
the mother land of Yakshagana.
Pasthisubba one of the pioneer
of Yashas is the gift of their
district. The classical dance
—drama is also prevalent in
Kasaragod , northern most
distract of Kerala. Performed
as temple art over the years,
Yashas sitting forward on
integrated past of the culture
programme presented during
temple festivals in Kasragod
region. Usually this art form is
performed in Kanada though it
is also Tulu. The accompanying
orchestra includes percussion
instrument like chenda,
maddalam , jagatta , or
chengilla and elathalam , the
Yakshaganam art form closely
related to Kerala.
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A Stream in Periye - the only Home for a
‘¢Critically Endangered’

‘Critically endangered’ is a title given by the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) to the species that
are at the highest risk of extinction. If not conserved, they
wouldbecome extinctsoon (likethe Dodo). Periya, commonly
known as one of the villages in Kasaragod District affected
by Endosulfan, is also the home for a critically endangered
plant called Crinum malabaricum. 1t was discovered in 2011 Dr. Jasmine Shah
by Dr. M.M. Lekhak and Prof. S.R.Yadav, Department of

Assistant Professor

Botany, Shivaji University, Kolhapur, Maharashtra. It has Dept. of Plant Science
remarkably long leaves (upto 400 cm) and white flowers.
Its population is only about 1,000 individuals, all found in
a single stream— in Periya. According to IUCN, the reason
for its probable extinction is clearance of trees fringing the
stream and continued urban development.
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Flowery Queens of
Periye Campus

Bhagyasree
Ph.D. Scholar

Malayalam: Tharappoovu Malayalam: Idampiri valampiri
Botanical name: Rhinacanthus communis Botanical name: Helicterus isora
Family: Acanthaceae Family: Sterculiaceae

Botanial name :/chnocarpus frutescens Malayalam : Paramullu.

Family: Apocynaceae Botanical name: Lepidagathis keralensis

Family: Acanthaceae
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Botanical name: mitracarpus verticillatus Botanical name: Callicarpa tomentosa

family : Rubiaceae Family: Verbenaceae

Malayalam: Sheemakkonna

Botanical name: Gliricidia sepium

Family: Fabaceae

Malayalam: sarpagandhi

Botanical name: Hyptis suaveolens

Botanical name: Rauvolfia serpentina Family : Lamiaceae

Family: Apocynaceae
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Malayalam: nannari
Botanical name: Hemidesmus indicus

Family.: Apocynaceae

Malayalam: nannari
Botanical name: Hemidesmus indicus

Family.: Apocynaceae

Malayalam: parppadaka pullu

Botanical name: Oldenlandia corymbosa
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What Education
Means to Me

Education is an essential tool for bright future for all of us.
We can achieve anything good in the life using the tool of
education. Higher level of education helps people in earning
social and family respect and unique recognition. Education
time is a crucial part of life for everyone personally and
socially. It provides a person a unique standard in the life and
feeling of wellbeing. Education provides ability to solve any
big social and family and even national and international level
problems. All of us can see the importance of education in
the life in every aspect. It turns the minds towards positivity
in the life and removes all the mental problems and negativity.
It changes the people’s thoughts by bringing positive elements
and removing the negative ones. Our parents play a great
role in turning our mind towards education from childhood.
They try their best to give us good education from the popular
educational institutions. It provides us opportunity to gain
technical and highly skilled knowledge as well as enlarge our
views all over the world. The best ways to enhance the skill
and knowledge level is to get practiced of reading newspaper,
watching educational programmes on TV, reading books of
good authors, etc. Education makes us more civilized and
better educated. It helps us in making better position in the
society and achieves dreamed position in the job.

Regular and proper study leads us towards success by
making a goal of life. Earlier the education system was
so tough and people from all castes were not able to get
education according to their own wish. It was very tough to
get admission in the proffered colleges because of high cost.
But now it has become so simple and easy to go ahead in the
education.
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OUT OF THE WORLD

Out of the world,
where my mind often swirled,

thoughts make the ambience calm, with
no sound,

Anagha Nair

devoid of what’s happening around,

I wonder whether it was above the clouds
or beneath the ground,

but the depth of the thought, between the

\ haunts! . .
two always haunts why evils increasingly hatch,

causing the hearse to take its turn,

Out of the world, when thousands of hearts either
when thoughts choose their orb, relax or burn.
how smoothly they curb,
with no dismay, but reasons to perk! Out of the world,

where the planet seems inert,
Out of the world, where evils don’t rise haywire,
once thoughts made my mind mould, where true humanity can be hired,
twice they happened to etch, where all eat and live under natural
I scratched my mind to fetch, spark of fire!!!

for an answer-
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LIFE-ASITT COMES TO YOU

Insanely brilliant; truely paradoxical,
a beautifully ugly sight we see,

a smelly aroma makes us glee,

a blabber mouth spreads peace around! Anagha Nair

aiding shoulders left uncounted;

a humanly heart often displeased!

the hungrier left unfed and the crippled unattended!
In this cosmos of repugnance, life goes on...

-unheard, unseen living!!!
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The Spirit of Northern Kerala

Theyyam is the traditional art form of North
Malabar. The Theyyam of kolathunadu is another
art form of Kerala. This art form is mainly seen

in Kannur and Kasaragod districts.In some places Anoop PV

Theyyam is alsF) known as ‘tl}ilia’.. The main Research Scholar, KILA (RRC)
concept regarding Theyyam is it is not only an

art form but also the God’s spirit or spirit of god.

It gets revaluated to kolathdhari. In Theyyam
main priority is given to female deities. There are
apraoximately 300 femaile deities. They differ each
other in shape and concept. Except ‘Devakooth °,
all other Theyyams are performed by male artists.
The famous mother goddesses are bhagawathi,
chamundi and Kali. They are known under
different names in different places.
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Theyyam

Theyyam is highly related to
the culture of place. It is a part
of the local folk and ritual
traditions of north Kerala.
Normally, the people from
various tribal communities
like Vannan, Malayan,
Chengithan and Velan
perform Theyyam. Theyyam
is perfomed in various temples
of north Malabar especially
Muchilottu Bhagawathi temple,
Kannangattu Bhagawathi
temple, Puthiya Bhagawathi
temple and Kazakams , Kavu
and so on inregular interval

of time period. Mythically,

in Theyyam, men becomes
incarnations of gods. Most of
the Theyyams are revolt against
the suppressions in the society
in terms of caste and religion.
Mochilottu Bhagawathi and
Thee Chamundi are good
examples for this. Martyr
Theyyams are also there.
Normally, men perform the
Theyyam.

Devakoothu

Apart from the normal
Theyyams, Devakoothu is a

Theyyam performed by woman.

Devakoothu is performed

in Thekkumbad of mattool
panchayath in Kannur district.
This Theyyam is performed
by the women of Malaya
community. It is believed

that Kolatahiri, the ruler of
Kolathanadu, has given the
right to enact Theyyam to the
women of Malaya community.

Important Theyyams

More than 300 types of
Theyyams are perfomed in
Kerala, especially innorth
Malabar. Some of the important
Theyyams are ; Muchiloottu
Bhagawathi , Kannankaattu
Bhagawathi, Puliyoor Kaali,
Puloyoor Kannan, Thai Para
devatha, Palottu daivam,
Vettakkorumakan, Urpazhasi,
Neeliyaar Bhagawathi, Kakkara
pothi, Puthiya Bhagwathi,
Vishnumoorthy, Gulikan,
Kundool Chamundy, Madayil
chamundi, Kathivanoor veeran,
Pottan Theyyam,Thondachan,
Thee Chamundi, Bali ,
Kandanaar Kelan, Wayanattu
Kulavan, Veeran Theyyam,
Kurathiyamma, and Beparian
Theyyam.

In Theyyam more importance

is given to mother goddess.

It agrees with the concept of
Kaali, Kannangattu Bhagawathi
is a good example that shows
Kannan ( Lord Sree Krishna)

is closely related to Kannaki

of ancient Pandya’s dynasty.

In Theyyam along with the
mother goddess, male god too is
given prominence; for example
Theyyams such as Kathivanoor
veeran , pottan Theyyam,
Muthappan, Thiruvappan etc.

The songs of Thottam

The songs of Thottam are
closely related to arts forms of
Theyyam. Both are interrelated
with each other. The songs of
Thottam are songs so that sung
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one day before the appearance
of Theyyams. Thottumpttukl
is also known as Vellattam.
The songs of Thottam give
prominence to description

of Theyyam. They describe

the myth, shape, power and
greatness. We get clear picture
of the history of human beings
through the songs of Thottam.
In the songs of Thottam we can
find the influence of Thulu and
Sanskrit.

The Adoration and Mother
Goddess

In most of the Theyyams the
prominnace is given to mother
goddesses. We say Aristotle is
the father of politics: Hetrodes
is the father of history. We

give importance to the fathers,
but here, in contrast, we

give importance to mather
nature. Bhagawathi is the
mother goddess which aborted
throughout Kerala. We give
prominace to women in the

arts forms of Kerala such as
Nanthuni Pattu, Thottam pattu,
Badra kaali paattu, Kaliyoottu,
Padayani , Mudiyettu,
Kallitheeyattu, Kalikettu, Thira,
and Poothapaattu.

Mukhathezuthu( Facial
Decorations)

Mukathezuthu is a part of
Theyyam practices. It starts

a few before the appearance
of Koladhaari. They use
turmeric powder, Poka, Mashi
colours. The mukathezuthu
of each and every Theyyam is
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different. The place in which
the Mukathezuthu take place

is known as ‘ aniyara’. We use
Mukathezuthu in Kathakali and
Chakyaar Koothu and the same,
though uncompleted form can
be seen in Theyyam too.

Theyya chamayam

As we tie oadda in

Kathakali we use oadda

in Theyyma too. Differnt

types are used in Theyyam.
Neeliyaar Bhagawathi,
Padkkathi Bhagwathi,
Aryakkavu Bhagawathi and
BadrakaaliTheyyam use
lengthy hair and muchiloottu
Bhagawathi , Kannankaattu
Bhagawathi , Puthiya
Bhagawathi Theyyam use round
hair. Koumeen wood, Bamboo,
and Kattu vallikkal are made
and with coolinaaru then tide
family. The following points are
realtedto Theyya Chamayam.

1) Murikku pani

2) Oola Chamayangal
3) Kanjiyudutham

4) Thaadi, Meesha

5) Ootu karukkal

Kaliyaattam

The day or days in which
Theyyam performs every year
is known as Kaliyaattam. Most
of the Theyyam depends on
the malayali month calendar
(expect Parshani Kadavu
Muthappan temple) in North
Malabar Kaliyattam start
thulaam month (normally, in
north Malabar kaliyaattam
begins in the month of
Thulam). It is also known as
thullaam pattu.

Perum Kaliyattam

Those theyyam which are
after 12 years is known

as perum Kaliyattaum.
Usually the ritual of perum
kaliyattam is performed in
Muchiloottu Bhagawathi
temples in places such as
karivallur, kooveri, Kanhagad,
Payyanur, Matthamangalam.
The people get ready every
year to prepare for Theyyam
which take place after long
years. This celebration is
reshaped as the festival of

the place without caste and
religious differences. Consider

the example; salt is given

to Karivellur Moochiloottu
Perumkaliyaattum from a
Muslim ancestral home. This
can be seen as symbol of
secularism.

Conclusion

Those Theyyams which

are accompanied by
Chendamealam it is a good
treat to the eyes and ears of
every one. The role of Theyyam
for the goodnesss of the place
and secularism is big. (The
well being of the village and
secular attitudes are held high
in Theyyams).In Theyyam
religious faith and fear to get
club together. (Religious faith
and togetherness are celebrated
in Theyyam), it is the art form
are which is injected in the
blood of ( part and parcel of )
the people of north Malabar. It
is sight which we can see any
other parts of the world. Itis a
right of north Malabar that is a
reality and fact.




Historical Legacy of Kasaragod;

A Perspective of the Malik Dinar Era

Kasaragod is home to many historic events.
Many historians say that the locality

was named “Kosarakrodam” in ancient
times of ““ Kosaras” had settled there as
mentioned in Ashoka’s epigraphic records .
So, the name evolved into “Kasarakrodam”
then into ‘ Kasarakkodu’. Just opposing
this opinion Sayyid Hamd Koyamma, a
well learned, Sufi ( mystic) says that name
came from the combination of an Arabic
word ‘ Kasir’ which means one who breaks
something and Malayalam word ‘Kooth’. It
shows that the realationship of Kasaragod
with Arabs. The realation between Arabs
and Malabar is well known in the history
of Kerala. Some Arabic words like ‘Khath’
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(script), ‘Sahib’ (owner), ‘Radd’
(cancellation) which were
coined in to Malayalam refers to
the depth of Malabar —Arabic
relation. ‘Indian Tamarind’
was called ‘Tamarul Hind’ by
the Arab traders. The origin of
word ‘Sandal’ is also similar.
The word ‘Bar’ from ‘Malabar’,
is a Persian word to means
country or from Arabic word
‘Barr’ of meaning land. Sheriff
Idrisi , one of the famous Arab
geographer , is first one who
used word ‘ Malabar’ with the
meaning ‘ Hill country’ . This
linguistic relation between
various cultures shows the
deepness and the intimacy of
connection of Malabar with
Arab.

Ibn Battuta, who visited Kerala
during 14™ century described
in his travelogue: Kasaragod

is a developed region due

to its strong connection

with Muslims, as they are
industrial product; the caps
from Kasaragod were widely
exported to alien countries like
Sansibar and Africa. Many
historians established that, the
Kasaragod was included in
the vast empire of Cheraman
Perumal.

Cheraman Perumal

The talks on the origin of
Muslims in Kerala will struck
on the name of Cheraman
Perumal . He kept substantial
place among the kinds of
Kerala. The total number
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of Perumals is 25. Perumal
Rmavarma was known as
Cheraman Perumal and last
ruler of his dynasty. Cheraman
ruled 36 yars and finally, he
divided his rule among his
realtives and went to Makkah
to embrace Islam, afterwards
his relatives became the rulers
of Kerala. There are so many
stories behind the conversion
of Cheraman Perumal into
Islam. After splitting of moon
(a supernatural phenomenon
showed by Muhammed (
pbhu) Cheraman Perumal
strictly ordered to whole
astrologers to summit detailed
description within 40 days. But
unfortunately they could know
nothing about this miracle.
Then the king began to enquire
the several traders who came
here from different countries.
Once, in a dream holy prophet
( pbhu) appeared and said

the King; “ Did you see that
miracle , i.e., the cracking of

moon” the king replied : “ Yes,
1 really witnessed it “. Suddenly,
he woke up and began to think
about Prophet ( pbhu) setting
asides his all other affairs.

There are many important
evidence to prove the
conversion of Cheraman
Perumal in the presence of
holy messenger ( pbuh) . The
historians like A.R Muller,
Tara Chand, and William
Logan asserted the travel of
Cheraman Perumal to Arabia
and his ermbarcement of Islam
in their own works. There is a
description of custom: when
the procession connected

with © Ariyittu Vazhcha’ with
coronation of King in Kerala in
olden times) passes by the river
‘ Kallayi’ they must escort the
king . It should include one who
carries the sword gifted by the
king who went Makkah with
man as well as an oracle (who
bears the sword of goddess)’.
In northern Kerala Theyyam ,

Amritam Thu Vidya



related with Hindu beliefs , may
introduce the Muslims when
they perform story . In different
places of north Malabar we

can see Mappila Theyyam,
especially in Madayi, Kannur.
Some words in ‘karthikodayam’
a famous work of C.V
Kunjiraman:

“ Cherman Perumalekan
Chelayi Cherunnu

Sadaam

Makkathu Chennu Nabithan
Kaimuthi Swargamandupol”

(Means: Cheruman Perumal
went to Makkha and met with
prophet and entered to the
paradis), reveals the journey
of Cheraman to Makkah and
his embracement of Islam in
the presence of Muhammed

( pbuh). These evidences
clearly state the conversion of
Cheraman Perumal to Islam
and his travel to Arabia in the
period of prophet (pbuh) ,
which was in 6" century A.D.

Malik DInar

The history of Malik Dinar is
a real stepping stone towards
the istory of Muslims in India,
notably in Kerala. When we
look in the history of Malik
Deenar it shows he was came to
Kerala three times. Firstly, with
Habeeb ibnu malik, they met
with Cheraman Perumal and
converted to Islam and went to
Makkah.The second journey
was under the leadership of

T g
"

Malik Deenar (in Hijira 23)
and he brought the letter of
Perumal who was died in
Salala, Oman. The last journey
ended at Kasaragod and he
died in there.The Arabic scripts
written on the threshold of
Malik Deenar great Juma
Masjid , Thalagara, Kasaragod
is read thus: ¢ This mosque of
Malikk Deenar , A group of arabs
came to India for propogation of
Islam and to build mosques all
along the country . They were
sharaf ibnu malik, his nephew
malik ibnu Habeeb . They reached
the place named * kanjarkooth’ (
Kasaragod) on Monday 13" Rajab
( Islamic month) in Hijra 22,

they built a mosuque there. Malik
ibnu Habeeb appointed as Quazi
(religious head of Muslims). On
1223 Hijra, the dilapidated mosque
was reconstructed, with native
people meeting the expenses for it.’
The script is an authoritative
document which points out
towards Kerala Muslim history
and the arrival of Malik Deenar.
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Malik Dinar and Great
Mosque

Malik Deenar great Juma
masjid at Kasaragod is one of
the mosques built by Malik
ibnu Habeeb, nephew of
Malikk Deenar in various parts
of Malabar. Day after day,
hundreds of visitors come there
to see the mosque and to pay

a visit to the Magam shareef
(tomb), from the different parts
of the country. The famous
historian Shreedhara menon
mentions the mosque in one
of his works : ‘ A religious
devotee from Arabia named

, Malik Ibnu Dinar built nine
mosques in Musris , Quilon,
Kasaragod , Srikandeshwar,
Valappattanam , Madayi,
Dharmadam, Pandalanikkollam
and Chaliyam. The prescribed
facts are preciously recorded

in “Thufatul Mujahideen”.
Some of the mosques don’t
exist now. But in Kasaragod
the Mosque was preserved
carefully, so, still it remains

in the list of well reputed
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mosque of Kerala. Muslims

of Kasaragod celebrate the
arrival of Malik Deenar and the
emergence of Islam in Kerala
once in three years. Right there,
the physical remains of Malik
ibn Muhammed , one of the
successors of Malik Deenar, is
buried. So, the place brings the
light its charity and sacredness
among the Muslim Community.

The building itself is a centre
for historic truths like its pillars,
its roofs and its old dais (
minbar) . It is very clear that
many curios people in historical
facts used all the times to call
mosque and to scrutinize all
the nooks and corners of the
mosque. We can see many
spectacular art works on the
walls, pillars and doors, one
who takes as first sight on the
interior of the mosque will see
plenty of colourful depictions
and pictures, to his dismay.
More the once, the mosque
was enlarged partially, Quazi
Abdullah Haji (a native and
famous Islamic scholar) began
the process of construction
works to widen the old masjid .
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His son Abdul Qadir Musliyar
finished the works .Later in
1947, there began erection
works on the north. There lies
the old well which preserved
well till the date. With end

of 1987 the construction of
upper storey was finished.

It is mention worth that
Government had been giving
an annual allowance for the
mosque. In the beginning of
1980’s some attempts were
made to enlarge the tomb, to
make a minaret for the mosque,
but they were not implemented
for some reasons.

Visitors including many
dignitaries and great celebrities
from in and out of the nation
are coming day by day to see
the heart land of Muslims

of North Kerala and call on
the holy tombs. Shaikh Sami
Ahamad Farhat, a great soul
and devout from Egypt, Former
Pakisthan Minister Liyagath
Ali Khan and leader of Eat
Bengal Fararul Haq who paid
a visit to the place gifted the
unforgettable moments to the
people of locality.

Conclusion

The face that the mosque
situating in Kasaragod is one

of early built mosques of India,
provides much food for thought
for the historians. Trade relation
between India and Arab which,
date back to ancient times
brought about the expansion

of Islam in Kerala. So, Malik
Dinar and his delegation exist in
spot light of Islam, by the ends
and means they shouldered.
They were in the incarnation of
theoretical and practical virtues
paving the way to establishment
of scores of mosques. This article
comes to highlight the historical
evidences that prove the reality
of the history of Kasaragod and
Malik Deenar
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A Walk though the

Historic City of Chennai

Being a solo traveller, I explored the length
and breadth of Chennai. Once the British
presidency, Madras has a legacy. It has

its own beauty coveted in cathedrals and
ancient temples.

It’s clear in my memory, the first encounter
with the city. Hot and humid and crowded
with people conversing in a much familiar
language (similar to my own native tongue).
The central railway station, built in 1873,
illuminating the prejudice of the kingdom
of rising sun .The desegregation of the
gothic and Romanesque styles, the red
stoned structure has been declared as the
heritage building.

Being a world heritage site,
Mahabalipuram(though located in
Kanchipuram district,it is closer to Chennai)
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was my first priority. As I was
familiar with the history of

the place from my pedagogue,

I couldn’t surmount the
ascending eagerness to explore
it. The grandeur of king Pallava
architecture, intertwined with
the shorelines of Bay of Bengal,
is a mesmerizing experience.
Peeping into the historical
background, the monolithic
stone structure build in 7" AD,
constructed and culminated

by Narashimhavarman I. The
structure magnifies the victory
of the king over Chalukyaking
Pulakesin II. The shore temple
build in 8" century facing the
Bay of Bengal made of granite
rocks has idols of lord Shiva
and Vishnu which highlight

the incrementation ofdeities
ofSangam age. The conflict over
the deciphering of the symbolic
representations of stories from
puranas are well known. The
penance of Arjuna which is the
largest bas relief in the world is
one among them. There are two
different stories connected with
the structure. One argues that it
depicts the penance of Arjuna
which it is also renowned as

the descending of Ganga from
heaven (when it rains water
descends down through the gulf
amid two stones as if Ganga

is flowing down towards the
earth from above). Panchatantra
stories which I grew up with
are also engraved into the heart
of the structure. Resting on the
shores of the beach my mind
was clouded like the sky with
thoughts about the marvel of
the Pallava architecture, their
might and advance technical
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knowledge. I made a secret
prayer to heaven to bestow the
place with rain so that I could
actually witness the descending
of Ganges to earth, as I said
the marvel of the Pallava
architecture. But the hot sun
shimmered above my head, as
if the penance of Arjuna was at
its peak.

The journey in search of
splendid structures then took
me to the St.George cathedral
located inGopapuram at
Nungampakkam . The stoundl
entered into the cathedral,

the majestic walls left me
astonished. Marble statues,
memorials which narrates

the stories of great men of
that age, the altar, the stained
glass windows depicting the
events from holy bible, and
above all the grand pipe

organ on the left side of the
altar , the church surely is an
architectural marvel. The choir
was practising while I reached
there. The enchanting music
with mystic beauty bestowed
on the altar gives a divine being
to my soul. Walking through
the streets, my thoughts were
immersed in the century of
destitute that my country have
been through. The church,
once the part of the white
enclave now stands amid of the
crowded metro. There are no
more black or white enclaves,
but the structure is reminder of
seclusion that was deep rooted
in the society.

The craving in my mind
couldn’t recced that I end

up being lost amid the
buzzing street of Parrys
corner. Few minutes of
dilemma and I took the lane
to my right and fortunately I
reached my destination, the
ArmenianChurch. Build in
the year 1717 the church is
areminder of the Armenian
footprints which once walked
through the soil, unaccustomed
to the present generation of
Chennai. Thedesolate church
with the cross that shimmers
atop it, the chirruping of
sparrows, the obsolete altar and
the graves of the men on the
pathway with names engraved
on it, the bleak walls, the
rotten paintings and the fading
inscriptions, like the fallen
leaves on the ground the ruins
of the church can be seen all
around. I left the enclave with
a swollen hurt and disturbed
mind, hard to explain as if the
lonely souls resting below the
church yard had followed me.

The glory of Chennai doesn’t
end here. The museums
(Egmore and Fort) talks about
the plummenting of colonial
era, the zoos(Guindy and
Vandallor), the beaches (Elliot
and Marina), the temples and
churches, the crowded and
buzzing streets,all adds to its
beauty. Chennai has bondless
tales to narrate, tales of ancient
marvel and might, tales of
medievalconquers and warriors,
tales of modern destitute and
recoveries. Even though 1 left
chennai Still my alma matter
stays in the old city of madras.
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A JOURNEY THAT CHANGED
MY WRONG NOTIONS ABOUT

KASARGOD.

Kasaragod is the northern district of Kerala.
There are some peculiar features that make
it unique from other 13 districts.

The establishment of Central University of
Kerala, at Kasaragod as its headquarters in
2009, was a breakthrough in the evolution
of Kasaragod district.

Recently I happened to visit one of the
panchayats in Kasaragod district, namely
Kuttikol, which is located in the high range
area. I was accompanying my teacher who
was doing his research project work.

His research was related to the water
supply scheme of Grama panchayats. In
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that research he had to visit
and understand the mode

and efficiency of the water
supply projects from all three
geographical areas of Kerala
state that is High land , middle
land and coastal area.

There is a general notion
among people that Kasargod

is a backward district. But
what we understood from the
panchayat, where we collected
data, was entirely contradictory
to our preconceived notion.
From the initial talk itself

we realised that the common
people were well known about
the Government
facilities that are implemented
through Local self Govt. People
including senior citizens from
scheduled castes and Lower
primary school students, could
reply to the questions regarding
water projects. They were aware
of all mechanisms of the water
project in their area.

schemes and

The most surprising thing was

that my teacher said that he
now could consider that the
water supply scheme and its
implementation mechanisms
of the Kasargod as the most
effectively working system in
Kerala. His opinion was very
important as he had, prior to
the visit to Kuttikkol, visited
some panchayats in central
and south Kerala. He was
arriving at such a decision after
studying the data properly and
effectively. While travelling, we
had to contact with so many
people including women. They
replied to our question without
any hesitation. They had high
political consciousness. Politics
was part of their daily life.

While us returning from the
site, some of us raised some
questions and made some
observations regarding the
above mentioned facts. We
were trying to find out sufficient
reasons for such a highly
developed political culture and
efficient project implementing

mechanisms in a remote area
like Kasaragod.

One of my friends pointed out
that the political culture and
traditional working methods of
ruling party may be the reason
for such progress. The party
leaders, especially conventional
leaders showed commitment
towards weaker sections of
the society, most of the new
generation leaders follow the
same pattern.

My teacher who comes from
South Kerala told that there
was a feeling in his area, that
Kasaragod is a place suitable
to punishment transfer only.
He was not of such opinion
but he was telling the general
notion. Kasaragod is generally
understood with Endosulfan,.
Even though Endosulfan is
the curse of Kasargod, it was
amazing to him to know that
there were such remote places.
It was a journey that changed
our misunderstanding of
Kasaragod district.
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Invited talk

Dr. Ranjith N. Kumavath
Assistant Professor
Dept. of Genomic Science

Invited talk from 103 Indian Science Congress:

Dr. Ranjith Kumavath, Assistant Professor, Department of Genomic
Science, School of Biological Sciences, Central University of Kerala,
has selected as invited talk entitle on “Microbial community profiling
of Human saliva by using metagenomic approaches” in the section
“New Biology (Including Biochemistry, Biophysics & Molecular
biology and Biotechnology” held at University of Mysore during 3-7®
January,2016.

Invited talk from NITTE University, Mangalore

He has called for invited lecture in the occasion on the society of
biological chemist (India) coastal Karnataka chapter, 4® Annual
symposium (14" November, 2015) on “Trends in next generation
bioactive lead compounds from microbes and their biological
applications”

Invited talk from Dr. N.P.G Arts and Science College,
Coimbatore

He has called for invited lecture in the occasion on MARINA-2015:
National conference on Bioprospecting Initiatives and Challenges
(281 -29% Dec, 2015) on “High through put screening (HTS): an
opportunity to get potential bioactive peptides for new generation
drugs for therapeutic approach.
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WOMEN AND SPOUSE SELECTION BY MEN IN

KASARAGOD

In India the importance of female
education is well recognized by the state and
had put it as a prime vision for achieving
the development of the nation. Consequent
to the framing of various policies and
implementation of multifarious programmes,
female enrolment is 44% of total enrolment
in higher education as per the ‘All India
Survey on Higher Education’ conducted
by MHRD. This is the success story of the
nation, but the custom of men marrying
women who are less educated than them
seems to prevail in the country even to this
day.

Ridhi Kashyap and Albert Esteve
highlights in their research that the trend
of men marrying lesser educated women is
existing in India as many other part of the
world. The study says that if the same trend
in pairing for marriage is continuing the
woman with college and university education
will be finding it difficult find a match. It
has aroused the curiosity of the researcher
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and is attempted to see if any
such trend of men preferring
to marry a girl lesser educated
than him exists in Kasaragod.

As per the study conducted
among the 30 unmarried male
from different educational
background and religion, it is
clear that 53.3% of the total
population do not consider that
marrying a girl more educated
that him will increase his social
status. Another 43.3% of the
total population feels that they
will become submissive to their
wives and may have to lead
their life on her convenience if
she is educated than men. Also,
26.7% of the respondents feel
that they will be looked down
by the society due to marrying
a woman educated than them.
At the same time half (50%) of
the respondents believes that
the marital relationship with
woman who is educated than
them will not be better. Again,
40% of the respondents is with
the opinion that educational
background of women has
nothing to do with the financial
security of the family. The
respondents with the belief
that highly educated women
will pay only lesser attention to
the family and children were
60% of the total population.
And 56.7% of the respondents
believe that ‘highly educated’
women may dominate in the
overall decision making process.
Among the respondents, 53.3%

of the respondents feel that
marrying highly educated
women shall not result in better
family and home management.
Another 30% of the respondents
were with the opinion that
familial responsibilities can not
be shared and they don’t think
the educated woman will be self
reliant. It seems that 56.7% of
them are not willing to change
the present social norm or
custom of marrying a woman
who is lesser educated than
them.

The result from the present
study indicates that higher
educational qualification is not
a matter of pride for men even
now. It’s high time that men
start recognising that same. In
general, the social awareness of
people increase corresponding
to the level of education.
However, a large chunk of
men in the study (almost half)
does not seem to accepting
this fact at all. On the other
side, those who accept it feels
that higher social awareness
can bring troubles to them, as
the woman will have higher
knowledge related to her rights
and provisions.

Along with other findings
nearly half of the population
disclosed during the interview
that they will not allow their
spouse to earn a livelihood, thus
happy with a lesser educated
woman. It is in conformity
with the social fact that some
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men would like to have women
as economically and socially
dependent on men.

Majority of the population
believes that the higher
educated women will be
self reliant thus can share
responsibilities and shall be
helpful in decision making
process. However men are
reluctant to marry a women
who is educated than them
due to their perception that
these women will pay lesser
attention to family and children,
and may dominate in decision
making process.This finding
is in support with study?
which highlights that India
is still carrying the basket of
traditional roles and attributes
of bride despite there are several
significant reconstructions taken
place in the expected roles and
duties of men and women. The
current trend of giving second
preference to higher educated
women in spouse selection
can be discouraged only by
sensitizing and seeking the
cooperation of the significant
persons (community, religious
and political leaders). State shall
also be look into this matter
locally where such trend is
existing.
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WITH LOTS
OF LOVE...

Zahid is a college lecturer. He
is a man of height 5’5 with

a medium built body. He is
handsome and good looking.
On Saturday he came from his
college to his home. It was the
10® of May 2006.

‘T have worked four days of
this week at the gym’, he said
to himself, ‘the... maybe I
will take a break today and
tomorrow’.

He had his dinner at 8:00 pm.
Then after running through the
newspaper he went to his room.
He took a bath. At 9:00pm, he
was on his bed that was when
he saw his phone beep. He
took it. Jansala had messaged
him. He messaged back. They
chatted for 30 minutes.

At 9:30, he said ‘bye’ to her and
kept his phone aside. Thoughts
were lurking to his mind.

‘Jansala is one of a kind, I have
never met anyone like her. I
don’t know whether I should
share my secret with her. Would
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she dumb me like my three ex-
girlfriends?’

He lied down and closed his
eyes. The days stress was taking
over him. His mind raced
through different women’s
attires. He had his inner desires.
Zahid was a crossdresser.

Salman Farisi

[ MA, English &
Comparative Literature

Next day, he took his breakfast
and sat in the verandah on

a chair. He looked upon the
paddy fields around his home.

‘I had always wanted a loving
partner,” he meditated,’to sit
here with and watch the scenic
beauty...’

It was the season of winter,
December 25%. Zahid came
home running, he had to pee.
After he came the bathroom,
Zahid saw Jansala’s message in
the phone,

‘Hai Zahid, how are you?’

‘I am fine, Jansala, how about
you?’

After initial pleasantries, Jansala
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became quiet.

‘Jansala, you know you are very
caring. I haven’t met anyone
like you before...’

Jansala just sent a smiley.

‘Jansala... I really like to do
something for you. You have
been so much caring... I haven’t
got such care since my mother
died...’

‘Tam... I don’t know what to
say zahid...’

Jansala called him. She just
knew he was in tears. She
comforted him. He was so
much relieved.

The next day was a Sunday. As
usual after breakfast, Zahid sat
in the verandah on his chair.
Zahid messaged Jansala. She
was there and they started
conversing.

‘Janz.. I really want to do
something for you, I really want
to give you something’.

‘Zahid...’
‘Yes janz...’
‘Can you give yourself to me...’

January was in its last five days
when Zahid and Jansala met at
a hotel for dinner.

‘What do you want for dinner,
janz...” asked Zahid.

‘whatever you want, zahi’,
replied Jansala.

“We will have two vegetable
meals, please’, said zahid when
the waiter came.

The waiter went away with the

order.

‘So, when did Malayalis start
serving vegetable meals for
dinner’, asked Jansala jokingly.

‘They do serve it here, my dear
janz,” replied Zahid smiling.

The orders came and the food
was served.

“Wow! Sambhar, aviyal,
ashguard boiled and sliced...
all my favourites,” said jansala
pleased.

Zahid was happy to hear that.
After food, Zahid ordered two
fruits.

‘Fruit salads are my
favourite,’said Jansala with a
cute expression.

They ate talking about
eachother.

When they were about to go,
the shop’s owner announced
that Jansala is the lucky
customer and she is to be given
a golden necklace.

‘Oh! Wow! How fortunate I am
today,’ said Jansala in ecstasy.

Then they went to their car
parked on the parking lot.
Zahid seem to have put the keys
back at hotel so they went back.
At the entrance of the hotel
Zahid asked Jansala to wait at
the cashier’s side while he went
to get the keys.

‘Hey, Rametta, the arrangements
were pretty good today’, Zahid
complimented to the shop
owner.

‘As you said it sir, for your
special girl,’ said the shop
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owner with a flick of his right
eye.

On March 15", Zahid took
Jansala to kadvazha. It was his
place of birth. After reaching a
house of old architectural style,
he said Jansala to come inside.

‘So, this is your house, Zahid?’,
asked Jansala.

‘Yes janz, this is where I grew
up,’ said Zahid.

He showed the whole place to
Jansala by accompanying her.
After the walk, both of them sat
at the entrance of the house.

‘So, where is your vappa and
your family, Zahi?’, asked
Jansala.

‘They went somewhere...’ said
Zahid, his eyes looking far to
the horizon.

‘Where, Zahi?, asked Jansala.

‘Somewhere from where they
can’t come back’, said Zahid,
there were tears in his eyes.

‘Zahi, I'm so sorry, I didn't
know...’, said jansala feeling
sorry him. Zahid couldn’t hold
back his tears.

‘Zahi, it’s okay. Come here’.

Jansala put her right hand
across his shoulder and made
his head lean on her right
shoulder. She holded him with
her right hand and slowly
stroked his hair and face.

‘It’s okay, my darling, I am with
you, I will always be with you.’

They stayed there for the night.
At 9:00 pm, zahid was going to
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sleep in a paaya(sheet) on the
floor. Jansala was directed to
sleep on the bed.

‘Jansala.. I have something to
tell you,’ said zahid.

‘Yes, dear...tell me,’ said
Jansala sweetly.

‘Jans...I love you and...’
‘And?

‘And I have a secret to tell you
, a secret that nobody knows
about me’,

Jansala came to the tip of her
bed and looked down at zahid.

Jjansala, your lover zahid has
an inner desire. lam a...’

On May 23", Zahid was seen
waiting for someone at a hotel
named platina. It was evening
time, Jansala arrived at 5:00pm.

‘Hai janz...” said Zahid and

raised his hand for a handshake.

‘Hai..’ said Jansala shaking his
hand, she was looking tensed.

Zahid started talking with her.
Jansala just replied in ‘yes-and-

)

nos .

After ten minutes, police
officers came and stood all
around them.

‘Zahid, stand up and keep your
hands up’, said the chief police
officer.

Zahid seemed surprised.

‘Mr.Zahid, you are under
arrest for the murders of three
females,” announced the Chief
police officer.

‘Jansalaaa!!!’, called Zahid
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looking infuriated.

‘T am sorry Zahid, ‘said Jansala
apologetically and ran for a
cover taking her purse. She hid
behind some police officers.

Zahid was not ready to
surrender, he took out a gun
from under the table where

they sat and pointed it at the
direction of Jansala. At The
next moment, police officers
started firing at him. After a few
seconds, he fell, dead.

Jansala was taken by police
safely to her home. Before
going, she went near Zahid to
see him one last time. She saw
peace in his face with a gentle
smile. Jansala slowly stroked
her dead lover’s hair. She
stroked his face to feel him for
the last time.

On 24™ May 2007, the media
celebrated the death of the
murderer who was known as
the ‘silent killer.” It read:-

‘SILENT KILLER
SHOT DEAD BY
POLICE’

Zahid laik the murderer at
large known to be the ‘silent
killer’ was shot dead by the
police. The police have found
proof that Zahid was behind
the killings of Zameela
Kunnath, Sonia Vazhiyil and
Fousia Vadakku, his three ex-
girlfriends.

Jansala was suffering from

a mild shock caused by the
sudden turn of events. She was
admitted in a hospital because
of severe headache. She was
discharged after two days.

In her home, she went through

the things which Zahid had

gifted her. Although a murderer

she was in love with him still.

When she opened her purse

she found a small gift. She

unwrapped it to see a box in u
which she saw a wedding ring. |
The ring when she took it a

letter fell down, she took it. She

started reading it:-

‘Dear Jansala my love,

Your Zahid is a killer. I don’t
have a salvation in this world
so I villainized myself to you
because I knew if I hadn’t, you
wouldn’t have found the inner
strength to overcome your love
for me.

You have been everything for
this lonely soul. You have cared
for me like a mother, you have
protected me like a father, we
have played together like two
close friends, you have been
strong for me like a husband,
you have loved me like a wife,
you have fought with me like a

brother and finally, you have
believed in me like a soulmate.
Ilove you forever.

The revolver is empty. I know
that you have informed the
police. Death is my only refuge
from my sins. This ring is for
you. I will be waiting for you in
the hereafter...

With lots of love,
Your zahi

Amritam Thu Vidya
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AS A DISCIPLINE

The world has rapidly been
changing. Day by day global
affairs and international
relations become more and
more complex and difficult

to define. Prior to the end of
the Cold War, the academic
discipline and discussions

in international relations

were revolving around some
customary topics like Cold
‘War, PowerBlocs, Balance of
Power, Ideology etc. Nation
states were the main actors in
international relations. But the
inevitable destruction of Soviet
Union and the subsequent
end of cold war, broughtwide
varieties of new concepts in

to international relations.
New terms like Terrorism,
Regionalism, Civilizationbegan
toattain popularity.

The complex nature of
state-individual relationship
necessitated the growth of the
political science discipline. The
discipline of sociology was

being developed when human
being’s role in society became
more difficult to comprehend.
The complex and inconsistent
nature of human behavior
resulted in theevolution of
psychology. So each and every
academic discipline has an
undeniable duty to simplify the
complex and turbulent nature of
their respective sphere.

Similarly, the academic
discipline of International
relations has a tremendous role
in defining and unfolding the
complex nature of international
relations which is the respective
background of the International
Relations discipline.

The origin of International
Relations, at the global level,
can be traced back to the
wilsonian idealism. Woodrow
Wilson was the president

of United States during the
end of First World War.He
considered the absence of the
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well developed international
consensus among the nation
states as one of the major
reasons of First World War.
Owing to his contributions to
international relations, the first
chair of International Relations
was established in 1919 at
university of Aberyswith

in Wales, as Woodrow

wilson chair of International
Relations. Since then,
InternationalRelations in the
global level has gone through a
remarkable andadmirable path
of growth and advancement.

International Relations in
India, as a discipline, came
into being in 1955 with the
establishment of SIS(School
of Social sciences) . But has
Indian International Relations
attained a growth which is
commensurate to its global

or Asian counterparts? .The
answer is NO. International
Relation inIndia is yet to
develop as a mature discipline.
What are the factors that
impede International relations
in India from attainimg a
fully fledged growth? When
go through the history of
International Relations in India,
we can list out several reasons
for the same.

Siddharth Mallavarappu
,reknowed IR scholar from
India,says that, International
Relations in India is confined to
those who study international
relations living in India.This
statement itself shows the
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seriousness of the problem
.Research and activities of
Indian IR scholars are more
associated with their respective
institutional locations in India.
Those who work in think tank
organizations write for their
parent organization.Those who
research for academic purposes
limit their work to their
respective area.

1. Disciplinary Location of
International Relations

Prima facie, International
Relations may seems to

have an indistinguishable
relationship with Area Studies
and Political Science.IR
theorists argue that the duty

of Area Studies is to provide
rawdata for the former. But
Area specialists claim priority
as they believe that ,without
them ,formal theory would

fail to understand the real
nature of internatonal relations
Infact both are important

.But in Indian conception of
International Relations ,known
as International Studies,the
disciplinary IR is often
subsumed under the influence
of Area Studies.

In Indian universities IR is
most Often trapped in the
political science departments. In
India's experience, the academic
importance given to IR, even

in the central universities and
reputed departments of political
science, is comparatively lesser
than what is given to political
science. This is also because

political science is much more
deeply rooted in Political
Theory and Philosophy while
IR is taught as divorced from the
world of Political Theory with
the exception of a Hobbes, or a
Machiavelli, to demonstrate the
eternal circulation of power and
interests.

2. Problems of Teaching

There have been certain
problems that complicate the
growth of IR, like the absence
of proper teaching materials and
text books in English language
as well as translations in
regional languages. The country
doesn't have good libraries and
documentation and training
centers in its different parts.

3. Insufficient funding

Insufficient funds and basic
amenitieshas restrained

the development of the

IR discipline. Funding
mechanisms are managed

by UGC(Universities Grants
Commission) and ICSSR
(Indian council of social science
research). But they often
neglect the discipline as they
are managed by bureaucratic
and political interests which do
not like a systematic study of
international relations as they
believe it as their own private
playground. It is quite difficult
to find alternative funding
from within the state. The
private universities have shown
a negative attitude towards

IR discipline as it is not a job

Amritam Thu Vidya



oriented discipline.

4. Absence of Academic
community

International Studies
Association in USA, ECPR
in Europe etc .are well known
academic communities that
stand for IR. A number of
actively engaging academic
associations are necessary

for the well-functioning of a
discipline. But Indian IR lacks,
even today, such established
associations.

5. Non availability of journals
and magazines

In India more journals are
produced by research institutes
and think tanks than universities
.Journals offer platform for
scholars to debate issues and
methodologies. In India, the
Indian university journals have
a rather poor circulation. When
journals of think tanks and
research institutes get more
popularity, the impartial nature
of discipline gets to lose. Some
of the important journals in
India are:

o Strategic analysis — IDSA
e India Quarterly - ICWA
* International studies — JNU

6. Career issues and problems
of student training

With just one school of
international studies at
JNU and a couple of
departments of IR — at the

Jadavpur university and the
MG university kottayam and
Pondicherry university — in
India , those trained in the

IR discipline have extremely
limited career opportunities.

Students seeking an IR option
in India normally come from
other disciplines as there are
only limited institutions, except
Delhi University and Kerala
central University , that offer an
Under graduate course in IR.
Most of the students suddenly
jump in to the discipline from
other fields like Economics,
History, sociology and political
science. This creates a vacuum
of professionalism in the
discipline.

7. Nehru’s influence on IR
Scholarship in India.

JawaharLalNehru ,the first
prime minister of India,
wanted to follow a policy of
equidistance from the two
opposing power blocs. Nehru
was cautious of avoiding any
kinds of foreign influence on
India’s foreign policy affairs.
For example in 1952, Ford
foundation was invited to open
its office at New Delhi .But
Nehru diplomatically diverted
their fundings from the field
of IR to economics. Nehru
wanted to follow policies like
non alignment , new statehood
, decolonization,development.
human rights , values of
multilateralism , nuclear
disarmament, and antiracism
in his foreign policy . These
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kinds of Nehruvian policies
influenced Indian IR scholars.
So there had been an absence
of sharp critique of official
policies and a general status
quoist orientation, particularly
in first generation international
relations scholars.

While these are the easily
identifiable problems among
the numerous reasons for the
slow evolution of IR discipline
in India, positive changes have
been taking place in the recent
times. Private funding, including
from indigenous corporate
capitals has entered in to the
discipline. Earlier there was an
undeclared resistance to main
stream IR theories in India.
Theories including liberalism
and Marxism were vague

and inapplicable in Indian
context. The emergence of new
theories like Subaltern Realism,
Third World Theories, and
Human security Theories have
gained wider acceptance and
significance in Indian IR.
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I vanished, for a while, and no
one noticed,

It was as if time had not passed
But different.

I vanished and nothing was
different...

Some people say it's a blessing

To be disguised when you are
not,

To be invisible in a crowd

Some people are right, but some
are not.

It's not hard to be noticed and
noticeably hard to be not,

But where do you fit

In the showman's busy life?
The Vanishing act is not,
Obviously, the centre attraction.

To disappear and reappear is the
pinnacle of a magic trick.

In life, however, magic takes a
backseat

Whilst people come and go
Lives significant and not
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Twisting and

disentangling

turning,

From the umbilical cord of souls.

I came back and nothing was
different

Nothing had happened,

A secondary role, a substitute
In another's game.

To vanish or to disappear,

Inconsequential except in your
own game...

Which tangents about a hundred
others

Each a showman in their own
play,

Hardly original,

Spinoffs from the same strain.

I vanished and I returned home

And I wished that someone had
seen me go

They could have, but no one let
me know..

Woe it is! To be caught between
two extremities.

To never seek attention nor

Sanjith S

IIT" BA International
Relations and Political
Science, Capital Centre,
Trivandrum.

deprive of it.
But, when has life ever offered
A perfect dish?

A delicacy of the
consistency?

right

I vanished and I disappeared.
And I didn't reappear.

And I live still in the Otherworld.
Where you live and I live

And he lives and we are all living
Still.

Amritam Thu Vidya



Half Lives

I'm not one but two and three
and four.

By night I'm a mad woman
Depressed and broken,
contemplating death.

By day I'm a well-behaved,
‘Well-bred, well-mannered
young lady

Bathed in perfumes and sun
block creams

I have two smiles.

One is stitched with zip
attached to its borders

Like frills on a pretty wedding
gown.

The day smile.

And another one is clay-made.

Moulded into desired shapes
and thickness.

To be plastered across the face
whenever and wherever.

It's a handy device with vocal
cords attached.

Day and night smiles

Day and night voices

Of jealousy, love, lust,

happiness, insecurity, revenge,
melodrama.

Like an average college going
girl

I gallop around the hall wearing

my

Tiny dress and skirt to look
Beautiful.

Signed up for Theatre club
Deprived of real life drama.
Joined the sorority, fraternity
also.

Friends, brothers, sisters.

By day.

By night

I'm not anyone's sister.
Daughter.

Mother.

I'm me, myself.

I have me and my tall list of
emotions

Bundled up for the whole day
Chained, Gaped

Tortured, Raped.

One more stare and glare
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And its out there.

Quenching my thirst to express,
To experience.

They liked it all.

The quiet of the night

When the foxes walked the
snowy nights

And toads spotted the gardens
And the strangled bird sang out
loud

Till she ripped her throat out
Spitting cold blood.
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Crumbler man,
crumbleth not!

58

Silver fishes squat

Tails of hope

Do the mermaids Sheza Shareef

Know their slope?

English
Life crumbles not Guest Lecturer, Englis

Fate that is strong
Crumbles man

Knowing not :

Hope lies in tail,

Life lies in sliding.

Build not a mansion

But a nest where

Life lives in the cells of air.
People waste money for clocks
Know not he,

Time's winged chariot

Fly with tissues golden

of curved lines, man heed not!!!

Amritam Thu Vidya
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The day when Lathika turned
21 her parents started worrying
about her future and the big
life which lie ahead. No!

They were not thinking about
her higher studies, they were
thinking about the “higher
duties” in her life. Lathika

was an average scorer in her
schools and colleges. She was
good looking, her shinning hair
parted right from the middle to
sides, a pair of eyes which can
catch other eyes to its sockets,
long nose and always smiling
lips. She was the eye of her
parents, because she was the
only child they had. They had
a small house in a traditional
south Indian style. A portico, a
medium size verandah which
can hold up to two families, if
the families have an adjusting
attitude, three well built rooms
and a small kitchen.

It was during her college
days she came to know about
the social networking site,

£k =] T e

facebook. At first she was not
interested, but later when all

her colleagues started talking
the familiar words like profile
picture, tags, wall, post, but with
a different meaning, she became
curious. The next day with the
help of one of her close friends
she started an “account”. After
a week’s use, she understood the
meaning of all those familiar
words. Nowadays, she had a

lot to look up in internet for her
studies. Her parents felt proud
about their daughter. Even if
they didn’t know anything about
the machine, their daughter

is using it all the time. Their
daughter is “Technologically
forward” they proudly said.

One day she got a new friend
request from “Lonely Kumar”.
She started thinking about all
the Kumar’s she knew, but she
never knew someone with a
name “lonely” in it. But his
profile seemed tipped in bitter
tear salt. A wave of loneliness
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played in all his posts. And then
she noticed her new message;

Lonely Kumar
Can we be friends?

She thought for a minute.
Should I accept him? What is
the big deal in accepting him?
It’s okay, he is lonely and seems
to be polite.

Lonely Kumar and Crazy
Lathika are now friends.

Lonely Kumar:
Thank you.. ©
Crazy Lathika:
You're welcome ©
Lonely Kumar:
Graduated?

Crazy Lathika:
Yes ©

Lonely Kumar:
Me too.

It was just the beginning of
their new graduation course

in life. The friendship grew to
something beyond friendship.
Lonely Kumar always appeared
as Shahrukh, Salman, Amir,
and Crazy Lathika went

with cute baby’s pictures. But
somehow they started loving
each other. They understood
each other very well. There was
always a solution for Lonely
Kumar’s problem if he shared
it with Crazy Lathika and the
same for Crazy Lathika also.
There was no day or night

for their conversations. They
became so close that one day
Lonely Kumar send his original
picture to Crazy Lathika and
Crazy Lathika send her picture

60

to him. Both of them liked
each other, and they decided to
marry.

Was it an earthquake or
Lathika’s dad shaking the hell
out of her? A lot of events
took place in her house. Things
changed its place, people
changed their expressions and
shapes. Lathika’s face was
blown up here and there and
her parent’s face was completely
blown up like a balloon. But
somehow they agreed. She
messaged him to bring his
parents to her home to decide a
date for their marriage.

Lonely Kumar’s family arrived
at the right time. At the same
morning Crazy Lathika saw
Happy Kumar instead of Lonely
Kumar in her chat box. Wow..!
She has changed someone’s
life. They couldn’t talk face

to face, since the elders were
busy talking and biting their
ears out giving them advices.
And the marriage was fixed.
Both of them slowly slipped
to preparations, but they never
stopped chatting. Lathika’s
parents were finally happy for
her. They blessed her whole
heartily and waved her good
bye. For Crazy Lathika and
Happy Kumar it was a dream
come true.

Happy Kumar Married to Crazy
Lathika.

It was during the journey she
came to know that his name
was Raghav Kumar. But she
liked his name too. May be they
were too shy that they didn’t
talk much during the journey.

Later at night Crazy Lathika
before entering to her bedroom,
waiting for the hot cup of milk
in the kitchen, changed her
name to Lathika Raghav in
Facebook and uploaded their
wedding picture. A shower

of likes covered the picture.
The fellow friends hailed the
facebook love and marriage,
some commented it as a new
beginning in marriage history.

Raghav Kumar likes your
picture.

Happy Kumar changed his
name to Raghav Kumar and
was waiting for his wife to
arrive. She hurried to their
bedroom with her phone on
one hand and a cup of milk

on another hand. Raghav
welcomed her with a warm
smile. They shared the milk.
An awkward silence started
creeping. Lathika and Raghav
were quiet. Raghav tried to talk
but he couldn’t. After a five
minutes struggle he opened his
laptop, logged into facebook and
send Crazy Lathika a message.

Raghav Kumar:
Hey..! We are married ;)
Lathika Raghav:

Its wonderful, we're finally
together ©

Raghav Kumar:
Yes, our dream came true.

And they continued chatting,
the only way of communication
they knew!

Amritam Thu Vidya
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~dumping yard with a proper
.wasqg'mmagement were the

J/

One Day Pre-Monsoon Cleaning
in Connection with Swachhta

Pakhwada - A Report

Madayippara, which
harmoniously blends the treasure
house of rich bio-diversity and
the amazing meeting-point of
historical monuments, is a Govt.
of Kerala owned public place.
Now it's under the threat of
ecological wreck and destruction
due to human encroachment and
exploitation.

A One-Day Pre-Monsoon
Cleaning Programme in the
premises of Madayippara, an
ecologically fragile bio-diversity
zone of Kannur District of
Kerala was conducted by the
National Service Scheme Cell of
Central University of Kerala on
07.06.2016 in connection with
the Swachhta Pakwada of Govt.
of India.

The massive dumping of

plastic and other waste
materials were completely
removed by the dedicated

and enthusiastic students of
various departments of the
University on the day. Collection
of the waste, separation of the
plastic wastes from others, and
transporting the wastes to the

action plan of the Cleanliness
Programme. Out of the hundred,

\

students participated; ten
squads consisting 10 students
each were deployed under
individual leaders in different
affected areas. These squads
transformed the drive into a
grand success. They all took
the Pledge of Environmental
Protection too.

Prof. (Dr.) G. Gopakumar, the
Vice Chancellor of Central
University of Kerala himself

was present to monitor and

lead the Cleanliness Drive

with the support of Dr. Efthikar
Ahamed B., the Programme
Coordinator of NSS Cell of the
University. Dr. Joshith V.P., NSS
Programme Officer and Dr.
Muthukumar, Associate Professor
of Environmental Studies gave
instructions to the student
groups. Smt. Abida Teacher,

the President of Madayi Grama
Panchayath, along with three
ward members extended the
support of the local panchayath
to the volunteers. The authorities
of Govt. Girls’ Higher Secondary
School, Madayi widened

their support to the drive by
providing an ample space of
the school hall and ground for
the volunteers’ gathering and
refreshment.

Earlier in the morning, a meeting
was organized by the University
to sensitize the public about
Govt. of India’s Swachhta
Pakhwada programme, the
necessity of environmental
protection and immediate
measures to be taken against its
contamination and destruction.
Prof. (Dr.) G. Gopakumar, the
Vice Chancellor, briefed the
gathering about the programme
and the role of the University.
The Panchayath President, Ward
Members, and Environmentalists
also addressed the gathering.
Dr. Efthikar Ahamed welcomed
the gathering on behalf of the
University.

In line with the World
Environment Day (5th June),
hundreds of saplings supplied
by the panchayath were also
planted by the students in
various areas of Madayippara.

The programme came to an end
by 4 pm.

Dr. Efthikar Ahamed B.
Programme Coordinator
NSS Cell of CUK
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CONTEMPLATING THOUGHT

AND LANGUAGE

'An idea can change your life!'
screams a popular actor trying
to convince you of buying his
product. It is not wrong, ideas
have the unique ability to alter
your mood, personality and
even character.

The origin of an idea is
influenced by the thinker's
immediate surroundings, his
perceptions, his memories

and all other external factors.
However, what plays the lead
role would definitely be the
language that he grows up
learning. Here, language need
not be his mother tongue alone
but may be all kinds of written,
verbal and even sign language
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that he picked up while he was
young and those that he learned
or was taught to him as was part
of his formal education.

The view of language
as just the means written
communication is a very
narrow one as in the practical
sense, it has a much wider
scope. Language shapes ideas
and is pretty much the mother
of inspiration of newer ones.
Only by traversing through the
intricate tangle of language and
making sense of its complexity
that a person can express his
more complex emotions. It is
true that a complete language
is not essential for expressing

Sanjith S.

BA International Relations
and Politics , Capital Centre.
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one's basic emotions, but in
the practical world, rhetoric is
everything.

A good grasp of language

is imperative for effective
communication of ideas.
Some say that Knowledge is
true opinion, some argue that
knowledge can exist on its
own. But it cannot be denied
that language is the key to
knowledge. Hence, language
is the medium through which
knowledge flows. It may not
be the only channel but it is
undoubtedly the widest one.

Now, this would not make
sense unless the reader is
familiar with the definition of
'knowledge'. Ancient Greek
philosophers grappling with the
question understood knowledge
as the summation of all the
understanding of the senses.
Senses truly guides a man's
understanding of the world for
that is the experience that he
always banks upon. Immanuel
Kant, an iconic political theorist
and philosopher believed that
all our knowledge believed that
all our knowledge begins with
the senses, proceeds then to
understanding and ends with
reason.

The relationship of language
and thought can be better
understood with the

following elements; Reason,
understanding and emotions
arising out of experience.

Experience is one of the few
things that all men agree

upon. It originates from our
sensory input and is relative

in nature. Understanding is
then the processing of the raw
data i.e information procured
through experience. Our minds
are experts at disseminating
information, processing it and
storing away the useful bits in a
fraction of a second. This shows
clearly that understanding
requires some framework and
later in, linguistic calibre to
transform one's sensory data
into meaningful information.
Thinking, Plato says, is the
talking of the soul with itself.
Ancient philosophy aside, one
knows how important it is to say
that right word that can change
everything, either for good or
for a horrible end.

The Greek philosopher, Plato
goes on to say that no law or
ordinance is mightier than
understanding. Yet knowledge
and understanding is not
enough. Knowledge might be
the brain and Reason might
be the heart but language is
the blood which keeps it all
alive. Knowledge will remain
contained without expression
and Reason will remain useless
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without expression.

Every voluntary action is a
product of reason. (including
reaction to emotions) If the
expression of understanding

is blocked either to oneself

or to others, action becomes
extremely difficult. Evidently if
understanding is not conveyed
to the mind inside or to the
world outside properly, action
is not very forthcoming. It is
here that language saves the
day. Language provides the
necessary framework for mind
to communicate effectively with
itself as well as to others.

Historical evidence would
suggest that human beings
evolved when they learned

to communicate with each
other. From Ancient Egyptian
hieroglyphics to Tamil Brahmi
to Sanskrit and the Vedas,

we have continuing proof of
the same. While language is
irrevocably connected with

the evolution of mankind, it's
not and has not been the sole
catalyst. But it is a significant
enough factor to deserve it's
own pedestal. Thus, Language,
however you perceive it,
remains an integral part of the
world that we live in; connecting
us to our minds, our past, our
present and future.

63



/

=l
..é-' :
.
o
I-.* L
s G
s o
e
v

DEAD POET

Dragging the bag I walked

A bunch of unpublished works

Did I miss anything?

Were my words meaningless?

I carefully moulded my poems

Like a mother mould’s her child
Placed each letter delicately,

Stepping back and savouring its beauty,
At every instance of completion.

The words made a garland,

Each connected by a thin hidden line,
The line which connected them to me.
There I will trick the readers!

The hidden line is my thread

Every word was special pearls in it.
Pearls created from the —

Dirt and stains of experience.
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But the garland was found ugly,
Hidden lines never recognised
My words meaningless without them,
Lay dead and soulless —

In front of me!

I picked them up,

Everyone one of them,

Did I miss one?

I should search then,

For the poem is my child,

The result of my —

Strained heart—if not,

It might stain the

Path of the new poets ...

Amritam Thu Vidya
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HONBLE Dr. P HANNAR JAWAHAR

Dr. A.P.).Kalam

Gold Medal Award (2015)

BUS'BLE JUSTICE 5, MOKAN

Dr. Ranjith Kumavath, Assistant Professor K Venkatapathy, Former Minister of Law and

& Former Head In-Charge, Department Justice, Government of India, and other National
of Genomic Science, School of Biological leaders and dignitaries for excellence in his
Sciences, Central University of Kerala, respective field. The award consists of Trophy,
Kasaragod District, Kerala State bagged certificate and gold medal.Now he is engaged

the prestigious Dr. A.P.J.Kalam Gold in research in the field of “Molecular Microbial
Medal Award for 2015.The award instituted Genetics/Metagenomics, Infective Diseases and
by the Global Economic Progress and Cancer Genomics”

Research Association (GEPRA), New
Delhi, is annually presented as a Lifetime
Achievement Award to distinguishand
meritorious Indian personalities who have
contributed to the society in the fields of
education and scientific research for his
outstanding individual achievements and
distinguished service in education and
research. The award has been conferred
during national Unity Conference on
“Individual Achievements and National
Development” held on 15" October,
2015 at Hotel Pratap Plaza, Chennai,
Indiapresided by Hon’ble Justice S.
Mohan, Supreme Court of India(Former
Governor of Karnataka), Hon’ble Dr.

P. Mannar Jawahar, Former Anna
University Vice-Chancellor, Hon’ble Dr.
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CUK PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 2015-16
( Through the Mobile Cam)

Periye Campus

. Vidhyanagar Campus

Padanakad Campus
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